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Translated from Arabic
Endeavours exerted by the Sultanate of Oman in implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects and, in particular, General Assembly resolution 64/50, paragraphs 10,11,12 and 13.
Introduction

The Sultanate of Oman is committed to implementing all components of the United Nations Programme of Action for preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, and to applying the International Tracing Instrument in an appropriate and effective manner. The Law on Arms and Ammunition regulates all matters relating to the licensing of small arms and light weapons and procedures followed by the relevant State bodies in order to curb the proliferation of or illicit trafficking in arms. 
I. National Focal Point


The Royal Oman Police Directorate General of Inquiries and Criminal Investigations is the national focal point for combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and for all matters relating to the Programme of Action.
II. National legislation


The laws that have been promulgated by the Sultanate in order to address issues relating to weapons include the Arms and Ammunition Law issued by Royal Decree No. 36/90 and its amendments, and the relevant implementing regulations. Set forth below are the most important points of that Law:

1.  Possession of firearms without a licence from the Inspector-General of Police and Customs is prohibited. 
2. Licences may not be issued to any person who has been convicted of a crime or misdemeanour in which a weapon was used, has been proven to suffer from mental or psychological illness, or has failed to demonstrate proficiency in the security precautions to be followed when handling any type of weapon.

3. Licences may not be granted to anyone convicted of a terrorist crime or imprisoned for a crime involving explosives, drug trafficking or arms trafficking.

4.  The import of any arms or ammunition without a licence from the Inspector-General of Police and Customs is prohibited. Such a licence specifies the type of weapon or    ammunition licensed for import. The Inspector-General of Police and Customs may refuse to issue or may shorten the duration of a licence, specify the type of arms to be imported under it, and impose any other conditions he feels are necessary for the maintenance of public security. He may also suspend or revoke a licence for reasons dictated by security or the public interest.

5.  Licences to carry weapons are issued by the Inspector-General of Police and Customs on a personal basis. The Law prohibits the transfer of licensed firearms to a third party without prior authorization from the Inspector-General of Police and Customs or his authorized representative, in accordance with established procedures.

6.  The Law restricts the types of arm that may be licensed to smooth-bore firearms (non-rifled); single-action pistols; and single-shot rifles.

7.  The Law does not permit the licensing of silencers, noise-reducing devices, telescopic sights which are affixed to firearms, machine guns, automatic rapid-fire rifles or rapid-fire pistols. 

8.  Strict regulations and conditions apply to the issuance of permits for the import of weapons and ammunition. Such permits are granted to a very small number of people who require them because of the nature of their work or the location of their residence. 

9.  The Law requires anyone who possesses a licence to trade in weapons to maintain two registers, one of which is an inventory, while the other records sales to licensed purchasers. 

10. The Inspector-General of Police and Customs determines where permits to trade in weapons and ammunition may be issued and where testing may be carried out.

11.  The Royal Oman Police monitors all transactions involving the import of small arms and light weapons and ammunition in order to ascertain compliance with the relevant legislation.

III. Monitoring of production


There are no factories in Oman engaged in the manufacture of weapons or ammunition.

IV. Marking


The marking of small arms and light weapons is an integral part of the manufacturing process. The mark provides the following information:

1. Place of manufacture.
2. Name or code of manufacturer.
3.  Batch number.

4.  Serial number of the weapon or its components.


That information is recorded in special registers in order to facilitate the monitoring of all weapons.


When a weapon is licensed, the Royal Oman Police places its own mark on the weapon before the owner takes possession. That mark can be used to trace the weapon at all times and should it be used in the commission of a crime.

V. Export procedures


There are no factories in Oman engaged in the manufacture of weapons or ammunition. Consequently, in Oman there are no weapons produced for export.

VI. Import procedures

1. No weapons may be imported without the approval of the competent Omani security agencies. Weapons are imported through legitimate companies that are licensed to import weapons by those agencies, the Ministry of Trade and Industry and the Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

2. All entry/exit points are monitored using the most modern equipment and latest methods, with a view to preventing any attempts to illicitly traffic in weapons.

VII. Transfer procedures

Weapons may not be transferred from one location to another without the approval of the Royal Oman Police at both the origin and destination points. Under the supervision of arms and ammunition experts from the military and security services that will store the weapons, strict security procedures are followed during loading, transfer, unloading and storage.

VIII. End user certificate


Upon the arrival of imported weapons, end user certificates are issued by the supervisory division of the Royal Oman Police. Comprehensive measures are taken to record data on all weapons in special registers.

IX. Control of weapons depots

1. Weapons are stored in military and security service depots that meet all conditions required for the safe storage of weapons.

2. The authorities employ guards who have been thoroughly trained in the protection of weapons depots and emergency response.

3. The quantity, type, serial number and distinguishing marks of each weapon in every depot are registered and documented; special surveillance equipment is used to protect depots.

4. Periodic unannounced inspections are performed by specialized committees in order to ensure that proper safety and storage procedures are being followed.

5. Annual inventories are performed in order to verify the stock and transfer activity of depots.

6. Seized, confiscated or surplus weapons are melted down.

X. Training, capacity-building and research


State agencies engaged in combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons make every effort to develop the technical capacities and specialist skills of their employees in all aspects of preventing crime, including crimes related to the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. They do so by means of the following:

1.  Organizing training courses on fighting crime, including the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. Those courses are aimed at developing trainee capacities in procedural and legal matters and training them in the latest scientific and technological crime investigation methods.
2.  Organizing specialized training courses on the storage and control of weapons and the management of weapons depots.
3.  Continually dispatching crime-fighting specialists, particularly those working in the area of the illicit trade in weapons, for training abroad in the latest methods of fighting crime.
4. Organizing seminars on fighting all types of crime, including the illicit trade in drugs and small arms and light weapons, in which all relevant agencies participate.
5. Conducting research and studies on combating all forms of crime, including the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. All relevant agencies participate in conducting such research and studies, the results of which are used to develop methods of fighting crime.
6.  Delivering special training programmes to Royal Oman Police officers on combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.

XI. Small weapons and organized crime


Since 1995, when the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders was convened in Cairo, Oman has emphasized that, although there is a direct link between organized crime and terrorism, no link had been proved to exist between weapons smuggling and the drug trade, albeit some drug dealers make use of illicit weapons in their criminal activities. Oman produces neither drugs nor arms.

XII. Cooperation with civil society and non-governmental agencies


Omani security agencies strive to include civil society in efforts to fight crime, including the illicit trade in drugs and small arms and light weapons, at the national, regional and international levels. They do so by means of the following:

1.  Establishing groups to provide protection against crime, with a view to strengthening efforts aimed at involving citizens in fighting crime; raising awareness of ways and means of guarding against crime; conducting social studies, with a view to analysing the components and dimensions of crime; and issuing publications to raise awareness of the dangers of crime.
2.  Through the Royal Oman Police, supporting the efforts of such groups by participating in their work, encouraging public involvement in the crime prevention efforts of the police and providing those institutions with structural and organizational support.

XIII. Awareness-raising

1. The agencies concerned with combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and drugs distribute informational materials via the press, television and the Internet in order to raise public awareness of the dangers of involvement with drugs, or the unlicensed possession of and trade in drugs and small arms and light weapons. 

2. The security agencies also help to raise public awareness by analysing the security dimensions of social problems and employing the results of studies when conducting awareness-raising campaigns using various media, and by holding meetings in universities, colleges, schools, factories, places of worship and sporting and social clubs.

3. Persons engaged in combating the illicit trade in weapons are informed of regulations and laws that are relevant to their field of work through the inclusion of pertinent information in educational curriculums and through training courses.

4. The Royal Oman Police has established special telephone numbers for reporting emergencies and crimes. Those numbers are 9999 and 1444, each of which is connected to multiple lines.

XIV. Recommendations


We urge all States to make available any information that they may have on trafficking in persons, drugs or arms, and urge those States that are able to do so to fulfil their responsibility to provide other States with the expertise and technology required for the development of their marking systems, as well as any other relevant assistance that may be necessary.

XV. Priority matters for Oman

1. International cooperation in controlling illegal cross-border trafficking in persons, drugs and weapons, suppressing international terrorism, and exchanging relevant information.

2. Cooperation in respect of the provision of technical assistance to enable States to improve their marking systems, thereby preventing the obliteration or alteration of the features of weapons or any data imprinted thereon.
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