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Translated from Spanish

ONU01548


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs and has the honour to refer to Note No. ODA/02-2008/SALW-BMS of 28 January 2008 concerning General Assembly resolution 62/47.


In that connection, updated information from the Government of Mexico on implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, including information on implementation of the International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons, is attached herewith.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations takes this opportunity to convey to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

New York, 31 March 2008

Office for Disarmament Affairs
United Nations
New York

cc: Department for United Nations Affairs — in accordance with its dnu01944, of 2 April 2008

LRZ/mm*


Report of the Government of Mexico on implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (the “Programme of Action”), including information on implementation of the International Instrument to Enable 
States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons (the “International 
Tracing Instrument”)



Chapter I



Implementation of the International Tracing Instrument

i)
Have measures been undertaken to duly mark all small arms and light weapons (SALW) in the possession of government armed and security forces for their own use?


Yes, all firearms in the possession of government armed and security forces are marked at the time of manufacture with information on the manufacturer, calibre, model, serial number, and country of manufacture. In addition, information on the importer is engraved on imported arms and submitted to the Federal Weapons Registry.

ii)
Have manufacturers of SALW in your jurisdiction developed measures against the removal or alteration of markings?


Even though certain measures have been adopted to prevent the alteration of markings (e.g. by reproducing markings on various essential components of a weapon), weapon owners nevertheless manage to alter markings. Mexico has established a ballistic fingerprinting register with a view to preventing this practice and has suggested that an inter-American register should be created.

iii)
Have measures been put in place to ensure that accurate and comprehensive records are established for all marked SALW within your territory, in accordance with the relevant paragraphs of the International Tracing Instrument?


In accordance with the Federal Firearms and Explosives Act and its regulatory legislation, the Federal Weapons Registry and Explosives Control Office monitors all weapons in Mexico by having them recorded in the Federal Weapons Registry.

iv)
Are there any existing or new regulations and administrative procedures that have been put in place in order to ensure the effective implementation of the International Tracing Instrument?

One of the firearm tracing procedures that the Government of Mexico has sought to strengthen is the ongoing exchange of information with the United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives on weapons seized in Mexico.


Mexico has kept abreast of standard-setting within the framework of the Organization of American States — specifically, the Consultative Committee established under the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials — and of the adoption of model legislation on marking and tracing.


As Secretary Pro Tempore of the Consultative Committee and as an advocate of the Convention, Mexico organized the Second Conference of States Parties, held in Mexico City from 20 to 21 February 2008. The Tlatelolco Commitment, adopted at the Conference, provides for the establishment of a process of consultations to create, in the short term, a system for exchanging information on firearms and ammunition confiscated from organized crime, including the possibility of a hemispheric register or regional, subregional and national registers.



Chapter II



Implementation of the Programme of Action

i)
Achievements made in the implementation of the Programme of Action


As part of the action taken with a view to achievement of the objective of the Programme of Action, the Government of Mexico has conducted joint operations involving the three levels of government authorities in order to combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, through consistent application of the Federal Firearms and Explosives Act. The following results have been achieved:

Weapons seized:
15,330 firearms

771,281 cartridges

745 grenades

Weapons exchange:

9,524 firearms

87,567 cartridges


A total of 28,302 weapons, 762,966 cartridges and 11,847 cartridge clips were destroyed.

(ii)
Challenges and obstacles met in the implementation of the Programme of Action

Challenges:


–
To amend existing legislation to bring the new generation of weapons within the framework of domestic law;

–
To reinforce ongoing awareness campaigns to prevent the illicit ownership, transfer and use of firearms; and

–
To strengthen regional cooperation to prevent firearms trade in all its aspects.

(iii)
Assistance extended to other countries in the implementation of the Programme of Action


Mexico has not received any requests for assistance from other countries.

iv)
Priority issues related to the implementation of the Programme of Action which may be placed on the agenda of the upcoming Biennial Meeting of States


Mexico will support the initiative put forward by the Chairman of the Meeting, Ambassador Dalius Cekuolis of Lithuania, which seeks to replace national presentations and a general debate by thematic debates focused on issues that Mexico agrees are fundamental, namely, the International Marking and Tracing Instrument, illicit brokering and arsenal management, in order to make the best use of the time available. Another priority should be to set aside some meeting time to hear the views of civil society organizations and to agree on an effective mechanism for dialogue with them.


Mexico also believes that the following topics should be addressed during the Biennial Meeting:


•
Specific international and regional cooperation mechanisms for implementing the Programme of Action and the International Marking and Tracing Instrument;

•
Establishment of national, regional and international monitoring of the movement of weapons that could enter the illegal arms market;

•
Regulation of the possession of firearms by civilians;

•
Analysis of the humanitarian measures adopted by States to counter the negative impact of illegal arms trafficking on civilian population; and

•
Discussion of follow-up to the Programme of Action, in addition to the holding of biennial meetings.


As to the outcome of the Biennial Meeting, Mexico would like to see the adoption of a final document comprising the conclusions and setting forth the actions required for full implementation of all elements of the Programme of Action reviewed at the Meeting.

v)
Measures undertaken to prevent, combat and eradicate illicit brokering in small arms and light weapons


To prevent illicit firearms brokering, the Ministry of Defence has been designated as the only body authorized to trade in weapons in Mexico, through the Department of the Military Industry.
vi)
Information on national experiences related to best practices in the implementation of the Programme of Action

–
Consolidation of weapons databases (the database of weapons seized and the Federal Weapons Registry);

–
Seizure and destruction of illicit weapons; and

–
Implementation of programmes involving the exchange of weapons for cash, provisions and household goods.

Additional information

Implementation of the Programme of Action at the international level

Mexico presented its third round of replies to the questionnaire on compliance with the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, in August 2007. See annex for further details.


At the fifty-first session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, Mexico submitted, and the Commission adopted, a resolution on the link between drug trafficking and arms trafficking that was also sponsored by Colombia, Peru, Japan and Norway. The resolution establishes a basis for recognizing, for the first time and within the framework of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, a close link between criminal organizations involved in drug trafficking and the illicit trade in weapons. (See the attached copies of the resolution in Spanish and English.)

