[image: image1.png]



STATEMENT BY THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

TO THE

THIRD BIENNIAL MEETING OF STATES TO CONSIDER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

PROGRAMME OF ACTION TO PREVENT, COMBAT AND ERADICATE THE ILLICIT TRADE IN SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS IN ALL ITS ASPECTS

New York, 14-18 July, 2008

Mr. Chairman:

Distinguished Representatives:

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States, I am pleased to reaffirm the OAS’s continuing support for the implementation of the UN Programme of Action throughout the Western Hemisphere. As many of you are aware, the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and the Programme of Action share a number of commonalities: namely a focus on preventing and combating illegal firearms manufacturing and trafficking through strengthened national laws and legislations and increased mechanisms for information sharing and cooperation at all levels.
The OAS believes that CIFTA, adopted in November 1997, is a good example of value-added by a regional organization in that a number of its provisions appear in both the PoA and the Firearms Protocol that supplements the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. However, while the OAS encourages member states to ratify both CIFTA and the Firearms Protocol, and implement, as applicable, the provisions set forth in the Programme of Action, it is becoming increasingly clear that adoption of regional and/or international instruments alone is not sufficient to prevent and eradicate illicit gun flows throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, a region that is currently the second most violent in the world.
During the Second Conference of the States Party to the CIFTA, held in Mexico City this past February, the OAS General Secretariat presented a comparison of existing member state firearms legislation with the provisions set forth in CIFTA. In general terms, the laws of Argentina, Brazil and Nicaragua were found to be in significant compliance while the remaining States Party were found to be in partial compliance to varying degrees, but overall their national legislation is generally lacking – particularly with regards to marking, export and in-transit licenses and/or recordkeeping requirements. Of the signatory states, Canada and the United States are in significant compliance with CIFTA, even though they have yet to ratify the Convention. 

It is therefore apparent that greater efforts must be made to encourage states to adopt and implement stronger firearms controls by modernizing their national legal frameworks. Currently the OAS has available 5 model legislations to assist countries in this process, two of which fall within the key topics highlighted during this meeting:
· Harmonized Broker Controls
· Marking and Tracing
· International Movement of Firearms

· Legislative Measures to Establish Criminal Offenses
· Strengthening Controls at Export Points 

Over the next 2 years the OAS will draft and consider additional model legislation on Security Measures; Confiscation and Forfeiture; Record-keeping, Confidentiality and Exchange of Information; and Controlled Delivery. The OAS avails itself of this opportunity to offer its technical and legal support to all countries requiring assistance in adopting and implementing the provisions set forth in CIFTA and its model legislation, as well as those contained in other international instruments.

Also during the Conference of States Party, States agreed to strengthen effective hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat, and eradicate illicit arms trafficking, and promote cooperation and coordination with other organizations, including civil society. To this end, the OAS will endeavor to facilitate the exchange of information among States and strengthen national capacities to effectively combat this crime through the development of training programs for marking and tracing, stockpile management and destruction, among others.
Governments throughout Latin America and the Caribbean must enhance national, regional and international cooperation to prevent and combat illicit firearm manufacturing and trafficking and reduce armed violence in the region. The OAS unreservedly offers its support and assistance in this regard.

