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Mr. Chairman,


I have the honour to make a few remarks on behalf of the delegation of Guyana. First of all, congratulations to you Mr. Chairman as well as to the members of the Bureau. We are confident that your wisdom and leadership skills will guide our work in a successful manner. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for the open and transparent rounds of consultations which you held prior to the convening of this meeting.


My delegation aligns itself with the statements made by Indonesia on behalf of the NAM and Barbados on behalf of Caricom.

Mr. Chairman, 

Every day around the world, both in conflict and non conflict zones, nearly one thousand people are killed and many more injured as a result of the illicit trade in SALW.  For small states such as Guyana, the problem of illicit SALW is unquestionably linked with the illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs and related transnational organized crime. The scourge of crime and violence which has been visited upon our society, has caused significant loss of life and human suffering. It poses a serious threat to the safety and security of citizens, and our economic and social development. 


The resources needed to tackle the illicit trade in SALW and its related activities, diverts funding from education, health care and over all development in order to strengthen law enforcement efforts. Against this background, and given the transnational nature of the problem of the illicit trade in SALW, a multi disciplinary, multisectoral and holistic approach is imperative, involving the commitment of all states, and with the assistance of international and regional institutions.


The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Report, co-authored with the World Bank entitled “Crime, Violence, and Development: Trends, Costs, and Policy Options in the Caribbean”, places the issue of drugs at the centre of the Caribbean Region’s Crime and Security problems, and reminds us that Crime and Violence are also development issues. 


Faced with a major threat to the security of Caribbean societies, and in the context of our regional efforts to address it, Caricom has now made Security a fourth pillar of the integration movement. Moreover, at the 13th Special Session of Caricom Heads held earlier this year aimed at strengthening regional security, and, inter alia, confronting the challenges posed by the easy availability of SALW, our leaders called for enhanced regional support for and cooperation with the various initiatives agreed upon. 

Mr. Chairman, 


My Government remains committed to working with the international community to eradicate the danger to human life and livelihood represented by SALW. The issue remains high on our national political agenda and we continue to take steps to increase budgetary allocations and policy support to the Guyana Police Force and other relevant law enforcement institutions. 


Currently the Government of Guyana, with assistance from the United Kingdom, is implementing a multi-year Security Sector Reform Action Plan.  Included among the priorities of this Plan is the establishment of a Special Firearms Support Team. 


Even with the stepping up of efforts against gun-related crime, we still face a number of challenges in the implementation of the POA. We therefore call for the provision of increased international financial and technical assistance and support so as to assist capacity building not only in Guyana, but in all states that require such assistance.  Capacity building is urgently required in law enforcement, intelligence, to improve customs operations and to have access to adequate equipment and technology and facilities as well as proper institutional arrangements. 


We believe that the 3rd BMS provides an additional opportunity to enhance international mechanisms and cooperation against the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects. We hope that at the conclusion of this Meeting, we will have a renewed commitment towards international cooperation and assistance and national capacity building as necessary for the full implementation of the POA and that therefore cooperation and assistance must include the commitment of all states, particularly producing states. We are of the view that international cooperation and assistance should not be subjected to preconditions, including the submission of national reports. 
Mr. Chairman, 


My Government believes that it is critical that the UN take an active lead in strengthening a multilateral approach to addressing SALW. In concluding, I would like to assure you of our active and constructive participation in this 3rd BMS.   

I thank you.
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