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"THE ILLICIT TRADE IN SMALL ARMS 
AND LIGHT WEAPONS IN ALL ITS ASPECTS"

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY ITALY 
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF:

· THE INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT TO ENABLE STATES TO IDENTIFY AND TRACE, IN A TIMELY AND RELIABLE MANNER, ILLICIT SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS
· THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION TO PREVENT, COMBAT AND ERADICATE THE ILLICIT TRADE IN SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS IN ALL ITS ASPECTS
ITALIAN LEGISLATION - GENERAL FEATURES
The approach of the Italian law towards the issue of SALW production, marking, record keeping, stockpiling and transfer is extremely stringent.

According to the Italian law, small arms and light weapons are divided into two sub-categories: common firearms and weapons for military use. These are regulated by different laws whose implementation falls, respectively, within the responsibilities of the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Defence.

  The legislative framework hinges upon three basic laws that regulate all different aspects of this sensitive field: 

· the Royal Decree 2482, dating back to 1935, regulates the “Provisions for the control of Armed Forces regular weapons, manufactured by the private industry” and envisages a mandatory testing of these weapons conducted by Institutions of the previous Ministry of War (at present, the Ministry of Defence);

·      in 1975, in order to clarify this specific matter, Law n. 110 was adopted containing “supplementary provisions to the regulations in force for the control of weapons, ammunitions and explosives”. Indeed, Law 110/75, by dividing weapons in “military weapons” and “common firearms”, regulates the latter sub-category falling within the responsibilities of the Ministry of the Interior, for which it is envisaged a registration system similar to the one long adopted by the Ministry of Defence.

In particular, art.1 defines military weapons as follows: “...of any kind that, due to their high offence capability, are or might be used by national or foreign troops for military use, as well as any kind of bombs and their components...”.

On the basis of the above definition, an ad-hoc inter-departmental Committee assesses whether a weapon falls within the category of “common firearms” and provides for its registration in the national register. Common firearms include revolvers, semiautomatic weapons and their ammunitions. Law n. 110 of 18 April 1975 also regulates the import and export of these weapons: the Ministry of the Interior has decentralised relevant administrative procedures, assigning them to provincial police headquarters;
·      import, export and transit of small arms and light weapons for military use are regulated by Law n. 185 of 9 July 1990, under the responsibility of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, acting in agreement with the Ministry of Defence.

CHAPTER I

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT TO ENABLE STATES TO IDENTIFY AND TRACE, IN A TIMELY AND RELIABLE MANNER, ILLICIT SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

· NATIONAL MARKING SYSTEM USED IN MANUFACTURE AND/OR IMPORT
As it has been stated in the previous report, Italy has fully approved the UN Protocols against organized transnational crime with the ratification Law N. 146 on 16th  March 2006, as they have been adopted by the UN General Assembly on 15th November 2000 and 31st May 2001. Therefore, the provisions under section 15 of the ratification law have been  immediately enforced, as regards the compulsory period for the maintenance of registers on the daily activity of weapons factories and shops, according to article 35: while  in the past the registers were to be kept for 5 years, now it has been determined a period of  10 years.
Moreover, in 2009 two bills were proposed (respectively by the Ministry for Economic Development and the Ministry for Simplification,) aiming at deeply changing the current regulations on small firearms and light weapons in order to align them with the relevant EU legislation.

In 2009 the State law regulating this matter remained unchanged. 

In December 2009 a computerized system, named SPACE, was introduced. When fully operational it will make it possible to trace electronically every firearm bound for the civil market, manufactured, imported, exported or held by Italian companies or nationals.

The Italian Ministry of the Interior is constantly in touch with the territorial branches dealing with weapons. It replies to related-issues and it grants the authorization for weapons export to the countries subject to the European Code of  Conduct. Additionally, the Ministry of the Interior constantly cooperates with the Judiciary and Police Forces regarding any problem linked to the identification and traceability of weapons; they are also competent for the coordination of the Provincial Public Security Authorities that issues licences to carry weapons.

·   TYPE OF INFORMATION PROVIDED ON FIREARMS BY MARKINGS
Markings provided as per below specification make any given firearm uniquely identifiable and traceable.

Civil / Sport market

· FIREARMS MODEL

· CALIBER OR GAUGE

· NAME OF MANUFACTURER

· LOGO OF MANUFACTURER

· COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

· SERIAL NUMBER

· IF APPLICABLE NATIONAL CATALOG NUMBER AS PER ITALIAN LAW 110/75

· NATIONAL PROOFING HOUSE STAMP EVIDENCING :

· YEAR OF MANUFACTURE

· OVERPRESSURE TEST 

· FOR U.S. MARKET ONLY NAME ,CITY AND STATE OF THE IMPORTER.

Military market  (military firearms identified as per Italian law 110/75 )

· FIREARMS MODEL

· CALIBER OR GAUGE

· NAME OF MANUFACTURER

· LOGO OF MANUFACTURER

· COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

· SERIAL NUMBER

· IF REQUIRED NATIONAL PROOFING HOUSE STAMP EVIDENCING:

· YEAR OF MANUFACTURE

· OVERPRESSURE TEST 

· FOR U.S. MARKET ONLY NAME ,CITY AND STATE OF THE IMPORTER.

· IF REQUIRED NSN ( NATO STOCK NUMBER ) MARKINGS,

FOR ITALIAN GOVERNMENT FORCES STAMPING OF MILITARY QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTORS

· NATIONAL PROCEDURES FOR CONTROL OVER MANUFACTURE
Due to the ratification of the above mentioned Convention, Italian law (in this case, the “Comprehensive Law on Public Security”) has been amended accordingly. 
In particular, as far as maintenance of information related to firearms at manufacture and at commercial sale is concerned, records will be kept, according to the amended law, for ten years. 
Detailed procedures indicated in previous reports submitted by Italy still apply.
CHAPTER II
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN PROGRAMME OF ACTION TO PREVENT, COMBAT AND ERADICATE THE ILLICIT TRADE IN SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS IN ALL ITS ASPECTS

· NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND CURRENT PRACTICE ON EXPORT POLICY, PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTATION, AND ON CONTROL OVER INTERNATIONAL BROKERING

a) Control on exports

No new legislation has been approved in 2009 on the matter. 
Detailed procedures indicated in previous reports submitted by Italy still apply.

b) Control on brokering activities

Italy is in the middle of an overall reform of the armaments export control system. The initiative, mainly focused on the transposition of the 2009/43/CE Directive and the Common Position of the Council of the EU 2008/944/PESC, is aimed also at regulating brokering activities in accordance with EU Common Position 2003/468/PESC.
· TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS.

No new legislation has been approved in 2009 on the matter. 
Detailed procedures indicated in previous reports submitted by Italy still apply.

· NATIONAL SECURITY PROCEDURES FOR SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS STOCKPILE
No new legislation has been approved in 2009 on the matter. 
Detailed procedures indicated in previous reports submitted by Italy still apply.

· NATIONAL COORDINATION
Established since June 2000 under the guidance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, an “ad hoc” technical working group on small arms and light weapons meets once a year. It includes representatives of relevant ministries, law enforcement agencies and relevant manufacturers associations. 
The Group provides an appropriate forum where to discuss the most relevant aspects of the issue, including major developments at the national and international level.

Discussions are usually focused both on preparation of the most important SALW-related meetings in the international agenda and on possible measures to undertake at national level in order to make implementation of relevant multilateral instrument even more effective. 
· INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION
United Nations- 
At the 64th UNGA, Italy co-sponsored the following adopted resolutions, which are relevant to small arms and light weapons;
-res. 64/22: “Objective information on military matters, including transparency of military expenditures”; 

-res. 64/30: “Assistance to States for curbing the illicit traffic in small arms and light weapons and collecting them”;
-res. 64/41: “Regional disarmament”; 

-res. 64/42:”Conventional arms control at the regional and subregional levels”;
-res. 64/48: “Towards an arms trade treaty: establishing common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms”;
-res. 64/50: “The Illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects”;

-res. 64/51: “Problems arising from the accumulation of conventional ammunition stockpiles in surplus”;
-res 64/54: “Transparency in Armaments”.
Italian delegates participated in the activities of the UN Expert Group working out a draft on a “Model Law” for those countries that have not yet adopted the protocol against illicit trafficking in weapons.
OSCE

In 2009, Italy continued to actively implement the OSCE document on small arms and light weapons, adopted in November 2000. In that framework, Italy presented national updates to the information exchange on major aspects of SALW (production, marking, export controls, brokering, destruction techniques) established by the above OSCE document. Italy participated in the OSCE meeting on the control of small firearms and light weapons. 
Other initiatives

1. The Italian Armed Forces destroyed the following small arms and light weapons, identified as surplus, on the Italian territory:

· 9 Rifles GARAND

· 1 Rifle AR 70/90

· 24 Rifles G3

· 4.150 Rifles FAL BM59

· 2.025 Machine Gun MG 42/59

· 2666 MAB

· 6152 miscellaneous.

Total: 15.027 small arms and light weapons destroyed within national borders.
2. In 2009, the Italian Armed Forces participating in multilateral peace-keeping and peace-enforcement operations collected and/or seized and destroyed the following small arms and light weapons:

KOSOVO

· 5 light weapons
3. In 2009 the Italian Armed Forces provided technical assistance to States/Programs organized by the International and/or Regional Organizations and concerning with light weapons:

	Place/Date
	State/Organization
	Assistance Provided

	Windhoek (Nabimbia)

From 28th  September 2009 to  3rd October 2009
	African Union and African Centre for strategic studies
	A Tutor participated in an international training seminar for the personnel of the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of the Interior and Foreign Office in order to improve the capacities for the SALW proliferation challenge.


· NATIONAL POINTS OF CONTACT
The Italian national point of contact for small arms and light weapons is Minister Plenipotentiary Giovanni Pugliese, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Directorate-General for Multilateral Political Cooperation, Disarmament and Non Proliferation Desk

 (Tel.: +39 0636912287; Telefax: +39 063235927;
e-mail: giovanni.pugliese@esteri.it).

The Italian national point of contact for small arms and light weapons  “traceability” is Ms. Maria Paravati, Ministry of the Interior, Department of Public Security, General Administration Office 
(Tel.: +39 0646548234; e-mail: maria.paravati@interno.it) 
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