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Good af ternoon Mr.  Chai rman.  I  am Ted Rowe,  Pres ident  of  the
Wor ld Forum on the Future of  Spor t  Shoot ing Act iv i t ies.  The Wor ld
Forum a t tended the  2001 Smal lArms Conference and has  a t tended a l l
o f  the Biennia l  Meet ings of  States.  We are an ECOSOC NGO and we
represent  the  in te res ts  o f  over  one hundred mi l l ion  hunters  and spor t
shooters f rom around the wor ld.

Mr .  Cha i rman,  I  wou ld  espec ia l l y  l i ke  to  address  the  fu tu re  o f  the
Program of  Act ion f rom the perspect ive of  an organizat ion that  has
been invo lved a t  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  w i th  the  issue o f  smal l  a rms and
l ight  weapons even before the incept ion of  the Program of  Act ion.

Over  the past  n ine years s ince the Program of  Act ion was adopted
the Wor ld Forum has had two very consis tent  messages.  F i rs t ,  we have
asked that  the Uni ted Nat ions recognize that  the vast  major i ty  of  smal l
arms in  the wor ld are f i rearms legal ly  owned and possessed by the
ci t izens of  member s tates.  Second,  we have asked that  the Program of
Act ion remain focused on speci f ic  so lut ions to the problem of  i l legal
t ra f f i ck ing  in  smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons.

Mr .  Cha i rman,  I  am d isappo in ted  to  say  tha t  our  f i rs t  message
seems to have fa l len on deaf  ears.  l f  one were to read each and every
repor t  o f  the var ious Biennia l  Meet ings,  regional  meet ings,  exper t
repor ts ,  e t  cetera,  one would f ind no acknowledgement  or  recogni t ion
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of  the ex is tence and leg i t imacy of  legal ly  owned and possessed

f i rearms w i th in  the  c iv i l ian  popu la t ion  o f  the  wor ld .

Unfor tunate ly  Mr .  Cha i rman,  I  must  say  tha t  our  second

message has  a lso  has  fa l len  on  deaf  ears  and no t  been heeded.  In  the

interest  of  brev i ty ,  I  wi l l  say noth ing more other  than to observe that  in
general  the Progra m of  Act ion has lacked focus.

None the  less  Mr .  Cha i rman,  the  ques t ion  or  ques t ions  remain ,

where should we go wi th both the 201-1 Open Ended Meet ing of

Government Experts and with th e 20L2 Review Conference ?

M r .  Chai rman,  I  would suggest  that  the Meet ings of
Government  do  what  we have asked the  Un i ted  Nat ions  to  do  s ince  our

involvement  over  these many years and that  is  to  focus on the real
p rob lem.  The rea l  p rob lem tha t  the  Program o f  Ac t ion  shou ld  address  is

not  the legal  c iv i l ian f i rearms owners but  the i l legal  t ransfers of  large
numbers  o f  mi l i ta ry  smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons.  Mi l i ta ry  smal l  a rms
shou ld  be  de f ined as  those capab le  o f  fu l l y  au tomat ic  f i re .  A
recommendat ion we have made for  many years.

The i l lega l  t rans fer  o f  m i l i ta ry  a rms shou ld  be  the  focus  o f  the
2012 Review Conference. Specif ics should be proposed to the Experts
Groups and cons idered by  the  Conference.  NGO invo lvement  shou ld  be
encouraged in  bo th  venues.We,  the  Wor ld  Forum,  w ish  to  be  invo lved
and are ready and wi l l ing to  of fer  posi t ive so lut ions.

Thank you Mr .  Cha i rman


