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Translated from French
Report
of Côte d'Ivoire
On implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects

Introduction
The National Commission of Côte d'Ivoire to Combat the Proliferation and Illicit Circulation of Small Arms and Light Weapons is now in the process of being established. Therefore, for structural and organizational reasons, the present report could not be validated.

A) National level

1. National coordination agency

The National Commission of Côte d'Ivoire to Combat the Proliferation and Illicit Circulation of Small Arms and Light Weapons.

This Commission is attached to the Office of the Prime Minister. 

2. National point of contact

ADJOUSSOU, Godefroy Désiré Bénoît, Inspector General of Police,

Chairman of the National Commission to Combat the Proliferation and Illicit Circulation of Small Arms and Light Weapons
Telephone: +225 22 52 91 91; +225 02 00 05 05

Fax: +225 22 52 91 93

E-mail: dgadjoussou@yahoo.fr
3. Legislation, regulations, administrative procedures

i) What national laws, regulations and administrative procedures exist to exercise effective control over small arms and light weapons in the following areas? (II.2)

There is Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives, and also Decree 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition.

This law and its implementing decree do not address export, re-export, transit or trans-shipment.

The law says nothing about marking, tracing and brokering of small arms and light weapons. 
	National Laws, Regulations and Decrees



	Area:
	Law/ Regulation/ Decree
	Date

	Production
	Loi 98-749 du 23 décembre 1998 and Décret No. 99-183 du 24 février 1999 portant réglementation des armes légères et munition (articles 16 to 22 of the decree)
	

	
	Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition (Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 and Decree 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition)

	
	Provides for the authorization to produce or repair weapons, their parts and ammunition.

	Import
	Loi 98-749 du 23 décembre 1998 and Décret No. 99-183 du 24 février 1999 portant réglementation des armes légères et munitions 
	

	
	Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition 

	
	Law No. 98-749 provides, in articles 3 and 4, for prior administrative authorization and Decree No. 99-183 does so in articles 23 through 26.


ii) What national measures exist to prevent the manufacture, stockpiling, transfer and possession of unmarked or inadequately marked SALW? How have these been implemented? (II.8)

Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 and Decree 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition address measures related to production. However, they do not take up the issues of stockpiling, marking, tracing and brokering in SALW. 
iii) Please describe how national laws, regulations and procedures that impact on the prevention, combating and eradication of the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects are made public. (II.23)

Publication in the Official Gazette
4. Law enforcement/criminalization 

i) What national legislative or other measures exist to make the illegal manufacture, possession, stockpiling and trade of SALW criminal offences under domestic law? How have these measures been implemented? (II.3)

The laws and regulations referred to above also provide for criminal and administrative sanctions based on the dangerous nature of this category of weapon and the gravity of the offence involving production, import, transport, storage, receipt, possession, bearing or illicit transfer of weapons, ammunition, gunpowder or explosives. 
	National criminal offences relating to illicit SALW


	Area:
	Law / other measure 
	Date

	Manufacture 
	Loi 98-749 du 23 décembre 1998 portant répression des infractions à la réglementation des armes et munitions et substances explosives and Décret No. 99-183 du 24 février 1999 portant réglementation des armes légères et munitions
	

	
	Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition

(Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition)

	
	Penalties vary depending on the degree of danger represented by the type of weapon in question and the gravity of the offence committed involving production, import, transport, stockpiling, receipt, possession, bearing arms or illegal transfer of weapons, ammunition, gunpowder or explosives.

	
	

	Possession
	Loi 98-749 du 23 décembre 1998 portant répression des infractions à la réglementation des armes et munitions et substances explosives and Décret No. 99-183 du 24 février 1999 portant réglementation des armes légères et munitions
	

	
	Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition

(Law  98-749 of 23 December 1998 and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition)

	
	Idem

	
	Web link

N/A

	Stockpiling
	Loi 98-749 du 23 décembre 1998 portant répression des infractions à la réglementation des armes et munitions et substances explosives and Décret No. 99-183 du 24 février 1999 portant réglementation des armes légères et munitions
	

	
	Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition

(Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition)

	
	Idem

	
	Web link

N/A

	Trade
	Loi 98-749 du 23 décembre 1998 portant répression des infractions à la réglementation des armes et munitions and substances explosives and Décret No. 99-183 du 24 février 1999 portant réglementation des armes légères et munitions
	

	
	Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 setting forth penalties for violations of regulations on weapons, ammunition and explosives, and Decree 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governs light weapons and ammunition
(Law 98-749 of 23 December 1998 and Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing light weapons and ammunition)

	
	Idem

	
	Web link

N/A


ii) Have those groups and individuals engaged in the illegal manufacture, trade, stockpiling, transfer, possession, as well as financing for acquisition, of illicit SALW been identified, where applicable? What action has been taken under appropriate national law against such groups and individuals? (II.6)

No.

iii) What national measures have been taken, including legal or administrative means, against activity that violates a Security Council arms embargo in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations? (II.15)

None.

	National measures for the enforcement of

UN Security Council arms embargoes



	Area:
	Legal means
	Date 

	Enforcement of  United Nations arms embargoes 
	Law: Title/provision in original language
	

	
	Title/provision in English translation (and short form)

	
	Short description of the functions of the  law/provision

	
	Web link


	National measures for the enforcement of

Security Council arms embargoes



	Area:
	Administrative means
	In place since

	Enforcement of United Nations arms embargoes 
	Short description of the procedure(s) used to prevent/punish violations
	

	
	Web link
	


5. Stockpile management and security

i) What national standards and procedures exist for the management and security of SALW stocks held by armed forces, police or other authorized bodies? (II.17)

There are strict internal SALW management and security measures within the Defence and Security Forces that are specific to each unit.

	National standards and procedures for stockpile management and security


	Group:
	Standards / procedures
	Date

	Armed forces 
	Name and briefly describe 
	

	
	Web link

	Police
	Name and briefly describe
	

	
	Web link
	

	Other authorized bodies
	Name and briefly describe
	

	
	Web link


ii) How often are stocks of SALW held by armed forces, police and other authorized bodies reviewed? (II.18)
N/A at this stage. 

iii) How are those stocks of SALW held by armed forces, police and other authorized bodies that are surplus to requirements identified? (II.18)

N/A at this stage. 

6. Collection and disposal

i) Please give details of any national programmes that have been established and implemented for the responsible disposal of surplus stocks of SALW held by armed forces, police and other authorized bodies. (II.18)

A programme is now being developed.

ii) Is destruction the means used to dispose of such stocks? (II.18)

iii) What national measures exist to safeguard such stocks prior to their disposal? (II.18)

iv) Subject to the exceptions set out in paragraph II.16 of the United Nations Programme of Action, are all confiscated, seized or collected SALW destroyed? (II.16)

v) What methods has your country used to destroy surplus stocks of SALW designated for destruction? (If appropriate, please make reference to the report of the Secretary-General (S/2000/1092) of 15 November 2000.) (II.19)

vi) Please give details of any information on SALW confiscated or destroyed within your jurisdiction that is submitted to relevant regional and international organizations. (II.23)

7. Export controls

i) Please describe the system of export and import licensing or authorization, as well as measures on international transit, used by your country for the transfer of all SALW. (II.11)

The national licensing system addresses only the import of SALW. Authorization is granted by decree. The conditions are mentioned in article 16 to 23 of Decree No. 99-183 of 24 February 1999 governing small arms and ammunition.

ii) Please describe the national laws, regulations and administrative procedures used by your country to ensure effective control over the export and transit of SALW. How are these measures implemented? (II.12)

None
	National laws, regulations and administrative procedures used 

to ensure effective control over SALW export and transit


	Area:
	Laws / regulations / procedures
	Date

	Export 
	Title in the original language  N/A
	

	
	Title in English translation (and short form)

	
	Describe how the law is designed to ensure control over SALW export. Explain how it is implemented in actual practice.

	
	Web link

	Transit
	Title in the original language N/A
	

	
	Title in English translation (and short form)

	
	Describe how the law is designed to ensure control over SALW transit. Explain how it is implemented in actual practice.

	
	Web link


iii) Does your country use authenticated end-user certificates for this purpose? (II.12)

None
iv) Does your country notify the original exporting State when re-exporting or retransferring previously imported SALW? (II.13)

None
8. Brokering

i) What national legislation or administrative procedures exist to regulate the activities of those who engage in SALW brokering within national jurisdiction and control? (e.g. registration of brokers, licensing or authorization of brokering transactions and appropriate penalties) (II.14)

None
9. Marking, record keeping and tracing

i) Does your country require licensed manufacturers of SALW to apply an appropriate and reliable marking on each weapon as an integral part of the production process? (II.7)

None
ii) Is this marking unique? (II.7)

iii) Does this marking identify the country of manufacture? (II.7)

iv) How does this marking otherwise allow concerned authorities to identify and trace the relevant weapon? (II.7)

v) How long are records kept on the manufacture, holding and transfer of SALW under your jurisdiction? (II.9)

All holders of permits for the manufacture of arms or ammunition or for arms repair must keep a special register numbered and initialled on each page by the Defence Minister or his representative. 

vi) What national measures exist for tracing SALW held and issued by the State? (II.10)

None
vii) Please give details of any steps taken by your country to cooperate in tracing illicit SALW, including the strengthening of mechanisms based on the exchange of relevant information. (III.11)

None
10. Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR)

i) Please describe any disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) programmes your country has developed and implemented, including the effective collection, control, storage and destruction of SALW. (II.21)

There is a DDR programme which is managed by three actors. It is a joint structure which is a product of the two forces, the Integrated Command Centre (ICC), the National Programme for Community Reinsertion and Rehabilitation and the National Civic Service Programme. The ICC has been tasked with overseeing the process for the disarming and demobilization of ex-combatants and the disbanding of self-defence groups under the supervision of impartial forces. The process could be described as follows: (a) assembling; (b) disarming of those who are going to be demobilized; (c) assignment of volunteers for the new armed forces to temporary quarters under the responsibility of each force with stockpiling of weapons; (d) demobilization of the others; (e) reintegration into planned programmes.*
ii) Please describe how your country has addressed the special needs of children affected by armed conflict, in particular the reunification with their family, their reintegration into civil society, and their appropriate rehabilitation. (II.22)



*
Translator’s note: This answer is a faithful reflection of the French.

In Côte d' Ivoire, the forces signed a plan of action for the protection of children involved in the fighting in 2005; it allows for the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to coordinate the care of those children. 
iii) Please describe any DDR programmes or activities that your country has supported. (II.30, 34)

See paragraph (i).
11. Awareness-raising

i) Please describe any public awareness and confidence-building programmes on the problems and consequences of the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects that your country has developed and implemented (including the public destruction of surplus weapons and the voluntary surrender of SALW). (II.20)

Pending the establishment of the National Commission, the Côte d'Ivoire section of  the West African Network on Small Arms, a strategic and operational partner of the ECOWAS Small Arms Control Programme in the fight against SALW, has overseen implementation of the national information and awareness campaign on the dangers of proliferation and misuse of such weapons, with technical support from the United Nations Development Programme.
ii) Please describe any education and public awareness programmes on the problems of the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects that your country has encouraged. (II.41)

There is no such programme.
B.) Regional level

1. Legally binding instruments

i) Has your country been involved in negotiations for the conclusion of legally binding instruments aimed at preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects? (II.25) 

Côte d'Ivoire has been involved in negotiations regarding accession to the Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons, Their Ammunition and Other Related Materials of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

ii) Where such instruments exist, please describe the steps your country has taken to ratify and fully implement them. (II.25)

Civil society advocacy actions resulted in Parliament authorizing ratification of the Convention by the President of the Republic. 

2. Moratoria and action programmes

i) Please give details of any support your country has given moratoria or similar initiatives on the transfer and manufacture of SALW, and/or regional action programmes to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects (including cooperation with States concerned in the implementation of these initiatives). (II.26)

Côte d'Ivoire is party to the ECOWAS moratorium on the import, export and manufacture of such weapons. 

3. Regional Cooperation

i) Please describe any involvement your country has had in the establishment of subregional or regional mechanisms with a view to preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade in SALW across borders (in particular trans-border customs cooperation and networks for information-sharing among law enforcement, border and customs control agencies). (II.27)

There is customs cooperation within the framework of ECOWAS.
ii) Please describe any initiatives your country has undertaken to encourage regional and subregional action on illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects in order to, as appropriate, introduce, adhere, implement or strengthen relevant laws, regulations and administrative procedures. (II.28)

C.) Global level

1. International instruments against terrorism and crime 

i) What existing international legal instruments against terrorism and transnational organized crime has your country ratified or acceded to? (II.38)

None
2. International cooperation and assistance

i) Please give details of any assistance, including technical and financial assistance, your country has provided for purposes of supporting the implementation of the measures to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects as contained in the United Nations Programme of Action. (III.3, 6, 10, 14)

ii) Please describe any initiatives your country has undertaken to enhance mutual legal assistance and other forms of cooperation in order to assist investigations and prosecutions in relation to the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects. (III.13)

iii) Please give details of any assistance your country has provided to combat the illicit trade in SALW linked to drug trafficking, transnational organized crime and terrorism. (III.15)

iv) Please give details of your country's cooperation with Interpol for the purpose of identifying those groups and individuals engaged in the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects. (II.37)

Côte d'Ivoire is host to the Interpol  Regional Bureau for West and Central Africa.
v) Please give details of your country's use and support of Interpol’s International Weapons and Explosives Tracking System database (including providing relevant information on the illicit trade in SALW). (III.9)

vi) Please give details of your country's cooperation with the United Nations system to ensure the effective implementation of arms embargoes decided by the Security Council in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. (II.32)

There is cooperation between the United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) and the Ivorian authorities in order to provide for effective enforcement of the arms embargoes.

vii) Please describe any steps your country has taken in cooperation with other States, or regional or international organizations, to develop common understandings of the basic issues and the scope of the problems related to illicit brokering in SALW. (II.39)



*
Translator’s note: This is a faithful reflection of the French, which could be seen as ambiguous.

No.*
3. Cooperation with civil society and non-governmental organizations

i) Please give details of cooperation with civil society and non-governmental organizations in activities related to the prevention, combat and eradication of the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects, at the national, regional and global levels. (II.20, 40, 41; III.2, 18)

Civil society is well represented (5 seats out of 17) on the National Commission of Côte d'Ivoire to Combat the Proliferation and Illicit Circulation of SALW.
4. Information exchange

i) Please describe any steps taken by your country to exchange information on national marking systems on SALW. (III.12)
There is no such initiative at this time. 

ii) Please give details of any information on, inter alia, SALW confiscated or destroyed within national jurisdiction, or other relevant information such as illicit trade routes and techniques of acquisition, that your country has submitted to relevant regional and international organizations. (II.23) 

There is no such initiative at this time.

5. Training, capacity-building, research

i) Please describe any initiatives your country has undertaken to enhance cooperation and exchange of experience and training among competent officials, including customs, police, intelligence and arms control officials, at the national, regional and global levels in order to combat the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects. (III.7)

There is no initiative at this time. Programmes are being developed.

ii) Please describe any regional and international programmes for specialist training on small arms stockpile management and security that your country has developed or supported. (III.8)

Côte d'Ivoire has supported two regional programmes for specialist training on small arms stockpile management and security in Mali and Nigeria.

iii) Please give details of any action-oriented research aimed at facilitating greater awareness and better understanding of the nature and scope of the problems associated with the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects that your country has developed or supported. (III.18)

There is no such initiative at this time.

