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Mr.  Cha i rman,

Belg ium congratu lates you and your team for  your sk i l fu l  and construct ive
chairmanship.  Belg ium fu l ly  associates i tse l f  wi th the statement by Spain
on behal f  of  the European Union.  We congratu late Mr.  Wi l l iam Kul lman for
preparing this concrete and useful discussion paper on the International
Tracing Instrument.

Let  me begin by conf i rming that  in  the Belg ian exper ience the UN
Programme of Action, the related report ing and the preparation of the
biannual  meet ings prove very helpfu l  in  st imulat ing cooperat ion between
the dif ferent national agencies involved.

I  am pleased to inform you that  Belg ium is  tak ing up i ts  responsib i l i ty  wi th
regard to the marking, record-keeping and tracing of SALW, consistent
wi th our  commitments under the Internat ional  Tracing Instrument.  In
2009, the department on i l legal arms of the Belgian Federal Pol ice
processed 160 t rac ing requests involv ing around 800 indiv idual  weapons.
Those requests from third countr ies reached Belgium via lnterpol and
Europo l .

The discussion paper mentions the impoftance of bi lateral arrangements
when i t  comes to tracing. We are pleased to announce that in March of
th is  year the Belg ian Federal  Pol ice s igned a Memorandum of
Understanding wi th the US Bureau of  Alcohol ,  Tobacco,  F i rearms and
Explosives (ATF) regarding the access and use of eTrace. This electronic
system facilitates firearms tracing and assists efforts to combat trafficking,

The discussion paper mentions the impoftance of assistance on tracing
and the ro le of  NGO's.  In th is  l ight  a l low me to ment ion that  Belg ium
supporLs an NGO-project that involves the analysis of i l l ic i t  SALW seized
from the arsenals of armed non-state actors in third countr ies. The
project 's report contains recommendations in order to reduce the r isk of
d ivers ion.  This br ings me to the next  point .

Belgium would l ike to elaborate on the sharing of information on traced
il l ic i t  arms. As was mentioned in the EU statement, we bel ieve that the
improved avai labi l i ty  of  in format ion on t raced i l l ic i t  arms at  regional  and
even global level can signif icantly contr ibute to prevent SALW from being



diver ted.  We would l ike to see th is  ref lected in the outcome document of
th is  years  meet ing .

As the d iscussion paper r ight ly  points out ,  t rac ing of fers an ef fect ive
means to identi fy potential i l legal f i rearms traff ickers and routes. In
addi t ion to th is ,  Belg ium bel ieves that  t rac ing- informat ion can also be a
powerfu l  tool  for  reducing the r isk of  d ivers ion in the decis ion-making
process on arms t ransfer  l icenses.

Mr .  Cha i rman ,

Reducing the r isk of  d ivers ion is  an object ive general ly  accepted cr i ter ion
in arms export  regulat ions around the wor ld.  Tracing informat ion can
reveal  that  cef ta in buyers represent  an increased r isk of  d ivers ion,  and
therefore deserve special attention in case of future transfer l icense
requests.  However,  in format ion on t racked i l legal  SALW is current ly  very
f ragmented and of ten d i f f icu l t  to  access for  arms t ransfer  l icensing
author i t ies.  Put t ing the p ieces of  the puzzle together by shar ing th is
t rac ing- in fo rmat ion  on  a  b i la te ra l ,  reg iona l  and even a  g loba l  leve l  wou ld
improve the abi l i ty  to asses the r isk of  d ivers ion and increase
accountabi l i ty .  The operat ional izat ion of  th is  approach could necessi tate
the inc lus ion in the end-user cer t i f icate of  the commitment by the state of
destination to promptly noti fy the state of origin in case of theft or loss of
the SALW concerned.

Next  month we wi l l  gather for  the f i rs t  preparatory commission for  a
future Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). Belgium is a strong suppofter for a
robust and effect ive ATT. Such a treaty could also make a major
contr ibut ion to combat ing the i l l ic i t  t rade in SALW, provided i t  would
contain a cr i ter ion on the r isk of  d ivers ion.  Belg ium strongly bel ieves that
the inc lus ion of  such a cr i ter ion in an ATT combined wi th the improved
exchange of  in format ion on t racked i l l ic i t  SALW would be an important
step ahead in our  common goal  of  prevent ing the i l l ic i t  t rade in SALW.

Tha n k you M r .  Cha i rma n .


