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Introduction


The Arab Republic of Egypt began implementing many aspects of the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects prior to its adoption in July 2001. Egyptian law regulates the manufacture of and trade in small arms and light weapons and sets out the procedures followed by the State apparatus to curb the illicit trade in such arms and weapons.


In implementing the Programme of Action, Egypt fully observes the principles of international law and the Charter of the United Nations, including respect for State sovereignty, the peaceful settlement of disputes and the right to self-defence and self-determination.



National point of contact


The Department for Disarmament Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the national point of contact for combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and for the implementation of the Programme of Action.


A follow-up group, consisting of representatives from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, the Interior, Defence, Military Production, and Justice, meets regularly to follow up on all matters related to the implementation of the Programme of Action.



National legislation


The handling of small arms and light weapons is regulated by the relevant laws and implementing regulations, including the Weapons and Ammunition Act No. 394 of 1954. The main provisions of those laws and regulations are as follows:

1.
Possession of firearms is prohibited without authorization from the Minister of the Interior.

2.
No person who has been sentenced for a felony, convicted of an armed offence, been proven to be mentally ill, or who is unaware of the safety precautions that must be taken when handling weapons shall be issued a permit. Nor shall a permit be issued to any person who has been convicted of a terrorist offence or on whom a custodial sentence has been imposed in connection with an offence involving explosives or drug trafficking.

3.
Weapon permits are issued to individuals and are not transferable.

4.
The import of weapons and ammunition without a permit from the Ministry of the Interior is prohibited. Such permits shall specify the location where trading in weapons and ammunition may take place. The Minister of the Interior shall have the right to refuse any request for a permit, to reduce a permit’s validity or to specify the types of weapons that may be traded. The Minister may also impose any conditions he deems necessary to preserve public security and shall have the right to revoke a permit at any time.

5.
Weapons and munitions factories may not be established without the approval of the Minister of Defence and the Minister of the Interior.

6.
The only weapons that may be traded are smooth-bore guns and single-shot pistols and rifles.

7.
No permits shall be issued for silencers, suppressors, weapon-mounted scopes, heavy machine-guns, rapid-fire semi-automatic and automatic rifles and rapid-fire pistols.

8.
A person holding a permit to trade in weapons shall maintain two registers: one in which the number of firearms stocked is recorded and another in which the number of firearms disposed of is recorded.

9.
Stringent rules and conditions are applied when issuing permits for the manufacture, repair, trade or import of weapons and ammunition, including the requirement to obtain a permit in accordance with the law and to submit to a special investigation conducted by the Ministry of the Interior

10.
The Minister of the Interior shall specify the locations in which trading weapons and ammunition is authorized.

11.
The Ministry of the Interior shall monitor all transactions involving small arms and light weapons in order to ensure compliance with the relevant laws.

12.
The Ministry of the Interior shall prosecute any person who violates national laws on small arms and light weapons.



Production control

1.
The State regulates and controls the production of weapons and ammunition through domestic laws and prohibits any entities or individuals from producing weapons or any parts thereof. Any person who violates this prohibition shall be held criminally accountable.
2.
The Ministry of Military Production controls the means of production in Egypt of the weapons and ammunition that are used to supply the police and armed forces, as well as those that are used to manufacture weapons and ammunition for export.

3.
The raw materials required for the production of weapons are kept under close supervision. Each component of every weapon manufactured is registered.


Marking procedures


The marking of small arms and light weapons is an integral part of their manufacture. The marking applied to a weapon provides the following information:


1.
Place of manufacture


2.
Manufacturer’s name or code


3.
Lot number


4.
Serial numbers of the weapon and its components


This information is recorded in special registers in order to facilitate the tracing of any weapon.



Export procedures

1.
Only the State may export weapons inasmuch as it owns all weapons manufacturing establishments.

2.
All weapons exported are numbered and stamped with the manufacturer’s seal.

3.
Procedures are followed at all entry/exit points in order to ensure the legality of all arms exports and to prevent smuggling or illicit trade.



Import procedures

1.
Weapons can be imported only with the approval of the relevant State apparatus and only by trustworthy and authorized institutions.

2.
All entry/exit points are monitored in order to prevent any attempt at illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. The most modern scientific equipment and methods are used, including baggage X-ray screening machines, walk-through metal detectors, periscopes to inspect automobiles, and trained dogs.



Transfer and re-transfer procedures


Under the law, no weapons may be transferred from one location to another without the approval of the regulatory authorities at both the point of origin and the destination. Strict security measures are applied during loading, transport, unloading and storage.



End-user certificate


End-user certificates are used by the State regulatory authorities when importing weapons. In the case of exports, such certificates must be approved by the relevant authorities of the State to which the exports are destined.



Procedures followed by the State in respect of the export, re-export or re-transfer of weapons

1.
The re-export or disposal of weapons to other States is subject to the relevant bilateral agreements concluded with the originating State.

2.
The transfer or re-transfer of weapons without a permit is prohibited. Permits must contain a detailed description of the weapons, their serial numbers, method and time of transfer and any other conditions deemed necessary by the relevant authorities.



Control of weapons stockpiles

1.
Weapons are stored in arsenals that comply with all standards for ensuring the safe storage of weapons.

2.
Guards who are well-trained in the methods and procedures of protecting storage facilities are employed.
3.
An inventory of each arsenal is taken and the quantity, type, serial number and distinguishing marks of each weapon are noted.

4.
Specialized inspection teams make regular unannounced visits in order to ensure that procedures for the safe storage of weapons are being followed.

5.
Records are reviewed annually to verify the storage and movement of stocks.

6.
Confiscated or surplus weapons are disposed of through sale or donation to friendly countries, taking into account relevant international laws. They may also be melted down under the strict supervision of committees formed for this purpose.


Participation in activities related to the Programme of Action


Egypt participated in the following activities:

1.
The meetings of the Group of Governmental Experts on Tracing Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons established by the Secretary-General in accordance with recommendations contained in General Assembly resolution 56/24 V.

2.
The Tokyo Follow-up Meeting of the United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which was held from 23 to 25 January 2002.

3.
The African Conference on the Implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms: Needs and Partnerships, held in Pretoria from 18 to 21 March 2002.

4.
The Regional Conference on the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, held in Amman on 23 and 24 June 2003.

5.
The Second Continental Conference of African Governmental Experts on Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons, held in Windhoek from 14 to 16 December 2005.

6.
The meeting of Arab national points of contact, held at the headquarters of the League of Arab States in Cairo on 26 and 27 December 2005.

7.
The meeting of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference to Review Progress Made in the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which was held from 9 to 20 January 2006.

8.
The first, second and third sessions of the Group of Governmental Experts to Consider Further Steps to Enhance International Cooperation in Preventing, Combating and Eradicating the Illicit Brokering in Small Arms and Light Weapons, which were held in 2006 and 2007.



Training, capacity-building and research


The State organs concerned with combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons are anxious to develop the specialized technical skills of their employees in all aspects of crime prevention, including crimes involving the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. This is achieved by means of the following:

1.
Organization of specialized training course on combating crime, including the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, aimed at developing trainees’ capacities in the areas of procedure and the law, as well as training them in the latest scientific crime-detection methods and technologies.

2.
Organization of special training courses on the storage and control of weapons.

3.
Training abroad of crime-fighting specialists, particularly those concerned with small arms and light weapons, in order to familiarize them with cutting-edge crime-fighting methods.

4.
Organization of courses on combating all forms of crime, including the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, in which all of the relevant authorities participate.

5.
Research and study on combating all forms of crime, including the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, with the participation of all relevant authorities. The results of those studies are used in the development of methods to combat crime.

6.
The Ministry of the Interior offers specialized training programmes to police officers on combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons:


(a)
Centralized training:


–
Combating the illicit trade in and manufacture of small and medium weapons is a required course for all criminal investigation officers. Three hundred and seventy-nine officers completed the course.


–
The Training Division of the Department of Public Security added a course on combating the trade in and manufacture of weapons, investigative methods and the planning of searches to its training programme for criminal investigation officers. Seven hundred and two officers completed the course.

–
A training course for border control officers was held in 2006/2007. The curriculum included a class on modern techniques to prevent the smuggling of small weapons through entry/exit points. Twenty-six officers completed the course.


(b)
Local training:


–
Field training is conducted at entry points. Port officers are familiarized with all smuggling techniques and how to combat them. 


–
The officer training course includes a class on combating the smuggling of weapons.


–
Specialized teams inspect ports in order to ensure that all procedures are followed and to deal with any problems they might encounter.



Small arms and organized crime


Ever since the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders was held in Cairo in 1995, Egypt has emphasized that, while there was a direct link between organized crime and terrorism, there was no evidence of such a link between arms smuggling and drug trafficking, except for the fact that some drug dealers used illicit weapons in their criminal activities. Egypt is not considered to be a narcotics-producing country.



Cooperation with civil society and non-governmental organizations


The security authorities strive to involve civil society in efforts to combat crime, including illicit national, regional and international trading in small arms and light weapons, by means of the following:

1.
Supporting the establishment of crime-prevention groups to help increase the involvement of citizens in the fight against crime by raising their awareness of the methods by which they can protect themselves from crime. These groups also carry out sociological studies of the nature and dimensions of criminal activity and issue publications to raise awareness of its dangers. The Ministry of the Interior supports the efforts of such groups by participating in their work and by involving citizens in their crime-prevention efforts. It also provides them with structural and organizational support.

2.
The analysis performed by the competent authorities of the security dimensions of social problems also helps to raise awareness. The results of the analysis are used to implement awareness-raising programmes through the various media and by organizing meetings at universities, schools, factories, places of worship and sporting and social clubs.



Awareness-raising

1.
The authorities concerned with combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons prepare information materials for dissemination via the press, television and the Internet in order to raise public awareness of the dangers of the unauthorized possession and trade in small arms and light weapons.

2.
The educational curricula and training programmes for persons involved in combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons include materials on the procedural and legal aspects that are relevant to their work.

3.
The Ministry of the Interior has established special telephone hotlines for reporting information on illicit weapons.



Challenges


States in a position to do so should fulfil their obligations by providing the necessary expertise and techniques to other States for the development of marking systems and any other necessary assistance.



Priority matters that should be included in the agenda of 
the next meeting

1.
International cooperation in tightening control over the transboundary smuggling of illicit weapons.

2.
Cooperation in the provision of technical assistance to States for development of their marking systems in order to prevent obliteration or alteration.


