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Mr. Chairtnan,

I have the honour to take the floor on behalf of the

comrnunity (cARlcoM) In this regard, cARloM

lndonesia on behalf the Non-Aligned Movetnent.

fbtrrteen tnetnbet' states of the Claribbean

aligns itself to the statetneut tnade by

I r'ish to thank Ms. De Z<>etenin her capacity as F-r'iencl of the Chair fbr her u'ork on the "I)t'aft

Conceptual Wor-king paper on International Cooperation and Assistance." Let tlre begin by

saying that the CIARICOM region has identified the issue of international cooPeration and

assistance as pir,otal to the success of its eflbrts to impletnent the progl'all)rlle of action to

cornbat and eradicate the ill icit trade in srnall arrns ancl Iight u'eapons atrd s'otrld therefore seek

to tnake solne colnlllents ou this area.

N{r. Chairtnan,

CARICOM $,ishes to highlight that the geo-strategic irnpoltance of the region as a k.y

transhiprnent and final destination point for srnall arms and light \\'eapons Ilecessitates a high

Ier.el of regional, hemispheric and international cooperation to eflbctively address the isstre'

I' this r-egard, CARICOM s.elcornes the reference made in the Working Paper to identifying

corc,-ete \\,ays to irnprove irnplernentation of the Progratntne of Action oll the isstte of

ir ter 'at ional cooperation and assistance. Specif ical ly, CARICOM n'ould $' ish to reqttest

greater infbrlration on the rnodel project outline being developed by the Oflice fbr

Disarrnament Aflairs (ODA) to be ut i l ised fbl states in outl ining their assistance needs' Otrr

acti'e engagerlent n'ith the international cornrnunity, partictrlarly in the rlrtrlti lateral cotrtext,

ancl the resulting rnultiplicity of reporting requirernents, is an isstte of concern fbr srlrall states

*.ith lirnitecl capacity and institutional support. CARICOM therefbre n'elcolnes the suggestion

that the BMS 4 coulcl endorse ODA assistance for states u'ith the identification of international

assistalce neecls ancl u,ith rnatching national needs to available international resotlrces'

Aclclitionalll,, CARICOM believes that the issue of srnall arrns and light n'eapons treecls to be

acldressecl at the regional and inter-regional level through fi 'amew'orks and rlrechanistns geared

to the prornotiop of cooperation ancl partnership, especially alnollg those Stzrtes rr'here \\'eaPons

originate, transit and sel-\,e as destination countries. For exatnple, greatet' partnet'ship catt be

deyelopecl to fight against this scourge by rnany Afi' ican and Caribbean states, given the

groq'ing ill icit gurls and drugs tracle betw'een the West Coast of Afi' ica atrd sotne parts of the

Caribbean ancl Arlerican region. Strch mechanisrns \\'ould reflect the gros'ing importance of

South-Sogth, North-Sogth ancl Triangular cooperation, u'hich is provirlg to be sttccessftrl in

addressing the achievernent of other internationally agreed development goals.

Mr. Chait'tuan,

CARICOM has benefitted frorn various regional eflbrts trndertakel] to address the ill icit trade

in srlall arrns and light n,eapons. The ongoing n'olk of the United Natiorts Regional Centre fbr

peace, Disarrlarnept ancl Developrnent in l,atin Atuerica and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC) on



Firearrls Destr-uction ancl Stockpile Managernent Assistance has provelt particularll ' efibctive

in this regard.

Additionally, the Regional lntegrated Ballistic Infbrrnation Netu'ork (RI BIN) is a nrajor

regional initiative that targets 'crirne guns', through ballistic identification. 
'fhe 

initiative aitns

to simultaneously shzrre this infbrrnation arnongst lau,' enfbrcetnent agencies in participatirlg

CARICOM Mernber States and, ultimately, rvith potential "sotu'ce countries". It w'il l contribtrte

to higher detection and conviction rates. The vision fbr RIBIN is that, orlce ftrlly irtc--orpot'ated,

it n'il l l ink the regional nenvork u,ith international systetns, incltrdin g inter dlia the Llnited

States National Integrated Ball ist ics Identi f icat ion Netu'ork (NIBIN), as n'el l  as, possibly, into

e-trace operated bv the Llnited states.

Mr. Chait'tnan,

At the Hernispheric Level assistance has also been rendered to Metnbet 's of the Organization of

American States (OAS) to irnplernent the 1997 Inter-Arnerican Convention agairlst the ill icit

N{anLrfhcturing of and frafiicking in Firearrns, Atntnunitiotr, Erplosives and Other Related

Materials (CIFTA) and the l99T Model Regulat ions for the Control of the International

Moyernelt of Firearrns, their parts and Cornponents and Arntnutrition (Model Regtrlations) of

the OAS.

Nevertheless, although these eflbrts have been rnade greater international assistatrc-e and

cooperation is neeclecl. l 'he fiagility and vulnerability of our econotnies has been exacerbated b)'

the global economic and financial clisis and lirnits the availabilit; ' o1 national l 'esotrl'ces to

address the issue. The fbrttrnes of the vast majority of our ecouotnies are indelibly linked to the

need to continue successfully rnarketing the region as a safb touristn destirtation. In this regard,

the presence of, and ill icit trade in, srnall al'rns and light u'eapons and the concotnitant increase

in crinrinal act ivi ty i t  occasions, is an issue that threatens our continued econotnic grou'th and

developrnent.

lr{r. Chairrnan,

The nature of our needs at the level of international cooperation and assistatrce calt therefbre lle

considered as reaching a critical if not urgent level. 
-[he 

imltlicatiotrs of a failure to

comprehensively address the ill icit trade in srnall arnts and light \\'eaporls irt ottl ' region

tr-anscend the peace and sectrr i ty agenda and are also inextr icably l inked to isstres of 'social and

econotnic cleveloptnent.

11 colcllsion, the Member States of CARICOM s'ould like to expl'ess our u'il l i lr€lltess to u'ork

in a constluctive rnannel' to expand trpon the areas identified in the u'orking papel' as llleastll 'es

that could be adopted in the al'ea of international cooperation and assistauce and u'e lt>ok

forn'ard to u'orking s'ith you tou'ard the successful conrpletion of'this ttreeting.

I thank you.


