 " The following text includes Customs perspective in relation to the control of SALWs and endeavors to address requests for information on points (ii), (vi), (vii) and (viii) on the implementation of the Programme of Action as outlined in UN document ODA/02-2008/SALW-BMS.  

Customs plays an important role in maintaining control over the traffic and transfer of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW).

All imports of SALWs from third countries to the EU and transfer of these same commodities between EU member states and Malta are referred to Police and the Trade Services Directorate for necessary licenses and clearance prior to being released from Customs control. This procedure is maintained throughout the Department at all entry points. 

Customs also maintains control over export and transhipment of SALWs. The Maltese Military Equipment (Export Control) regulations provide for the control of such goods which are being exported, in transit or transhipped within the Maltese territory. These regulations are administered by the Trade Services Directorate while Malta Customs acts as the enforcing arm for these regulations. All brokering activities in SALWs are also regulated by these same regulations.

Malta Customs operations are regulated under the Customs Ordinance – Chapter 37 of the Laws of Malta. The Ordinance lays down the offences, penalties and liability in view of any smuggling activities. The Ordinance provides  for the seizure of goods which are subject to importation and exportation restrictions or prohibitions, if undeclared to Customs for import and export. Specifically, where such goods include firearms and ammunition, imprisonment is applied in every case.

One of the greatest challenges faced by border control officials lies in the possible identification of smuggled goods within legitimate cargo or being carried by individuals when moving from one country to another. Information exchange between international enforcement agencies is, hence, an essential element in addressing these challenges. More work could be done in this area. Furthermore shipping documentation presented to border control agencies should really reflect the proper shipper and consignee of goods. This would enable better control of goods such as SALW’s while facilitating expeditious transfer of legitimate goods. "  
