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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset iet rne take this opportunity to express congratulations to vou on

your assumption to the Chair of this fourth Biennial Meeting of States (BMSa) to

Consider the Nationai,, Regional and Global lmplementation of the Programme of Action

to prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the Iliicit Trade in Small Arms and Light weapons

(SALW) in all its Aspects. I also ertend best r.vishes to the other members of the Bureau

on their election.

Jamaica associate's itself rvith the statements rnade by St Vincent and the

Grenadines on behalf of the Canbbean Community (CARICOM) on this agenda item and

the delegation of lndones]a on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

Mr. Chairman.

As a small island developing State Jamaica continues to grapple rvith the harmful

effects of the iliicit trade in small arrns which is endangenng the u'ell being of our

people, and their socio-economic development.

Recent events in our nation's capital Kingston, has underscored a pertinent fact;

that the easy access to small arrns and i ight lveapons prontotes confl icts, exacerbates

violence, increases the activit ies of organized crime and in manv instances threatens to

undermine the authority of the State as well as the socio-economic development of our

society.

For many developing countries l ike Jamaica, one of the many and vaned lvays by

rvhich those engaged in the trafficking of illegal weapons have n-ranaged to exploit rvith

impunity has been throug;h relatively open and moderately secured borders.



The porous natur€ ,lf our borders: iand, air and sea', has unwittingly facilitated to a

rarge extent, the illicit trade in small arrns and iight \^,eapons on our shores' the

Government continues to push for improved and increased mechanisms to mitigate the

florn,of i l l icit small arrns tlrrough the country's ports of entry and coastl ine'

Our Ministry of National Securitl'

comprehensive policy ag;enda to support

solutions including legislative proposals is

time.

continues to lt'ork assiduously' to develop a

national security objecttves. A plethora of

being explored by the Government at this

- l '5c 
t ransnat ional  tJ inrcnsion of  thc problcm cannot be overstated'  

' l 'hc- 
i l l ic i t

traff ic i1 srnall arms is part of thc crinrinal nctu'orks that crtcnd to countries in South

:\rnerica. Ngrth Arnerica and i:urope. 
' l 'hat 

is u'hv the arclive ctl i laboration assistance of

our regional and internatronal partners is crucial in our fight to develop and implement

effective border control nrethods, practices and procedures'

The French, US and UK governments have contributed greatly to increased sun'eillance

activity along the island's coastl ine.'[-hese efforts have bolstered our capabii i t ies and

capacity to respond effic;iently and effectively when the need arises. Additionaily, our

partners including the government of Canada have provided support in areas such as:

training for law enforcernent agents; financial assistance to the Jamaica Defense Force

Coast Guard and the provision of lon-Scan Machines at our airports.

Cooperation r,vith the United States has yelded a number of bilaterai agreements,

which include a Mantinre Counter Narcotics Agreement, commonly refered to as the

"Ship-rider" Agreement. Through this Agreenrent the Jamaica Defense Force Coast

Guard and the US Coast Guard and Naval Vessels participate in joint activit ies in the

region inclusive of Jamaica's territoriai w'aters and Exclusive Economic Zones, with the

objective of intercepting "go fast boats" conveying drugs and guns from Central, North

and South America.



continuecl coope|ati0rr. at the bilateral and regiOrral levcls- it l  thc tornt t l f capacitl '

building and tl-re suppll, of equipment. is crit ical to our abil i tY to rcspol-ld tt l  thc tnenitce tl l '

smal l  arms traf ] ' icking u' i r ich t i r reatcns ol t f  socio-cconorl ic stabi l i t r"

The nerus betr,veen narco- trafficking and the illicit trafficking in small arms and

light weapons cannot be ignored and in this regard the Government remains committed to

confronting the challenges at hand' Recent efforts include:

The 
-l.ransnational cnme and Narcotics Division has been restructured,

upgraded, staffed and equipped to provide a formidable force in

disrupting and reducing all trafficking related offences; and the

Arrests o f gang leaders as a means of tackling organized crime; and'

The introdtrction in parl iarnent of neu' anli-crinre legislation

At the regional level, Jamaica continues to participate meaningfully [ ' i th our

parlners in the Caribbean C't)rnnrrinitv in efforts to address the crinle and securitv agenda

through the impiementatLon Agency for Crime and Security (IN{PACS) and the Council

of Ministers responsible for National Securitv and La'uv Enforcement (CONSLE). Or-rr

la*'elfbrcemept apparatJs hitvc also devc-iopcd ongoing dialt lguv- i l i1d ccll laboration $'ith

orher counrries i1 the Car:ibbean Basin u'ho are siuri iarl l '  ait l ictr-d bi the i l l icit trattrcking

in small etnlts aud drugs.

Mr. Chairman,

The outcome of this Fourth Biennial Meeting of States to consider the

implementation of the POA on SALW must encourage greater cooperation and

collaboration among and betu,een State institutions regionally and internationally'

including: inforn1ation exchange, strengthening of border controls, upgrading of

equipment and the development of training progamnles for off icials'

I than-li you.


