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I.
United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects


The national measures taken in the Republic of Cuba to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms, light weapons and ammunition pre-date the adoption of the United Nations Programme of Action. These measures together constitute a set of effective regulations and standards that have enabled the Republic of Cuba to establish a situation devoid of major challenges and obstacles and to counteract, for more than 49 years, the constant activities and provocative actions of the counter-revolutionary groups and small arms and light weapons traffickers that have sought to prevent the successful implementation of the Cuban Revolution.


The Republic of Cuba has cooperated closely with the United Nations and its specialized agencies in seeking practical and effective ways of combating the proliferation of illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, in accordance with international law and the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.


A Cuban expert has been selected to participate in the work, in 2008, of the Group of Governmental Experts regarding a possible treaty on trade in conventional arms. This Group is to examine the feasibility, scope and draft parameters for a future legally binding instrument establishing common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms. 


The Cuban expert was, however, unable to attend the first meeting of the Group, held in New York from 11 to 15 February 2008, because the United States authorities, in breach of the responsibilities incumbent on the United States as host country to the United Nations, failed to issue his visa in time for him to travel. Cuba lodged a complaint with the United States Mission to the United Nations and the Committee on Relations with the Host Country in a note verbale circulated as an official document of the Committee under the symbol A/AC.154/385.


As a member of the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), the Republic of Cuba also remains fully involved in the international police cooperation system and complies strictly with the duties, principles and standards that govern this relationship, on the basis of respect for the sovereignty and national laws of the member countries and continuous support for and development of relationships of cooperation. 


The INTERPOL bureau in Havana currently engages in information exchange with its counterparts in all INTERPOL member countries except the Washington National Central Bureau. Cuba has been present at all key INTERPOL events and has also attended expert group meetings and capacity-building and training events, at which it has shared its experiences in the area of preventing and confronting crime. It has hosted two regional courses sponsored by INTERPOL and has taken part in events sponsored by the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Republic of Cuba, as called upon by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and in accordance with a decision of the National Assembly of People’s Power, is a State party to 12 United Nations counter-terrorism conventions, demonstrating the political will and commitment of the Cuban Government and people to counter this scourge, based on Cuba’s historical position of unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of terrorism, regardless of their motivation, in all their forms and manifestations, wherever and by whomever committed, and its unwavering condemnation of all acts or actions intended to promote, support, finance or provide cover for any acts, methods or practices of terrorism, regardless of who instigates or perpetrates them. As a result, Cuba has a legal system that allows it to forestall, prosecute, restrain and punish all perpetrators of and accomplices to terrorist acts.


Lastly, it should be noted that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba is the designated contact institution for all matters regarding implementation of the Programme of Action against the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. The Ministry is located at Calzada No. 360, Vedado, Plaza de la Revolución, Havana. Postal code: 10400.


The following officials have been designated to deal with coordination requests:

Name: Abelardo Moreno Fernández

Post: Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Address: Calzada No. 360, Vedado, Plaza de la Revolución, Havana. Postal code: 10400.

Tel.: (537) 55-3140

Fax: (537) 833-2535

E-mail: abelardo@minrex.gov.cu

Name: Rodolfo Reyes Rodríguez

Post: Director of Multilateral Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Address: Calzada No. 360, Vedado, Plaza de la Revolución, Havana. Postal code: 10400.

Tel.: (537) 832-1871

Fax: (537) 832-1871

E-mail: rodolfor@minrex.gov.cu

             dam@minrex.gov.cu

II.
Report of the Republic of Cuba on the politically binding International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, 
in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and 
Light Weapons


In the Republic of Cuba, all small arms and light weapons in the possession of the armed forces and State security agencies are duly marked and registered and any removal or alteration of these markings is prohibited.
