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Mr Chairman,  thank you for  the oppor tuni ty  to  address the Four th Biennia l  Meet ing of  States.

Mr Chairman,  every day and every n ight  in  my home country  of  Austra l ia ,  tens of  thousands of
f i rearms are  used by  men and women and even youths .

Somet imes,  they  car ry  the i r  f i rearms under  the  c loak  o f  darkness .  Somet imes,  in  b road day l igh t  and

often with l i t t le regard for  concealment f rom the publ ic of  their  act iv i t ies.

That  i s  because these men and women are  par t  o f  the  th ree  quar te rs  o f  a  mi l l ion  o f  l i censed,  law-

ab id ing  f i rearm owners  in  my count ry .

F i rearm owners  f rom a l l  wa lks  o f  l i fe  p lay  a  f ron t - l ine  ro le  in  p ro tec t ing  our  na t ive  f lo ra  and fauna

f rom in t roduced spec ies ,  such as  foxes ,  fe ra l  ca ts  and fe ra l  p igs .  They  are  w i ld l i fe  cus tod ians  and

conserva t ion is ts ,  vo lun teer ing  the i r  t i rne  and money to  manage and pro tec t  an ima ls ,  hab i ta t ,  s tock

and c rops  f rom these damaging  in t roduced spec ies .

Others  s imp ly  use  the i r  f i rearms fo r  compet ing  in  the i r  spor t  o f  cho ice .  My organ isa t ion ,  the  Spor t ing

Shooters 'Assoc ia t ion  o f  Aus t ra l ia ,  w i th  more  than 130,000 members ,  manages more  than 20

shoot ing  compet i t ions ,  rang ing  f rom c lay  ta rge t  sho tgun shoot ing ,  handgun compet i t ions  and r i f le

compet i t ions .  We compete  a t  a  loca l  c lub  leve l  and fo r  the  ser ious  compet i to rs ,  th is  can graduate  to

s ta te ,  na t iona l  and in te rna t iona l  compet i t ions .  We are  the  seed ing  ground fo r  those e l i te  a th le tes

who go on  to  in te rna t iona l  compet i t ions ,  such as  the  Commonweal th  and Olympic  Games.

Other  Aus t ra l ian  f i rearms owners  s imp ly  en joy  hunt ing ,  the  same as  those who en joy  the  pas t ime o f
f i sh ing .  Many Aust ra l ians  have reached a  matur i t y  o f  se l f - respons ib i l i t y  where  they  w ish  to  take
cont ro l  o f  the  process  in  wh ich  the i r  food is  harves ted  and prepared.  They  w ish  to  make the i r  own
mora l judgments  and to  co l lec t  f resh ,  f ree- range,  o rgan ic  food,  ra ther  than a lways  re ly  on  the  p las t i c -

wrapped,  agr icu l tu ra l l y - in tens ive  and chemica l l y - ta in ted  meat  o f fe red  to  us  in  supermarke ts .

The recrea t ion  o f  ta rge t  shoot ing ,  the  pas t ime o f  hunt ing  and the  respons ib i l i t y  o f  p ro tec t ing  our

nat ive  an ima ls  a re  the  f reedoms ava i lab le  to  us  in  a  s tab le ,  l ibera l ,  democra t ic  count ry ,  such as
Aust ra l ia ,  These ac t iv i t ies  a re  a  fa r -c ry  f rom the  misuses  and hur t  caused by  those u t i l i s ing  f i rearms
and o ther  means to  seek  po l i t i ca l  and f inanc ia l  power  o f ten ,  sad ly ,  in  f rag i le  and deve lop ing  s ta tes .

As  a  Un i ted  Nat ions  NGO,  i t  i s  our  ro le  to  ensure  the  pro tec t ion  o f  our  spor t  and recrea t ion ,  wh i le
a lso  o f fe r ing  our  depth  o f  knowledge and exper ience in  f i rearms to  ass is t  those who are  the  sub jec t
o f  f i rearms misuse and v io lence.

Jus t  as  those who w ish  to  reduce veh ic le  in ju r ies  and deaths  consu l t  the  motor  veh ic le  indus t ry  and
usergroups ,  we encourage you to  look  pas t  p re jud ices  and s te reo types  and to  consu l t  w i th  us  fo r  a
common good.

I  t h a n k  y o u ,  M r  C h a i r m a n .


