
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPI]BLIC OF'
SIERRA I,,EONtr TO THT I]NITtrD NATIONS

245 F,,ast 49th Street ' New York. NY 10017

STATEMENT

by

Mr. Lawrence L. Bassie
Chief o'l l  Staff, Office of National Security

at the

Fourth Bielnnial Meeting of States to Consider the
lmplementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat
and Eradicate ther l l l ic i t  Trade in Small  Arms and Light Weapons

New York, 14th June 2010

Check Against Delivery



Mn Chairmofl, nry delegation congratulates you on your

e lec t ion  as  Chai r  fo r  th is  a l l  impor tant  4 tn  B ienn ia l  Meet ing  o f

Sta tes  to  s tem the i l l i c i t  Trade in  Smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons

in  a l l  i t s  aspects .  \Ve a lso  congra tu la te  the  bureau and f r iends

of  the chair  for  the ser ies of  consul tat ions.  Sierra Leone wishes

to associate wi th the statement del ivered by the Non-Al igned

Movement  and the Af r ican Group de l ivered by  N iger ia  and

remains  po ised tc r  tack le  the  pro l i fe ra t ion  o f  smal l  a rms and
l ight  wea pons across i ts  borders f  u l ly  cogn iza nt  that  th ree out
of  the four  Mancl  River  Union States namely Sierra Leof le,

L iber ia and Cote d ' lvo i re have gone through conf l ic t .

Mn Chairmon, as rr post confl ict state which suffered the brunt
o f  the  abuse o f  smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons we cont inue to  be
commit ted to a l l  g lobal  ef for ts  to deal  wi th th is  scourge.  The
state of  Sierra Le,cne remains commit ted to the UNPoA and
f i rmly engaged wi th the ECOWAS framework for  conf l ic t
mappi f lg ,  prevent ion,  resolut ion and peace consol idat ion.  We
have cont inued to demonstrate our  support  for  th is  f ramework
by fu l ly  implement ing key provis ions of  the ECOWAS
conven t ion  on  sma l l  a rms  and  l i gh t  weapons  the i r  ammun i t i on
a nd other  re lated mater ia ls .

S ier ra  Leone is  benef ic ia ry  o f  techn ica l  and f inanc ia l  ass is tance
from the ECOWAS smal l  arms contro l  programme (ECOSAP) to
review obsolete smal l  arms legis lat ion and more important ly



estab l ish ing a  fu l l ' y  func t iona l  commiss ion on smal l  a rms and

l ight  wea pons.

Bear ing in  mind t l ra t  the  UNPoA is  a  mul t i la tera l  approach to

dea l ing  w i th  the  menace o f  smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons,

S ier ra  Leone has es tab l ished the S ier ra  Leone Nat iona l  Smal l

Arms Commission (SLeNCSA) by a statutory inst rument that  wi l l

s tand the test  of  t ime.

Mr, Chqirmofl ,  within the UNPoA normative framework i t  is

incumbent  on mernber  s ta tes  to  promulgate  and enact  nat iona l

leg is la t ion  that  w i l l  regu la te  weapons in  c iv i l ian  possess ion.  Th is

aspect  of  the UNPoA has been given the pr ior i ty  i t  deserves and
in th is  regard a re\ / iew of  the obsolete 1955 nat ional  legis lat ion

has been done ancl  a new legis lat ion that  ref lects contemporary

secu r i ty  cha l lenges as i t  re lates to sma l l  a  rms pro l i ferat ion is

be ing enacted.

l f  we are  to  take forward the implementa t ion  o f  the  UNPoA our
discussions over  t l re next  f ive days at  th is   th  Biennia l  meet ing

of  s tates have to be f rank and a f i rm level  of  commitment
shown by a l l  member states in our  col lect ive ef for t  to  deal  wi th
th is  menace o f  smia l l  a rms and l igh t  weapons pro l i fe ra t ion .

A seemingly grey errea which needs to be addressed is  technical
and f inancia l  ass is tance wi th a v iew to regulat ing f low of
weapons and lo ' r r rer ing armed v io lence in societ ies.  This
underscores the nr€ed to have civi l  society and pr ivate sector



complement the ef for ts  of  Governments '  as the ver i table

ins t rument  fo r  awareness ra is ing  and pub l ic  educat ion .

Sierra Leone remains f i rmly commit ted to the UNPoA Process,

the Ins t rument  on Mark ing and Trac ing and the Arms Trade

Treaty a nd you a nd you r bu rea u a re assu red of ou r utmost

cooperat ion.

I thank you Mn Chqirmon.


