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Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honoured to address you today on behalf of the United Nations Children’s Fund. UNICEF sees this Meeting as an important element in our collaboration with partners to promote peace and the fulfillment of children’s rights. 

For more than six decades, UNICEF has witnessed the painful and devastating impact to children from the proliferation and misuse of small arms and light weapons. Increasingly, we are seeing that stability and peace in many countries and regions are being seriously challenged. From Afghanistan to Zimbabwe there are growing threats, which are being manifested in hundreds of armed attacks on schools, communities, and places where children should feel protected. Small Arms and Light Weapons are used in almost all of these attacks. These small, but lethal weapons are increasingly aimed at the most vulnerable in our communities, resulting in grave consequences for human rights and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

To illustrate this point, we know that in 2007, there were 227 attacks on or in schools in Afghanistan, while in Jamaica, violence closed at least nine schools per day in 2005. Other regions have not been spared from the impact of this alarming escalation in armed violence, with reports outlining how armed groups threaten or extort money from students and teachers. 

This direct threat has been coupled with trends in increased financial allocations towards military spending, currently estimated at their highest levels in decades. For children and adolescents, these levels of violence, together with prolonged gaps in social investment are permanently marking their welfare and development.
Mr Chairman,

As noted in the Secretary General’s 2006 Study on Violence Against Children, all violence against children is preventable; and no violence against children is justifiable. Full implementation of the Programme of Action, together with the Study’s recommendations, must receive our greatest commitment to prevent the facilitation of violence, and to address the needs of victims when it takes place. 
The Third Biennial Meeting has as its centerpiece - international cooperation and assistance. UNICEF is deeply committed to supporting the UN small arms process and collaborating with partners to help achieve its goals. In this regard, UNICEF and its partners have reached millions of children and families since 2001 through:

· DDR processes assisting tens of thousands of children; 

· Awareness raising campaigns on landmines and small arms in over three dozen countries and regions;

· Projects supporting children affected by armed conflict in more than 50 countries; 

· Research on violence against children, including a four-country and an eight-country research on the impact of small arms and light weapons on children; and 

· Education programmes promoting conflict resolution, non-violence and a culture of peace. 

Mr Chairman,

Concrete progress in each of these areas has been achieved first-and-foremost through considerable political will, together with dedication, and resources. We now have in place several key policy frameworks and it remains our challenge to translate this into measurable reductions in small arms violence at all levels. 

Mr. Chairman,

I will conclude by sharing several action points that UNICEF feels are central to the Meeting’s successful outcome. We encourage delegations to bring these issues into prominence during their discussions in order to place the rights of children at the top of our priorities and to secure an environment in which children can learn, grow, and be safe from the threat of small arms violence.

ACTION POINTS

· As envisioned in the Programme of Action, governments, civil society and other stakeholders should promote a culture of peace, including peace education and other approaches to conflict prevention and resolution.

· Enhance coordination and integrate recommendations from the SG’s Study On Violence Against Children into National SALW Action Plans and development frameworks.

· Implement laws in conformity with the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. 

· Ensure DDR programmes pay special attention to the needs of children. 

· As called for in the PoA, prioritise an integrated approach to SALW, recognising both the demand and supply sides of the small arms nexus. 

· Last but not least, initiate surveillance and studies on child injuries and death due to small arms to determine the human cost of SALW violence, and to promote violence prevention and rehabilitation of child victims. 

Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for this opportunity to share our views. UNICEF offers its full support during this important Meeting. We are confident that under your Chairmanship the Third BMS will generate the positive political will and commitments needed to combat small arms proliferation and contribute to reductions in armed violence for children and their communities.
Let us seize this opportunity now and set the example for our children.
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