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Report of the Republic of Moldova on implementation of the UN Programme of
Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and
Light Weapons in All Its Aspects

(This report does not provide information on implementation of the UN SALW PoA in the
Transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova, currently controlled by a separatist anti-
constitutional entity where the foreign military troops and ammunitions are still deployed in the
above-mentioned region, without the consent of the Government of the Republic of Moldova)

A)  NATIONAL LEVEL
1.  NATIONAL COORDINATION AGENCY

i) Does your country have a national coordination agency or body that is responsible for
policy guidance, research and monitoring of efforts to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit
trade in SALW in all its aspects?(I1.4)

The Government of the Republic of Moldova adopted on 19" of November 2007 Decree nr. 1254
“Establishment of the National Commission for arms control and disarmament monitoring”., The
main objectives of this national body are the policy guidance, research and monitoring in order to
improve control over SALW circulation. The Commission supervises the implementation of the
international commitments of the Republic of Moldova in the field of arms control and
disarmament. One of the top priorities of the National Commission activities is the elaboration of
National Action Plan and National Strategy in order to strengthen SALW control.

2. NATIONAL POINT OF CONTACT

i) Does your country have a national point of contact to act as liaison with other States on
matters relating to the implementation of the UN Programme of Action? (IL5)

The PoC did not change (see the report 2006).

3. LEGISLATION, REGULATION, ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

On 21 of December 2007 the Government of the Republic of Moldova adopted the draft law on
“arms, munitions, materials and explosive substances regimes” (Governmental decision nr. 1448).
The draft has been sent to the Parliament for approval and voted by the Parliament in the first

veading. (For other details regarding legislation, regulation and administrative procedures see the
report 2006)

)] What national laws, regulations and administrative procedures exist to exercise
effective control over SALW in the following areas? (11.2)

Production:
(See the report 2006)

Export controls

In 2007 the National Authority for export control of dual-use goods, within the Ministry of
Economy and Commerce, started direct negotiations with the US Department of State on the
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implementation of the “Tracker” system in the Republic of Moldova. This system will facilitate the
activity of Interdepartmental Control Commission on Export, Impott and Transit of Strategic Goods.
It is expected that this software will be fully functional in Moldova in 2008.

The Ministry of Economy and Commerce elaborated a draft law to amend the customs and criminal
code of the Republic of Moldova with the purpose to foresee criminal liability for breaches of the
national export control legislation. The draft was approved by the Parliament on the 22™ of February
2008 (Law nr. 27-XVI).

4. LAW ENFORCEMENT/CRIMINALIZATION

i) What national legislation or other measures exist to make the illegal manufacture,
possession, stockpiling and trade of SALW ecriminal offences under domestic law? How have
these measures been implemented? (IL.3)

(See the report 2006)

i) What national measures have been taken, including legal sanction or administrative
mean, against activity that violates a United Nations Security Council arms embargo in
accordance with the Charter if the United Nations? (IL.15)

During 2007, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration regularly informed all
competent Moldovan authorities on the provisions and requirements of relevant UN Security
Council and General Assembly resolutions with a view to ensure full compliance on arms
embargoes or other sanctions regimes imposed.

5. STOCKPILE MANAGEMENT AND SECURITY

i) What national standards and procedures exist for the management and security of
SALW stocks held by armed forces, police or other authorised bodies? (I1.17) How often this
stocks are reviewed? (IL.18)

(See the report 2006)
6. COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

i) Please give details of any national programs that have been established and
implemented for the responsible disposal of surplus stocks of SALW held by armed forces,
police and other authorised bodies? (I1.18)

i) What methods/means are used to dispose of such stocks? (I11.18,19)

iii) What national measures exist to safeguard such stocks prior to their disposal? (IL.18)
(See the report 2006)

iv) Subject to the exceptions set out in paragraph II.16of the UN PoA (legal restrains

associated with the preparation of criminal prosecutions), are all confiscated, seized or
collected SALW destroyed? (I1.16)

In 2007, 113271 verifications were performed at 56252 owners of self-defence weapons.
Accordingly, 9371 owners were brought to administrative responsibility. The law enforcement
authorities performed at the national level six special campaigns “Arsenal” aimed to detect and
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penalise breaches of legislation. As a result of undertaken activities, subdivisions of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs have confiscated 6163 units of fire weapons, 6935 units of different ammo, 207
grenades, mines and explosive materials.

Among them:

- 6163 arms confiscated on temporary basis due to the owners’ failure to comply with the regime of
storage of weapons. Arms were returmed to owners after violations have been solved;

- 631 units, arms given up voluntary;

- 46 units, arms found without owners;

- 157 units, corpus delicti;

- 192 units, sequestered and confiscated arms.

26 cases of arms with structural modification were detected; units were taken out from use and
destroyed.

In 17 cases of arms confiscation criminal procedures were instituted to their owners.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs in cooperation with National Centre for Guns and Ammunition
performed a technical check up of arms in a number of districts of the country and 1126 units of
arms were withdrawn from circulation as unusable.

Within 2007, 3123 self-defence weapon pieces were imported as follows: 1756 from Russian
Federation, 254 Czech Republic, 119 Austria, 447 Germany, 409 Ukraine, 98 Ttaly, 22 Turkey, 11
Belgium, 7 United States of America.

7. EXPORT CONTROLS
(See the report 2006)

8. BROKERING

i) What national or administrative procedures exist to regulate the activities of those
who engage in SALLW brokering within national jurisdiction and control? (I1.14)

(See the report 2006)

9. MARKING, RECORD KEEPING AND TRACING

i) Does your country require licensed manufactures of SALW to apply an appropriate
and reliable marking on each weapon as an integral part of the production process and does
this marking identify the country of manufacture? (I1.7)

(See the report 2006)

10. DISARMAMENT, DEMOBILIZATION AND REINTEGRATION (DDR)

i) Please describe any disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR)
programmes your country has developed and implemented, including the effective collection,
control, storage and destruction of SALW. (11.21)
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The Republic of Moldova is facing impediments in the process of arms destruction, one of the main
reasons being lack of qualified specialists and financial resources. In 2007, within the cooperation
with the UNDP, the Ministry of Interior received financial assistance from SEESAC. With the
SEESAC assistance 2197 units of confiscated weapons have been smelt (2150 kg.) in 2007.

i) Please describe how your country has addressed the special needs of children
affected by armed conflict, in particular the reunification with their family, their reintegration
into civil society, and their appropriate rehabilitation. (I1.22)

No special programs were developed.

iii) Please describe any DDR programmes or activities that your country has supported.
(I1.30, 34)
None

11. AWARENESS-RAISING

i) Please describe any public awareness and confidence-building programmes on the
problems and consequences of the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects that your country has
developed and implemented? (including the public destruction of surplus weapon and
voluntary surrender of SALW) (IL.20)

The understanding of the need for voluntary surrender of illegally possessed SALW is a subject
discussed on a permanent basis by law enforcement agencies and the Government of the Republic of
Moldova. Periodically, the Ministry of Interior is publishing articles in mass-media that reflect the
results achieved in fighting illegal possession, manufacture and trade of arms by citizens or criminal
groups. Police is organising regular meetings with population explaining the necessity to transfer
illegally possessed arms voluntarily. In 2007, the Ministry of Interior elaborated a draft decision on
additional measures on SALW evidence and control (the draft makes references to citizens with the
permanent residence in the transnistrian region of Moldova). The draft was approved by the

Government.
B) REGIONAL LEVEL
1. MORATORIA AND ACTION PROGRAMMES
i) Please give details of any support your country has given moratoria or similar

initiatives on the transfer and manufacture of SALW, and/or regional action programmes to
prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspeets (including
cooperation with States concerned in the implementation on these initiative) (I1.26)

2. REGIONAL COOPERATION
(See the report 2006)

C. GLOBAL LEVEL

1. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AGAINST TERRORISM AND CRIME

i) What existing international legal instruments against terrorism and tramsnational
organised crime has your country ratified or acceded to? (I1.38)







