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Thonk you, Mr.  Choirmon, on behol f  of  the Regionol  Centre on
Smol l  Arms for  g iv ing me the f loor to moke th is br ief  stotement.
Before I do, I  wish to join others in congrotulot ing you on your
e lect ion os Choi r  o f  th is  meet ing,  ond in  thonk ing you ond your
teom for the commendoble work done in orgoniz ing th is
importont  gother ing.

We wish to thonk you for  grocing the UN meet ing orgonized wi th
support  f rom RECSA to strengthen the implementot ion of  the UN
Progromme of  Act ion on smol l  orms ond l ight  weopons in the
RECSA ond Southern Afr ico sub-regions held in Kigol i ,  Rwondo in
July 2009

ln oddi t ion,  RECSA ossociotes i tsel f  wi th the stotement by Niger io
on behol f  of  the Afr ico Group ond RECSA Member Stotes in th is
meet ing.

Mr .  Choi rmon,

Al low me to begin my stotement by oppreciot ing the in i t iot ive
by the Afr icon Union in estobl ishing o cont inentol  Steer ing
Commit tee on smol l  qrms, which wi l l  go o long woy in
hormonizing smoll  orrns interventions within the Afr icon region.

Further,  RECSA wishes to congrotulote the Economic
Community of  West Afr icon Stotes (ECCWAS) on the entry into
force of  i ts  Convent ion on Smol l  Arms ond L ight  Weopons ond
welcomes the odopt ion by the Economic Community of  Centrol
Afr icon Stotes (ECCAS) of  o legol  instrument on smol l  orms ond
l ight  weopons in Centrol  Afr ico.

Mr.  Choirmctn,

2 l P a g e



RECSA continues to coordinote efforts of Member Stotes in
oddressing the effective control of orms tronsfers within ond
outside the sub-region ond olso cooperotes ond col loborotes
with the Afr icon Union, the Regionol Centre for Peoce ond
Disormoment in Afr ico (UNREC) ond other regionol  ond sub-
regionol orgonisotions on the Afr icon continent ond orgonised
civil society.

Mr.  Choirmon,

Since the lost  BMS, four oddi t ionol  Not ionol  Act ion Plons on
Smol l  Arms Control  ond Monogement to guide systemot ic
not ionol  response to the chol lenge of  smol l  orms ond l ight
weopons were developed in 2009 in the Republic of Burundi,
the Stote of Eri treo, the Republic of Rwondo (with f inonciol
support  f rom the Government of  Nether londs) ond Republ ic of
Djibouti  with support from UNDP-BCPR.

ln 2009, the Republic of Burundi ond Republic of Rwondo
odopted new SALW Legislot ion. The RECSA Secretoriot is in the
process of developing best proctice guidel ines on procticol
disormoment with f inonciol ossistonce from the Government of
Jopon. The RECSA Secretor iot  cont inues to of fer  leodership ond
technicol  support  to Member Stotes ond Regionol  bodies in
these oreos.

The RECSA Secretoriot is pleosed to report thot o totol of 3l orms
morking uni ts hove been distr ibuted to l2 RECSA Member Stotes
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in  oddi t ion to the Republ ic of  Zombio ond Centrol  Afr icon
Republ ic  under  the ICGLR Memorondum of  Unders tonding.

The purchose of  26 of  these orms morking uni ts wos mode
possible through the generous f inonciol  support  of  the Off ice of
Weopons Removol  ond Abotement  o f  the US Government  ond
5 mochines were ocquired through the Eost Afr icon
Community/GTZ Smol l  Arms ond Light  Weopons project .

The orms morking exercise is on-going in the RECSA Region.  To
dote 72,  612 f i reorms hove been morked in the Federol
Democrot ic Republ ic of  Ethiopio,  Republ ics of  Kenyo, Rwondo,
Ugondo ond Seychel les ,  ond the Uni ted Republ ic  o f  Tonzonio .
The morking of f i reorms results in improved identi f icot ion,
t roceobi l i ty ,  occountobi l i ty  ond better  stockpi le inventory
monogement .

Member Stotes hove olso been oct ive in ensur ing thot
obsolete/surplus/col lected SALW ond ommunit ion ore disposed
oppropr iotely.  To dote 30? ,735 SALW, 55,300 londmines ond
6,371 tons of  ommuni t ion ond UXCs hove been d isposed us ing
vor ious methods. This hos in essence resul ted into o reduced
number of  SALW in c i rculot ion ond hence reloted r isks
ossocioted wi th surplus stocks

Mr.  Choi rmon,

There hos been increosed qworeness on the
ond sk i l l s  deve lopment  in  sALW reseorch

dongers  o f  SALW
os o resul t  o f
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oworeness compoigns ond notionol reseorch troinings. Ihis hos
resulted into voluntory surrender of SALW in selected Member
Stotes thus contr ibut ing to the enhoncement of  peoce in the
long run.

A publ ic oworeness compoign held between August ond
October 2009 in the Republic of Burundi hos resulted in the
voluntory surrender of 2,594 f ireorms , 12,82A grenodes, 540
bombs ond 38 londmines os of  30th Morch 2010.

A schools '  essoy wr i t ing compet i t ion held in Ugondo sensi t ised
the youth on the dongers of  smol l  orms. The winning student,  o
14 yeor old gi r l ,  ident i f ied pert inent issues on the dongers of
i l legol  smol l  orms. These included their  propogot ion of  sexuol
obuse, ccttt le rust l ing, obductions, low levels of development,
displocement of persons, ctmong others.

Over ol l ,  the intervent ions undertoken hove enhonced humon
secur i ty ond development in the RECSA sub-region.  There hos
been on improvement in humon development wi th in the RECSA
Member Stotes os indicoted in the 2009 UNDP Humon
Development Report .

On th is note lwish to thonk the Governments of  Nether lcnds,  UK,
Norwoy,  US,  Jopon,  Conodo ond Belg ium,  ond UNDp-BCpR thot
hove supported RECSA in the implementot ion of  the Noirobi
Protocol ,  ond the Europeon Commission through which RECSA is
implementing the f irst pon-Afr icon continent-wide smoll  orms
project.
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Despi te the ochievements,  the prol i ferot ion of  smol l  orms ond
l ight  weopons remoins o  monumento l  prob lem.

Finol ly,  Mr Choirmon,

RECSA notes the posit ive contr ibution of sub-regionol
instruments on smol l  orms ond l ight  weopons in the
implementot ion of  the UNPoA ond fur ther notes the di f ferent
stondords therein.  There is o need, therefore,  Mr Choirmon, for
the internot ionol  community to consider the estobl ishment of
minimum stondords to guide sub-regionol  cooperot ion.

RECSA col ls upon Member Stotes,  Development Portners ond
other stokeholders to jo in honds in the mobi l izot ion of  resources
required for  the cont inued implementot ion of  the UNPoA ond
sub-regionol instru ments.

I  thonk  you .
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