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Mr Chairman

1. I am speaking on behalf of the European Uruon. The Candidate Countnes xxx. the Countnes

of the Stabilisation arrd Association Process and potential candidate countnes xxxx. as well

as xxxx alim themselves w'ith this declaration'

As this is the first time I take the floor dumg thrs bienmal meettng of States, allow me ltrst to

congrarulate you on ./our appointment as Charperson. The EU supports the rnnovatiYe

approach launched by your predecessor and consistentiy foliowed b-v -You to focus discussion

of thus meeting on slrecific topics identified in advance. \r\Ie rematn convinced that the

ultimate goal of eirch bienxlal meeting is to agree on precise and operational

recorrmendations airr.ing at ensunng the fuIl impiementation of the LiN Programme of

Action. Such an app()ach becomes even more appropriate u'ith the perspective of the 2012

Review Conference orr the {.N PoA. We also u,elcome the S/orkrng Papers developed b"v you

and the Friends of th,: Chag, whuch provide a good basis and several ideas to develop our

work dunng this u'eek,

Mr Chairman, I woul,J like to thank the facilitator of today's debate, It{r Fedenco Perazza of

Uruguay for all the wrrk he has done in prepanng a paper to guide our deiiberations. The EU

considers that the isstre of the prevention and combat of iiiicit trade of SALW across borders

deserves our utmost consideration. It lies at the core of most of the challenges that LN

Member States decic,ed to address nine ,vears ago when adoptrng the tlf{ Programme of

Action. The activities of the EU in thrs field are guided by the EU SAL\V Strategl', adopted at

the level of Heads o1' States. in December 2005. Tius Strateg' clearl,v identifies the need to

strengthen border anC expon controls to prerient the illicit rrade rn SAL\V. as one of the

pnonties for EU action.
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A+ . The EU adopted in lggg a code of conduct on A:rns Exports, esrablishrng common cntena

for all EU Member States, to regulate therr exports in conventional weapons' In 2008 the

Codeo fConduc twasrep l ' l cedbya lega l l l ' b ind ingCommonPos i t i ononconven t iona lanns

exports, rncrudrng brokenng acti'ities in its scope. These instruments ha'e allorn'ed our

Member States to reinforce their conffols o\rer exports of weapons, rncludtng sALw' and to

increase coherence rn the export policies of our Member States. Dunng the past three years

the EU has also been pr:omoting the application of the common Position by countries

neighbouring the Uruon, tirough outreach events and the provision of technical assistance'

The European uruon has cleveloped an Eu Integrated Border Secunry \4odel covenng all

aspects of border policy in order to prevent and combat illicit traffickrng' in addition, in the

framework of deveropm:nt and cooperation assistance, the Eu has contnbuted to the

elaboration of an OECD-DAC manuai on secunfy sector refornq includrng some

recommendations on integrated border management u'hose pnncipies constirute a reference

for the handiing of goods and persons across borders. The EU encourages the impiementanon

of these principtes u,luch should be systemarically applied in order to fight illicit traffickjng

wlrilst addressing comrPt.-on.

Mr Chaiman, the EI-l's experience in the freld has proved that the erchange of informatron

among reievant national and regional authonties regarding mot'ements across borders of

iiiicitly traded sALw is key rn eradicatrng the trafficklng of u'eapons. \\'e are convinced that

inter-agency consultatiorrs and coordination, urvolvrng customs, justice. border' police and

military personnel should be reurforced at national and regional leveis. Therefore. \'e

u,elcome an,v initiative in this drection. The exchange of iCormation on tracked illegal

SALW, as part of un-authorized re-export. should not be irmited to the bilateral level. The

availability of thrs rnformation at regronal and global level can sigmficantly contnbute to

preventing other SALW from being trafficked eiseu'here.

I u,ould also like, Mr Chairman, to underline the importance of the Uruted Nations

Convention against Tnlnsnational Organized Cnme as weii as the Firearms Protocol as fu'o

legaily brnding instnrnrents aliou'ing better morutonng of the illicit manufacruring and trade'

ln this regard, the European Umon is considenng to take further acuon to support the full

rmplementation of the Uruted Nations Convention Agarnst Transnationai Orqaruzed Cnme.

and its Fuearms Protocol.
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8 . ln the EU SALW Strategy, our Member States agreed to promote the inclusion of common

international criteria for controls on SALW transfers in the Lt{ PoA. We continue to

consider this issue an important one that desen'es further consideration from all l}J

Members States. We are pleased to see that tius question is among those referred to rn the

document prepared b:r the facilitator for the agenda item we are discussing today' Let me

also add that we renrain convinced that any rutiative in thrs regard has the potential to

positively contribute to the u,ider process aiming at establishlng common rnternational

standards for the trarLsfers of all conventional weapons, through the adoption of an Arms

Trade Treary.

Finaliy Mr Chairrnffi, I would like to devote a feu' u'ords to a specific aspect of today's

agenda item u,here the EU has the potential to bring concrete added value. In recent,vears, the

EU has been undertalcrng several measures to prevent the illicit trade of S.A'LW via air

ffansport. As an example of these measures, specific warnmg s1'stems have been developed

u,itlun the Union to thus extent. \li e are no\ r concentratrng on the development of specific nsk

assessment tools that q,ould enhance cooperation and coordrnation among customs, border

controls and police authonties, and make it easier for competent authonties to identify and

seize weapons illegal..y traded via air. The EU plans to share its know-how rn this field

through a senes of outreach and techmcal assistance activities. to be undertaken in the

framework of a new project. The EU has also been at the forefront of the deveiopment of air-

safefy mechanisms in order to rndrectl,v target air cargo camers smuggling $'eapons u'huch

usually goes hand in hand u'ith holding poor safery records. ln the frameu'ork of the Africa-

EU Patnership, concre:te measures are being explored for the rernforcement of cii'i1-aviation,

poiice and customs c€rpacities of our partner countries. ln addition. the EU is examrmng the

opportumtl' and modalities of supporting measures in Eastem Afnca at the national and

regional levels to fight anns traffrckrng via atr, interalia tbrough the promotion au safery

regulations, the suer.glheoiog of air sun'eillance s)'stems and the reinforcement of iarn'

enforcement capacities.
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