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INTRODUCTION

Given the past war, genocide and the ongoing presence of the former government forces and the Interahamwe militias responsible for the genocide and crimes against humanity, the government of Rwanda regards very highly the issue of Small Arms and Light Weapons. Rwanda welcomes the United Nations Programme of Action on SALW and it views the PoA as constituting an important step and development in promoting international cooperation in quest for international peace and security. Rwanda wishes to provide some relevant information concerning her position with the implementation of the Programme of Action. 

1. National Coordination Agency and National Point of Contact

Rwanda has established a coordination agency on small arms known as the Rwanda National Focal Point (RNFP) on Small Arms and Light Weapons. The RNFP was created in 2000 and officially launched on 20 March 2003, and it comprises of various relevant ministries and departments such as Defense, Foreign Affairs and Regional Cooperation, Interior (National Police), Trade and Industry (customs), and Justice. Civil society is also represented by three NGOs on the National Focal Point. 

The RNFP is responsible for the development of national policy and for the implementation of programmes and activities on small arms as per the requirements of the UN Programme of Action, Bamako declaration, Nairobi declaration and Nairobi Protocol, as well as other initiatives and agreements on small arms. The RNFP is currently in the process of fully institutionalising its structures, organising capacity building programmes for its personnel and members and embarking on a long process of developing and implementing a national action plan on SALW.       

The National Point of Contact is located in the Ministry internal security.    For the chairman of the RNFP is from Rwanda National Police, while the Secretary is from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The RNFP can be reached at the following address:

The Rwanda National Focal Point on Small Arms and Light Weapons, /

Ministry of internal security (Rwanda National Police)

B.P:6304 Kigali,

TEL:+250 08311488
FAX: +250 587985
E-Mail: rnfp2003@yahoo.com,kayirec70@yahoo.fr
2. Legislation, regulations and administrative procedures

SALW in Rwanda are governed by the Decree nº 12/79 of 7 May 1979 on Firearms and Ammunitions, and the Presidential Decree nº 111/02 of May 1979 on the ways of executing decree nº 12/79. This decree was modified by law nº 13/2000 of 14/06/2000.       

In liaison with concerned institutions, departments and agencies, the national legislation on firearms has been reviewed incorporating an important component of terrorism and the new law was adopted by the lower chamber of deputies in march 2008 it is now waiting to be approved by the senate.
The firearms legislation in Rwanda, just like any other laws, is made public through publication in the Official Gazette and media awareness programmes.  

3. Import, transit and stockpile management 

Importing, storing both in the state’s arms store and the general stores, withdrawing from those locations, selling firearms and their parts separately, their ammunition or spare parts, are subject to a prior authorization of the Minister of Defense (art. 2 of the Decree Law nº 12/79 of 7 May 1979).but this prerogative has been extended to minister of internal security for civilian firearms in the new legislation.  

Likewise, the transportation of arms and ammunition on the territory of the Republic of Rwanda is subject to producing a declaration form from the country in which these arms are to be used, certifying that they are to be used by the state or other individuals indicated on the declaration form (art. 7). 

4. Manufacture and export controls 

Rwanda does not manufacture,. However, there exist provisions that prohibit the manufacture of some weapons such as silencer guns, folding guns, multi-barreled guns and guns with toxic effects.      
The import or export license for firearms, ammunitions and other related materials shall be issued by the Minister in charge of National Police. Such a license shall at least contain the following information: 

1° its date and place of issuance;

2° its expiration date; 

3° country of import of firearms; 

4° country of export of firearms;

5° end-users of firearms;

6° nature and quantity of firearms 

7° Transit countries of firearms.  

5.  Jurisdictions / criminalization

Permits to possess, import  in arms can be withdrawn in case of an abuse of the licensing terms, and an inventory of all firearms whether meant for trade or individually kept, can be made by competent authorities(Commissioner General of Police) to assess conformity to required conditions. Household searches are also provided for under the new law.  

Under the national legislation, whoever imports, transports, possesses and trades in firearms and ammunitions in violation of the provisions of the law can be subjected to penalties that include imprisonment of Five years, fines or confiscation of their arms or ammunitions (art. 73 of the Decree Law nº 12/79 of May 1979). It is under the above article which stipulates that it is a crime to erase or altering the features of a gun. 

6. Marking, record keeping and tracing  
The government of Rwanda though Rwanda National focal point together with Rwanda National Police in 2007 started the process of marking Government firearms and private owned firearms and has Established a central fire arms  registry .

7. Collection and disposal 

The government of Rwanda through RNFP on small arms has engaged in implementing the United Nation Programmed of Action by collecting and destroying 7500 arms and ammunitions in the East and Southern provinces respectively in 2005and 2006
8. Awareness raising 

The Rwanda National Focal point together with civil society organizations have embarked on continued awareness campaigns on the dangers of small arms in the community especially in Eastern, Northern, southern, Kigali city and western provinces .These areas have been selected because of the location, nature and background. These campaigns focus on voluntary disarmament of SALW and community based policing. Media has been used in awareness campaigns in order to disseminate the information to wider Population. 

9. The National Action Plan 

The NFP is in the process of developing the National Action Plan with support of regional centre on small arms, the pilot study has been accomplished and the second phase will cover the whole country. 

10. Future Priorities

· To   continue to develop the National action Plan,

· Marking and Registration of firearms 

· Destruction and Disposal of firearms 

· Institutional capacity building 

Awareness campaigns on SALW
11.  Challenges and obstacles of implementing                           UNPoA 

· Lack of financial resources to facilitate the implementation of small arms activities

· Capacity building to enhance small arms initiative.

· Porous borders of neighboring that facilitate the proliferation small arms.
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