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Integrated National Report

On the Implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects
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On the Implementation of the International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons

(International Tracing Instrument)
Introduction

The Government of the Czech Republic takes a view that combating and eradicating illicit trade in small arms and light weapons is a very important contribution to the international security on global, regional as well as on national levels. It enables countries to go ahead in social and economic development and to improve the standard of living in many aspects. It is also an integral part of consistent exercise and implementation of human rights and promotes the observance of respect and dignity of all peoples. The Czech Republic strongly supports the achievement of these goals, embodied in the UN Programme of Action and in the International Tracing Instrument (ITI). The Czech Republic fully implements and fulfils the requirements of the UN Programme of Action and of the International Tracing Instrument. The presented national report has a complementary character to the reports handed over in previous years, namely in the period 2006-2009.

National authorities and legislation

1. National Coordination Agency

Overall and comprehensive policy guidance in combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons ("SALW") is provided by the Government of the Czech Republic that is responsible for control of the fight against illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and of the legal transfers, trades, exports, imports and disposals of small arms and light weapons.

Several governmental authorities are involved in coordination but no specific national coordinating institution or agency has been established. Cooperation is taking place among a few governmental authorities complementing one another. According to the Act No.122/1997 Coll. on System of Ministries and Central Authorities of the State Administration of the Czech Republic, as amended, the control and surveillance of arms, ammunition and explosives, arms trade, export, re-export, import, transfer, brokering and licensing, the observance of relevant laws, treaties, conventions, decrees and regulations fall within the competence of the following institutions:  the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Industry and Trade, the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Finance. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs coordinates the efforts relating to the implementation of both the Programme of Action and the ITI with the other above-mentioned ministries and with other institutions involved (e. g. Association of the Defence Industry of the Czech Republic).

2. National points of contact

a. The national contact point for liaison between States in matters relating to the implementation of the Programme of Action as well as of the ITI and matters resulting from the international commitments and obligations in general is the United Nations Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.

Address:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

The United Nations Department

Loretánské náměstí 5

118 00 Prague 1

Phone:

+ 420   22418 2324

Fax:

+ 420   22418 2026

E-mail:
osn_sekretariat@mzv.cz

b. The national contact point responsible for implementation of the ITT in concrete cases is a special department of the Police of the Czech Republic.

Address:

Police of the Czech Republic

Directorate for Arms, Ammunition, Explosives and Arms Equipment

Police Headquarters

Strojnická 27

P. O. Box 62

170 89 Prague 7

Phone:

+ 420  974 834 435

Fax:

+ 420  974 834 726

E-mail:
rsscp@mvcr.cz
c. The national contact point responsible for licensing is a special authority within the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic.

Address:

Licensing Office of the Ministry of Industry and Trade

Dittrichova 21

Prague 2

120 00

Phone:

+ 420 224 907 643
or
+ 420 224 907 672

Fax:

+ 420 224 907 690
or
+ 420 224 212 133

Website:
www.mpo.cz 
or
www.mpo.cz/dokument50572.html (in English)


The Licensing Office of the Ministry of Industry and Trade grants licences on goods, whose export or import has been monitored or whose quota have been restricted by the UN, the EU or bilateral treaties. The Licensing Office further grants licences on import and export of military material, goods related to international control regimes rules (so-called dual use items) and restrictions specified by the EU regulations, and /or restrictions implemented by the UN.

 3. Legislation, regulations, administrative procedures

The Czech Republic legislative system contains comprehensive and detailed regulation concerning SALW, ammunition, and explosives and arms equipment. The national laws have been adopted during the previous years. Mostly, they were introduced before the adoption of the UN PoA and are gradually improved and amended. Furthermore, implementing regulations and edicts that control the production, sale, purchase, export, re-export, import, transit, transfer, brokering and an eventual diversion to unauthorized recipients are issued by the governmental authorities in order to enable rigorous, consistent as well as smooth application of the appropriate laws.

This policy of the Government of the Czech Republic, including the system of laws, is compatible and fully in accordance with the relevant EU directives, UN and UN SC resolutions, with international law, conventions, treaties and with obligations and commitments, arising from them.

The Government of the Czech Republic approved the Government Decree No.10 on January 5, 2009, which tasked relevant Ministries and State Authorities to prepare amendments concerning a unified system of treatment with commodities embodying a certain liability, to which both SALW and ammunition belong.

During 2009, seven amendments to the existing laws have been adopted; four of them entered into force in 2009, three of them are still in the process of consideration with anticipated effectiveness in 2010.

-
The core laws and regulations:

Act No. 38/1994 Coll.
 on Regulation of Foreign Trade in Military Material, as amended,

(so-called “Foreign Trade in Military Material Act”),

Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on Proofs of Firearms, Ammunition and Pyrotechnic Devices, as amended, (so-called “Firearms Proofing Act”),

Act No. 594/2004 Coll. on Implementation of a Community Regime for the Control of Exports, Transfer, Brokering and Transit of Dual-Use Goods and Technologies, as amended,

Act No. 156/2009 Coll. on Treatment of Things Useable for Defence and Security Purposes, as amended,

Act No. 220/2009 Coll. on Changes and Amendments to the Act No. 38/1994 Coll.,

Decree No.332/2009 Coll. on Implementation of the Act. No. 38/1994 Coll., as amended.

Act No.484/2008 Coll. on Amendments to the Act. No. 119/2002 Coll. on Firearms and Ammunition, (so-called “Arms Act”).

Small arms and light weapons (including ammunition), explosives and arms equipment in usage and service with the Czech Army and Police Forces are subject to separate laws:

Act No. 273/2008 Coll. on the Czech Republic Police, as amended,

Act No. 219/1999 Coll. on Armed Forces of the Czech Republic, as amended.

Trade in non-military SALW is subject to separate law: 

Act No. 228/2005 Coll. on control of trade in products the possession of which is restricted in the Czech Republic for security reasons, as amended.

The Czech Republic’s laws and implementing regulations, governmental decrees and orders are published in the official Collection of Laws, which is available to the public. Appropriate laws can also be found on the websites of the relevant ministries.

Foreign Trade with SALW

As to the foreign trade with SALW and ammunition, only legal entities established in the Czech Republic are eligible to seek the official permit to engage in foreign trade in SALW. A separate license from the Licensing Office of the Ministry of Industry and Trade is required for each new transaction. The dealer must meet the requirements of special legislation (e.g. it must hold an arms permit for the appropriate arms group). Applications for permits to engage in foreign trade in SALW are scrutinized by the Licensing Office of the Ministry of Industry and Trade, in consultation with the Defense, Interior and Foreign Ministries. Dealers holding the permit must obtain a license for each new contract. This case-by-case scrutiny of transactions ensures that the appropriate precautions are always taken. In practice, there are several types of precautionary measures; however, verification of the authenticity and validity of end-user documents is a routine step taken in each case. The Foreign Ministry's consent is required in all cases, to ensure that the activities of Czech dealers abroad are in accordance with the economic, foreign policy and security interests of the Czech Republic.
During the customs clearance procedure, the customs authorities (General Directorate of Customs of the Czech Republic) check whether the dealer holds the required license, whether the deal meets the terms and conditions of the license and complies with the applicable laws, and whether the data given by the dealer are correct. 

Intra Community transfers of military material are checked across the country by mobile customs teams. The Czech Republic Customs Service has special investigating teams working closely with other governmental authorities, namely the Police and intelligence services.

The Czech Republic Customs Service attends the meetings of international organizations such as the Wassenaar Arrangement and the Proliferation Security Initiative as well as the other international specialized meetings to share experience and knowledge regarding the illicit trade in arms and ammunition, including SALW.

Czech legislation governing foreign trade in military material provides an adequate basis for the control of brokering activities. Like other business activities in this sphere, brokering must meet the conditions laid down by the laws.

Implementation of the UN PoA

The keystone of the implementation the UN PoA within the Czech Republic is close cooperation of government authorities mentioned above regulating industry, trade, security and defense.


The Czech Republic’s legislation norms covering SALW and firearms came into effect before the adoption of the PoA and fully comply with its provisions. The legislation system and regulations established in the Czech Republic cover all aspects of the PoA and they are compatible with other regional and international commitments, in particular with regulations within the EU. The Czech Republic provides regularly overall information on SALW to the relevant EU authorities. Within the framework of the regional cooperation the Czech Republic provides information on SALW to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and its member states.


Achievements in the implementation the UN PoA are targeted into regional and international cooperation and support. At the regional as well as global levels, the Czech Republic supported all initiatives leading to greater transparency and creation of universal standards.


As part of these efforts, the Czech Republic voluntarily contributed CZK 1.8 million to the United Nations Trust Fund for the Consolidation of Peace through Practical Disarmament Measures in 2008 and it covered part of costs of the seminar aimed at enhancing the implementation of the PoA and ITI organized by the UNODA for the representatives of the ECOWAS countries, which took place in the Czech Republic in the period of September 14 - 18, 2009. Besides the financial assistance, the main contribution of the Czech Republic consisted of a high-level expertise of relevant Czech specialists. 

� Collection of Laws 
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