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The United Nations Coordinating Action on Small Arms mechanism, or CASA, was created in 1998 to foster a coherent multidisciplinary approach within the UN system regarding the small arms issue. There are great potential synergies that can be harnessed through such interagency collaboration. Consultation and joint planning can lead to integrated projects, greater efficiency, increased gender sensitivity and better service to Member States. 

CASA members have contributed to the implementation of the Programme of Action in particular through analyses of national reporting, through capacity building, DDR programmes for adults and children, weapons collection and destruction, research on the impact of SALW on children and adolescents, and ensuring a focus on gender and the promotion of a culture of peace.  Also, CASA members are increasingly developing broader approaches such as armed violence prevention programmes, demand reduction and interventions to combat organized crime.  However, the CASA mechanism can improve. In particular, CASA can become more operational, broadening its remit from supporting policy formulation to becoming more active in developing and executing multi-disciplinary UN projects on small arms. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has identified reviving the Coordinating Action on Small Arms (CASA) as one of his priorities in the field of disarmament for 2008. While developing a vision for a more operational role for CASA, already now this mechanism is showing new vigour.  
First, on Monday we launched the “Programme of Action – Implementation Support System”.  This web-based comprehensive information management tool was built upon the existing CASA database, but is now made relevant to all small arms stakeholders including member states. We expect it to become a catalyst for coherent action on small arms, also within the UN. It will include a tool for matching needs with resources, a long-standing wish of many.
Second, CASA is now embarking upon developing international standards for small arms control, not unlike the internationally recognized standards that have been created in mine action and on disarmament, demobilization and reintegration. These standards will build upon global, regional and national best practices, and will provide universal guidance to practitioners and policy makers.
Third, we consider it crucial within the UN to enhance the interaction between policymaking at headquarters and field implementation through country offices and peacekeeping missions.  In other words, consideration of the needs and context at regional, national and community level  should be better reflected when formulating small arms policies; and cooperation discussed at headquarters should better benefit and facilitate operations in the field.  One of the ways in improving the link between field and main office will be the creation of a Small Arms Advisory Network – which is part of the web-based PoA-ISS – connecting UN personnel worldwide on the small arms issue.  Also, the process to establish the standards will contribute to filling the gap between the policy and practice within the UN system. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The work of CASA, the UN’s inter-agency coordinating mechanism on small arms, is crucial for bringing cohesion to the efforts of the different entities within the United Nations and for implementing the Programme of Action. A large part of CASA’s work is open for extra-budgetary support, such as the PoA-ISS and the development of small arms control standards. We are convinced member states see the importance of these initiatives and the necessity for UN coordination, and therefore count on your support.
Thank you.
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