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Introduction

The 2001 UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All
Its Aspects, which led to the adoption of Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat, and
Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA),
raised hopes among Staies for their Jong-standing efforts to succeed in tackling the
chronic problem of arms trafficking. The submission of national reports by most of the
UN Member States and active participation of their representatives in biennial meetings
as well as in the 2006 UN PoA Review Conference represent the resolve of the
international community to pursue the establishcd process of combating illicit arms
trafficking.

However, as the president of the 2001 UN Conference, Ambassador Camilo Reyes
Rodriguez, expressed in his statement of 21¥ June 2001, the Conference’s inability to
agree on the need to establish and maintain control over private ownership and the need
for preventing the sale of such arms to non-state groups was the result of oppositions of a
single Member State. Regrettably, thc opposition of the same Member State toward the
proceeding of the Programme of Action in 2006 Review Conference led to the failurc of
that Conference. The Islamic Republic of Iran remains gravely concerned over such
efforts aimed at derailing the UN PoA process.

Fortunately, by its resolution 61/66, the UN General Assembly decided to hold a biennial
meeting in 2008 which provides a good opportunity to consider the implementation of the
PoA. The Islamic Republic of Iran has always supported combating arms trafficking,
specially trafficking of small arms and light weapons (SALW), which have inflicted great
casualties in some parts of the world, and threatened peacc and security in those regions.
The Islamic Republic of Iran has taken significant steps to implement the PoA at the
national, regional and global levels. Furthermore, Iran has put on its agenda the
implementation of the International Instrument to Enable States to identify and Trace. in
a Timely and Rcliable Manner, [llicit Small Arms and Light Weapons (International
Tracing Instrument).

The Following is the third national report on the Islamic Republic of Iran's efforts to
implement the UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons as well as the International Tracing Instrument.

1. National level

According to the laws and regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Ministry of
Defense and Logistics of Armed Forces has been entrusted with the production, import
and export of small arms and light weapons. In order to exercise effective control over all
aspects of SALW, the requircd laws and regulations goveming import, export,
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production, private possession, maintenance and transfer of such weapons have been
enacted. Accordingly, violation of these laws has been recognized as an offence which is
subject to punishment. (Section I, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the PoA).

The Central Commission, as a body of the Interior Ministry's Security Council, has been
designated as the national coordinating body responsible for policy guidance, rescarch,
and monitoring of efforts to prevent, combat, and eradicate illicit trade in SALW. The
Commission continues to function and perform its responsibilities with the presence of
representatives from related agencics (Section II, paragraph 4 of the PoA). The
Commission has planned and pursued, inter alia, the following measures:

1- Controlling borders in line with efforts aimed at combating domestic and
international gangs involved in arms trafficking (Section 11, paragraph 6 of the PoA);

2- Collecting illicit arms and ammunitions from the civilians (Section ]I, paragraph 20
of the PoA);

3- Revising the 1971 law on Enhancing Penalties for Smugglers (Section TI,
paragraphs 1, 2 and 6 of the PoA. and paragraph 24 of the International Tracing
Instrument );

4- Promoting public awareness regarding the consequences of unlawful possession
and transaction of SALW (Section Il, paragraph 20 of the PoA, and paragraphs 25 and
subparagraph 31 (a) of the International Tracing Instrument).

As was noted in the previous reports, marking arms is an indispensable step in the
process of arms production in Iran. Therefore, all small arms and light weapons
manufactured in Iran have a unique marking which allows their identification and tracing.

Following the adoption of International Tracing Instrument by the 60" UN General
Assembly, a study entitled “Reviewing the Procedures of Marking Small Arms and Light
Weapons” was carried out to revisc the process of marking SALW (Section II,
paragraphs 8 and 9 of the PoA, and section Il of the International Tracing Instrument).

The records of manufacture, export. import, and transfer of arms are maintained by the
respective authorities in an organized manner (Section II, paragraphs 9 and 10 of the
PoA, and section IV of the International Tracing Instrument).

There is an cffective national system in the Islamic Republic of Iran to issue related
licenses for export and import of SALW. Given the responsibility of Ministry of Defense
in this regard, all lcenses for export and import of SALW are issued after necessary and
careful considerations of all aspects of applications by the Ministry.

The Issuance of Export licenses of SALW is subject, inter alia, to an authenticated cnd-
user certificate, and observance of arms embargos under international law. In this
context, care has been taken to ensure that no diversion of weapons to the areas of
terrorist activities or human rights violations take place (section 11, paragraphs 11, 12 and
15 of the PoA).
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Attention is also paid to the need for agreement on the terms of re-exporting of the
military products by buyers in all arms contracts (section 1, paragraph 13 of the PoA).

According to the established rules and rcgulations in Iran, all types of SALW seized or
confiscated during law enforcement activities arc delivered to Ministry of Defense. In
casc of malfunctioning of such weapons, they are dismantled and destroyed through
appropriatc ways in related industries (section II, paragraph 16 of the PoA).

All necessary measures are taken in managing and safeguarding stocks of small arms and
light weapons including by providing training, establishing physical security measures,
applying nccessary controls and implementing financial procedures across armed forces
or any other governmental agencies authorized to stockpile such weapons (section T,
paragraph 18 of the PoA).

The Islamic Republic Iran has taken appropriate steps during the past two years to raise
awareness among judicial officials on issues related to prevention, combating and
eradication of illicit trade in small arms and light weapons (section IT, paragraph 23 of the
PoA). These steps include:

1-Holding a seminar to promote awareness among related officials and agencies about
the Intermnational Tracing Instrument;

2- Holding a seminar for General Prosecutors on issues related to illicit SALW;

3- Convening several mectings by the Judiciary in which relevant agencies as well as
court judges participated and discussed the problem of circulation of illicit weapons
among civilians and the consequences of small arms trafficking;

4- Issuing a circular by the Judiciary addressed to national and local courts to establish
a unified procedure in prosecuting illicit small arms and light weapons traffickers and to
decisively deal with the acts of arms trafficking;

5- Holding a training workshop, with the presence of UN representatives, on
prevention and combating terrorism.

The Interior Ministry as well as the Interpol of the Islamic Republic of Iran are in close
cooperation with other States, specially with the neighboring countries and with regional
and international organizations regarding the problems arising from illicit SALW (section
11, paragraph 23 of the PoA).

The Islamic Republic of Iran has already established and designated a national point of
contact to act as laison between States on matters relating to the implementation of the
PoA (section Il. paragraph 5 of the PoA). The updated specifications of the National
Point of Contact are as follows:

First Name: Asghar
Last Name: Haghighi

Position: Secretary of SALW Committee
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Address: Institute of Defensive Affairs Studies, Ministry of Defense, shahid
Kahbuli Street, Seyed Khandan, Tehran

Tel No: +982188469329
Fax: +982188467208

E-Mail: disarmamenti@mod.ir
IL. Regional level

Regretfully, the instable situation prevailed and persisted in some neighboring countries,
as a resuit of military occupation and conflict, and the existence of large groups of arms
traffickers, drug smugglers and terrorist groups in the region, have caused and
contributed to the problem of illicit trade and trafficking in small arms and light weapons
in the region. It is unfortunate that some trans-regional powers. by supporting terrorist
groups as MKO and Abdolmalik-c-Rigee group and by providing them with arms and
ammunition that deteriorate the problem of illegal arms trafficking in the region, pave the
way for creating instability and instigating terrorist activities within Iran. The Islamic
Republic of Iran, in the coursc of combating illegal arms trafficking. has suffered several
thousands casualties among its ammed forces, police personnel and innocent civilians as a
result of the terrorist activities supported, financed and instigated by certain trans-
regional powers.

The continued illegal production of almost 90 percent of world's opium in Afghanistan
and its trafficking to other countries constitute another important rcason for the iilicit
trade in small arms and light weapons in the Middle East. Armed groups and Mafia-typed
networks involved in drug smuggling have been heavily equipped by small arms and
light weapons. And the number of these groups has been increased, despitc the presence
of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and other foreign forces. These
forces bear a great responsibility to curb such criminal groups in Afghanistan. As a result
of this situation, armed groups have been strengthened by being armed with advanced
illicit weapons and equipment. Undoubtedly, the increase in cultivation and production of
opium in the region along with other problems will pave the ground for continuation of
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in some of Iran’s neighboring countries, and
facilitate access of criminal and outlaw groups to illicit arms. The Islamic Republic of
Iran stresses the need for intensified and sustained efforts by the international community
and regional states to combat the proliferation and smuggling of drugs and illicit trade in
small arms and light weapons.

111. Global level

Given the huge human casualties and socio-economic losses resulting from the activities
of terrorist groups and drug smugglers, the Islamic Republic of Iran, inspired by the
Islamic and humanitarian teachings and principles, has always supported existing trends
at global level to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons in all its aspects.







