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Translated from Arabic

Kingdom of Bahrain

Report on implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects 

First: Control and numbering of Public Security Force weapons

1. The Department of Supply and Provision, through the Ministry Arms and Ammunition Division, undertakes all the measures necessary for the numbering of Public Security Force weapons and registration of their details in the relevant records. Those records are regularly amended, updated and reviewed, in accordance with provisions of the international instrument.
2. With respect to measures to prevent the removal of numbers, there are no weapons factories in the country. When small arms and light weapons are imported, the necessary measures are taken in accordance with the laws regulating the matter.
3. The Ministry is taking action to update the systems relating to armories, using the most modern technological means to register, store and update the relevant data.
4. Through the General Directorate of Criminal Investigation, rules governing the provision of strict and full security for the licensing of the ownership of small arms and light weapons are strictly complied with. All necessary enquiries are carried out before permits for arms, ammunition and explosives are granted.
Second: measures taken with a view to prevent illicit trafficking in small arms


The commitment made by the Ministry of the Interior to undertake the security responsibilities that have been delegated to it, of which the most important is to prevent and suppress the commission of all types of crime, including the possession or use of firearms, whatever the purpose of that possession, acquisition or use, involves activating preventive protection methods and tightening controls by its various agencies, as set forth below:
(a) Measures taken by Ministry agencies in order to control the borders and prevent the smuggling or possession of firearms or trading therein without a permit:


- Through the General Directorate of Criminal Investigation, the General Department of Port Security, the Coast Guard and Customs, Ministry departments and agencies take every possible security measure to monitor and control the borders, in order to prevent the smuggling of any banned materials, including arms. The Ministry equips those agencies with up-to-date technical equipment and means in order to assist them in carrying out their duties fully and effectively by tightening up the monitoring of all international ports and following up air and land freight shipments.

- Ministry security agencies, in coordination with Civil Aviation Affairs, the General Organisation of Sea Ports and the State security apparatus, as appropriate, control entry points and exchange information on any illicit activities involving firearms in general. 

- The Coast Guard Directorate, in coordination with the Royal Bahrain Naval Force and the General Organisation of Sea Ports, carries out many maritime patrols and, with a view to preventing the smuggling of any forbidden goods, including arms, operates maritime check points that inspect small vessels entering Bahraini territorial waters.

- Freight companies are monitored and investigated.
(b) Tightening measures governing the licensing of arms and ammunition


Permits for the ownership, use and circulation of weapons are granted by the Ministry under strict conditions, which include the following:
1. In order to prevent weapons being held without a permit and identify and suppress the underlying reasons for that situation, any instances of such possession are thoroughly investigated. Requests for permits are scrutinized in order to verify that they satisfy the conditions laid down in Statute No. 16 of 1976 concerning explosives, weapons and ammunition, and related executive decisions. The necessary investigations are carried out on those who submit requests for permits. 
2. With a view to enabling tracking and the renewal of permits, statistical records are prepared that include all licensed weapons and all pertinent data and information.

3. Permits are withdrawn when the licensee violates any of the conditions governing the granting of the permit or when it is established that the weapon has been used during the perpetration of a crime, and when the weapon has been lost, given to another person, or sold without any of the legally prescribed measures having been taken. 
Third: Measures taken regarding international cooperation in this field

(a) The Ministry of the Interior has concluded many security-related memorandums of understanding, cooperation and coordination and several bilateral agreements of which the aim is to exchange security information and cooperation, in order to control and prevent crime, suppress smuggling operations and any type of border infiltration, and exchange information on the use of the most modern technology in order to combat any and all types of attempt to smuggle, and all forms of organized crime.
(b) The Ministry undertakes all the security measures and arrangements necessary to implement obligations under the international conventions to which Bahrain has become a party and, in particular, obligations relating to combating and eradicating the illicit trafficking or smuggling of small arms. Such obligations include those relating to the following instruments:
1. The security agreement concluded by Gulf Cooperation Council States, to which Bahrain became a party pursuant to Law No. 8 of 1995. That agreement provides, in article 3, that weapons, ammunition and explosives and related components may only be imported, exported or transported through the legal channels. The agreement also provides for the exchange of information on the use of the most modern technology in order to combat any attempt to smuggle and, in particular, to smuggle or illicitly traffic in weapons, and all forms of organized crime.

2. In Law No. 8 of 2004, Bahrain approved ratification of the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, which provides that appropriate measures shall be taken to suppress illicit activities, that information shall be exchanged between States parties and that investigations shall be carried out through the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol).
3. Law No. 9 of 2004 approved accession to the International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, which provides that States parties shall take measures to suppress terrorism and terrorist attacks that employ weapons, explosives or other deadly means.

The Ministry is therefore taking the measures specified in those agreements to control entry points and cooperates with Interpol in the exchange of information and suppression of attempts to smuggle weapons, in accordance with its international commitments. 
Recommendations:


The issue of international cooperation to prevent arms smuggling through entry points should be included on the agenda of the forthcoming meeting.

The issue of international cooperation in the provision of technical and technological assistance to States in developing design systems to prevent erasure or alteration should also be included on the agenda.
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