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Mr. Chairman,
        Proper management of stockpile of SALWs held by security forces is crucial to prevent leakages, as in many cases these form the main source of illicit SALWs. Every effort should be made to destroy weapons which have been discarded due to up-gradation of weapons held or that have seized from miscreants, terrorists and others. As stockpile management and surplus destruction is a specialized activity which may need assistance and cooperation, countries in a position to do so, should extend help to countries that may require such assistance. The UN Secretary General in his recent report on Small Arms has in his recommendations noted that destruction of surplus ammunition stockpiles should be priority for peacekeeping missions and governments and safe and secure small arms stockpile management can be seen as litmus test of a government’s capability to function as a responsible guarantor of peace, security and development of its citizens. 

 We have been providing information on the stockpile management and surplus disposal regulations and practices adopted by our security forces in our national report. India has a comprehensive set of rules and procedures for the management of our stockpile and destruction of weapons seized from criminals and terrorists. Proper recording and periodic review of stockpiles, centralized storage and record-keeping of seized weapons is meticulously adhered to by the security force. We have been including a list of weapons seized by our security forces in our national report. 

India has undertaken several bilateral initiatives undertaken to prevent illicit trade in arms. Cooperation with these countries includes exchange of information and capacity building.  We remain committed to cooperate also in the  in the area of stockpile management. 

The discussion paper on the issue presented by Switzerland clearly recognizes the direct linkage between stockpile and surplus management and efficiency and strength of the armed forces. Advocating self-assessment by states while requesting for assistance, the paper suggests a separate protocol to take responsibility in area of cooperation and assistance. However, as cooperation and assistance issues are purely voluntary in nature, in which needs are matched with resources, it may not be feasible to have a separate arrangement in this regard. 
I thank you Mr. Chairman.
***
