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Mr. Chairman,


My delegation would like, at the outset, to congratulate you for presiding over this important meeting.


Illicit weapons continue to inflict human tolls, mostly innocent children and women.  Hundreds of millions of small arms are already in circulation worldwide, of which more than half are in civilian hands.  The continuation of internal strife, the spread of insecurity and the increase in drug trafficking have rendered the international measures less effective in preventing and combating the existing trend of illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. More efficient mechanisms are required to end regional conflicts and to build peace in the post-conflict situations. The United Nations should take serious steps to this end. Unless the people are reassured that peace is restored and security is well in place, the demand for illicit weapons not only will not decrease but will also increase.


On the other hand, it is clear that the over-production and supply of these weapons facilitate their entry into regions of tension. An exclusive focus on the demand aspect of this problem is unlikely to present a sustainable solution.


Let me turn to the theme of this session.  Promotion of international cooperation and assistance, in particular financial and technical assistance is key to boosting national capacities and furthering the implementation of steps in the Programme of Action.  Special attention should be paid to the nations recovering from war and those affected by internal conflicts. As long as the root causes of conflicts like poverty, underdevelopment, injustice, application of prejudicial treatment and double-standard, aggression and hegemonic tendencies are not curbed, a sustainable solution to the problem of illicit trade in small arms remains beyond reach even with having a comprehensive international instrument in place.

The Islamic Republic of Iran which has suffered greatly from illicit weapons, drug trafficking, organized crime and terrorism has made significant progress in implementation of the Programme of Action.  And, we have done that despite many problems and constraints imposed on Iran for many years.


Unfortunately, undue restrictions imposed on Iran in contravention of the commitments made in the UN Progemme of Action, have limited our access to the technical assistance needed for combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in the region. We are compelled to invest in developing technologies which are in the market but not available to the developing countries. We expect this biennial meeting to address this issue.


We do recognize that the SALW problem is of a regional and global nature.  No country can settle this issue alone. International cooperation and assistance is the key to the success in this campaign. Providing assistance, particularly technical assistance to the States at the forefront of fight against illicit weapons would contribute to better implementation of the Program of Action. We hope that our collective effort would lead to a more secure and a safer world for all nations.

Thank you. 
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