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Ghana views as extremely important and critical  the need to initiate preventive measures to address the menace of SALW proliferation. We consider the tackling of illicit weapons proliferation as fundamental to the overall sustainable long term development of our country. In this regard and in line with our regional and global level commitments we have established the Ghana National Commission on Small Arms(GNACSA) to deal and manage issues relating to small arms, especially their misuse and cross border movement.

Since its establishment, the Commission has undertaken a nationwide public awareness, sensitisation and awareness raising campaign’s, drawn up a comprehensive National Action Plan and is in the process of engaging the Attorney General’s Department, the National Security Council and the relevant stakeholders to review the current laws, acts and legislations governing SALW with the view to harmonise  them with the ECOWAS Convention on SALW and other Related materials and the UN PoA to Prevent, Combat, Eradicate Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects and other international protocols that Ghana is signatory to. The review is expected to ensure and enhance tighter controls on licensed arms dealers, oversight mechanisms of  transfers from entry points to prevent transit leakages; provide guidelines on the activities of brokers, provide express mode of handling confiscated weapons, stipulate tough mandatory sentences for violations as well as limits on the number of weapons an individual can possess.

The Minister of the Interior through the Ghana Police Service exercises            controls to implement the ban on the manufacturing of SAL. Although it is a banned activity ,the law makes an exception  that manufacturing can be allowed at arsenals established by the Government or to an entity to whom license has been given to by the Government.

A.NATIONAL LEVEL

The Ghana National Commission on Small Arms under the Ministry of the Interior has been designated as the national coordination agency and to act as a liaison between States on the implementation of the UN PoA on Small Arms and Light Weapons and other international protocols on Small Arms and Light Weapons.

1.NATIONAL COORDINATION AGENCY

Ghana National Commission on Small Arms

Ministry of the Interior
P. O. Box M42

Accra-Ghana

Phone
: (+233 30) 2669071, 2687410

Fax
: (+233 30) 2687410, 2687409

Email
:

Website: www.smallarmscommission.com.gh
2.NATIONAL POINT OF CONTACT

The Executive Secretary

Ghana National Commission on Small Arms

Ministry of the Interior

Accra.

Phone
: (+233 30) 2669071, 2687410

Fax
: (+233 30) 2687410, 687409

Email
: 
applerjones@smallarmscommission.com.gh" 

applerjones@yahoo.com

applerjones@smallarmscommission.com.gh
.

3.LEGISLATION, REGULATIONS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

The Laws and regulations covering small arms in Ghana currently are:

[i]
Arms and Ammunition (Act 1962) Act 118

[ii]
Arms and Ammunition Regulation 1962, LI 200

[iii]
Arms and Ammunition Decree 1972, NRCD 9

[iv]
Arms and Ammunition (Amendment) Act 1996 Act 519

[v]
National Commission on Small Arms and Light Weapons Act 2007 Act 736
	PRODUCTION


	The production of firearms is regulated by Arms and Ammunition Act (1962) Act 118 and Arms and Ammunition Decree NRCD 9.

The Arms and Ammunition Act (1962) Act 118, section 1 & 2 provides that no person shall import any firearms except in accordance with a permit granted by the Minister .It provides also in section 16 of the said law that manufacturing or assembling of firearms and ammunition can be allowed in  arsenals established by Government.  The Arms and Ammunition Decree of 1972 also prohibit the production of Arms, but provided in section 6 of the Decree that persons interested in gun production must apply to the government for licenses. The combine effect of these laws is that although the production of firearms is not prohibited, however  nobody/entity has applied and been granted a license to produce. In Ghana currently there is no formal production capacity, except a few blacksmiths and artisans who produce crude firearms illegally. 



	EXPORT


	Regarding Export, Import and Transit, the same Laws mentioned above regulate these activities. Under these enactments imports and exports are allowed but except in accordance with terms and conditions of import and export license granted by the Minister. With regard to the transit and Re-transfer of firearms, our laws does not provide for the transit and transfer of weapons/firearms through our territories to other countries.



	IMPORT


	

	TRANSIT
	

	RETRANSFER
	Not Applicable


Ghana is however in the process of reviewing her firearms laws to provide for these emerging issues in the management and control of firearms and SALW’s.

4.LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINALISATION

Under the Criminal Offences Act(1960),Act 29 as amended in Act 458 of 1993 illegal possession of firearm is a 1st degree felony and attracts a  prison terms ranging between 7 – 25 years. In Ghana illegal manufacture, possession, stockpiling and trading of SALW are all 1st degree felony and attract a prison term of 7 – 25 years with no option of a fine.

NATIONAL MEASURES FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL ARMS EMBARGO
As stated earlier the Government of Ghana is aware of the dangers of SALW proliferation in undermining, political stability, regional security and development, so in this regard UN and ECOWAS Arms embargoes are held in high regard. These embargoes are brought to the attention of the relevant state institutions to guide their administrative actions. Ghana has been a firearms importing country and does not transfer or import for state and non-state actors of other countries in view of our international obligations and commitments.

5. STOCKPILE MANAGEMENT AND SECURITY

In Ghana the Armed Forces Law requires the Armed Forces to keep records of all weapons imported by them. Their stocks are periodically reviewed by them and these records are considered as national secret and are not reviewed by other bodies. However steps are being taken by the GNACSA to engage the Armed Forces on the transparency and accountability obligation of Ghana under the ECOWAS Convention on Small Arms, the UNPoA on Small Arms and the International Tracing Instrument.

The Police Service operates a manual system of recording small arms information. This is tiring and cumbersome. The Ghana Police Service is being assisted by the UNDP through the GNACSA to computerise their firearms units in the Regions and capture SALW date electronically; however this assistance cannot be extended to the districts and major towns due to resource constraints.

6. COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

Weapons are collected through confiscation by the Security Agencies when they are being smuggled or after a successful prosecution of a firearm related criminal  case in our courts by the State. Amnesty for illegal gun owners are also used to collect weapons or to capture these weapons into Police records. The last Amnesty was granted in 2003.  

 According to the Arms and Ammunition Regulation (1962) LI 200, the Regulation 67 gives the Minister of the Interior discretion on the mode of disposal of these arms. The Ghana Police Service is the organisation legally responsible for the destruction of small arms and light weapons seized or collected; the law is silent on surplus firearms with the Armed Forces. Therefore in Ghana the law in principle does not forbid alternative uses for seized weapons. This gap has been noticed by the Ghanaian authorities as it does not guarantee claw-back of seized firearms into circulation, so it would be addressed in the review of the firearms/SALW law that is to be undertaken.

EXPORT CONTROLS

[i]
Arms and Ammunition (Act 1962) Act 118

[ii]
Arms and Ammunition Regulation 1962, LI 200

[iii]
Arms and Ammunition Decree 1972, NRCD 9

[iv]
Arms and Ammunition (Amendment) Act 1996 Act 519

[v]
National Commission on Small Arms and Light Weapons Act 2007 Act736
Under these enactments imports and exports are allowed but except in accordance with terms and conditions of import and export license granted by the Minister.
8. BROKERING

The current law in Ghana does not provide any regulation to regulate the activities of brokers. This will be address in the review.

However in Ghana, the law allows for the import of firearms but this license or permit must be granted by the  Minister for the Interior.

9. MARKING, RECORD KEEPING AND TRACING

The marking, record keeping and tracing of fire arms is not provided for in our law. Although the Ghana Armed Forces and the Ghana Police Service and other security service organisations have some guidelines governing the marking on the weapons that they import, this is not a requirement in our law.

For instance, there is no law that requires a weapon imported into Ghana to have the name or brand of manufacturer, name or code of country, caliber, and serial number, year of manufacture, printing depths and unique organisation’s initial or logo. These requirements would be considered in the review process.

10. Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration(DDR)
Ghana has not undergone a DDR exercise.

11. AWARENESS - RAISING

The National Commission on Small Arms embarked on nationwide public education and awareness campaigns. The Commission has published series of articles in the state print media to create awareness on the dangers of SALW proliferation in the society. It has developed infomercial on the dangers of armed violence for showing on the local television stations. Officers from the Commisiion also from time to time appear on radio and television talk shows. Ghana openly destroys seized weapons as part of its awareness raising activities especially during the month of July of every year as part of the activities marking the United Nations Day on the fight against the proliferation of small arms and light weapons.

B. REGIONAL LEVEL
1. LEGALLY BINDING INSTRUMENTS

Ghana played a forefront role in the negotiation and adoption of the ECOWAS Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons and Related Materials, signed by Heads of States in Abuja on 6th June, 2006.

Although Ghana adopted and signed the said Convention on 6th June, 2006, it was ratified by our Parliament on 5th March, 2010.

2. MORATORIA AND ACTION PROGRAMMES
Ghana  ratified the ECOWAS Convention on SALW as of 5th March 2010.Accordingly there are plans and programmes to harmonise Ghana’s laws on arms and ammunition in line with the said ECOWAS Convention.

3. REGIONAL COOPERATION

 The Government of Ghana  supported the training programmes for security personnel  and through the Kofi Annan International  Peace-keeping and Training Centre hosted the capacity building training of ECOWAS NatCom personnel, security sector chiefs and officers , technocrats and civil society actors dealing with the control, management and combating of  small arms and light weapons proliferation. 

Ghana participated in the UNREC-Czech Republic training program aimed at building capacity and raising awareness of countries on their international obligations  under the International  Tracing Instrument and the UN POA on  illicit trading, manufacture of Small Arms and light weapons.

Ghana NatCom in line with the ECOSAP program has obtained equipment to assist in border control for the Ghana immigration Service as well as procured equipments to assist the NatCom in implementation of its mandate.
 The Ghana NatCom participated in its regional ECOSAP cluster meetings to design and harmonize work plans for approval and also to share experiential knowledge. 
C. GLOBAL LEVEL
1. International instruments against terrorism and crime
None

2. International cooperation and assistance
i) None
ii) Ghana has trained immigration officers from the Republic of Liberia to enable them better perform their work which includes the detection and seizure of SALW.

iii)Ghana Police Service  is an active participant of the West Africa Police Chiefs who meet annually to share knowledge on how to combat general and transborder crime including measures to curtail SALW proliferation in the sub-region. 

iv) Ghana is part of the Interpol network and receives and shares information consistently on combating international crime, especially car stealing ,narcotic drugs and small arm traceability.

vi) International arms embargoes are adhered to strictly by the Government of Ghana. These embargoes are brought to the attention of the relevant state institutions to guide their administrative actions. Ghana has been a firearms importing country and does not transfer pr import for state and non-state actors of other countries in view of our international obligations and commitments.
Vii) Recently Ghana participated in ECOWAS Defense and Security Ministers meeting in Abuja to discuss the need for the sub-region to have its own Small Arms and Light Weapons  database  to monitor activities of actors in the SALW arena including brokers. 
3. COOPERATION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOS

i) IANSA sends updates on news regarding developments on small arms and light weapons issues worldwide. There is a close collaboration between the Ghana Government and WAANSA (the regional representative of IANSA) in fashioning policies and programmes to control SALW. 

4. INFORMATION EXCHANGE
i) None, the Government of Ghana is still in the process of revising its legislations and practices to fall in line with the ECOWAS convention and international best practices.

ii) None

5. TRAINING CAPACITY BUILDING, RESEAR

The GNACSA with support from the UNDP has undertaken a number of capacity building training for the security sector and related agencies that have a bearing on small arms control within the country.

The Small arms Commission undertook 

I. A 5-day residential training for Arms clerk and armourers at Ghana Armed Forces Staff College. Participants were drawn from the armourers at the police, army, immigration services, and prison services.

II. In December  2009 the GNACSA supported a 5-day non-residential training  on cybercrime , participants were drawn from arms registration unit
III. In August 2009 as part of contributing towards knowledge sharing in this specialty area, the Executive Secretary participated in a 3-day workshop in South Africa at the Institute of Security Studies, where as a speaker her delivered a presentation sharing Ghana’s experiences in arms control.

IV. In December 2009 with support from the UNDP a select 5-member team made up of the commission board members embarked on a study visit to the US where they were guest of the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Department of the Justice Department, the Washington Police and the Weapons Removal and Abatement Division of the Defense Department.
V. Ghana benefitted from UNREC-Czech republic training on marking and tracing of weapons in September 2009 which was attended by the Ag. Executive Secretary of the Commission.
VI. In the area of research the Small arms Commission commissioned a consultant to undertake a study on blacksmithing with an aim towards developing acceptable alternative livelihood for local gun manufacturers.
