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Mr Chair

Let me first congratulate you and the Facilitator on Stockpile Management Switzerland for your efforts in preparing for this session.

Australia very much welcomes the Facilitator’s paper on this issue.  The paper reminds us of the importance the Programme of Action places on stockpile management and surplus destruction.  And it provides a useful check-list to assist states in identifying areas in which they might consider seeking assistance.

Mr Chair

Australia has long implemented strict stockpile management and surplus control policies. We have identified many best-practices and, in our work with countries in our region, a number of simple but practical measures which can be implemented by all member states, regardless of their available resources. 

Clearly it is important that models and methods for stockpile management and surplus disposal are harmonised between all relevant government agencies, including the military, police, and corrections services.

Any destruction of surplus or confiscated weapons should include recording of serial numbers.  This facilitates future tracing requests by definitively eliminating weapons known to have been destroyed.

There are also low-cost but extremely effective measures, such as the “two-person rule” whereby no one person is authorised to enter an armoury alone.  Daily visual inspections are also essential.  

Mr Chair

Australia is committed to providing assistance to states facing difficulties with effective stockpile management and surplus destruction.  Our efforts are focused on the Pacific region.  

We have seen how important good stockpile management is in the Pacific. A purely numerical accounting of small arms and light weapons does not necessarily provide an accurate reflection of a situation.  Even small arms leaks can greatly impede armed violence reduction. And good stockpile management can build confidence in peace-building and state-building initiatives.

In the interest of sharing experiences, allow me to outline a few of the projects we have supported in the Pacific over the last few years.

Australia has provided support to the Papua New Guinea Defence Force weapons standardisation program.  This included technical advice and provision of specialist equipment and tools.  According to the Papua New Guinea Defence Force, between 26 June and 20 November 2006 3,426 surplus weapons were identified and destroyed.

Assistance has also been provided to the Royal PNG Constabulary over several years to address gun control and safety efforts, including the construction of armouries and training in use of armouries and secure containment of weapons.

Since September 2007, Australia has supported the appointment of a logistics adviser with the Bougainville Police Service to assist with the secure containment of weapons.

Further, on 1 February 2008, a new Samoan Police Headquarters in Apia was opened in a joint venture between Australia and Samoa.  The project included construction of an armoury to house police weapons.  It also involved training in the accounting and management of ammunition. 

We have provided at the back of the room a more detailed outline of our project in Samoa.

Traditionally, Australia has provided stockpile management assistance through bilateral channels such as the Defence Cooperation Programme.   

But we would be happy to discuss collaboration with interested NGOs active in the Pacific region.

Mr Chair

It is important that global, regional and national action on stockpile management and surplus destruction continues to be a priority.  

We would therefore be interested in discussing further the proposal in paragraphs 31 and 32 of the Facilitator’s paper to consider development of Protocol on this issue.  

For we must all work together to ensure continued momentum and cohesion for our efforts. 
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