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MARKING RECORD KEEPING AND TRACING

Weapons marking from the Sierra Leone stand point of view is very critical in sourcing out the origins of small Arms and Light weapons.  The Sierra Leone Commitment towards this end is unlimited.  The political will and Government’s det3ermination in this direction is a clear signed that room now exist for a remarkable improvement in this regard.  The Sierra Leone Army, The Sierra Leone Police and the Sierra Leone  Prisons have their unique way of markings as per their Institutions.  In general, weapon holdings in the various armouries are recorded – serially, serial number of the weapon, year of manufacture, country of manufacture and origin.

It should be noted that there is no up to date DATA BASE of these information which ultimately require training in this end. Further down the armoury going for training in this end.  Further down the armoury going for unit and individual distribution they have their own methodology of recording and safe keeping which again needs a lot of improvement in manpower Training, Provision of Equipments and funding.  The need for a serious Commitment as NATCOMS of a new breed, our obsolute data 

base collection procedures, the non computerized but manual procedures 

adopted is a sure justification of misplacement of vital documents further justificatifying the urgent need for greater training assistance in Data collection and inpute, Equipment to process Data with the UN’S present stand in the eradication of this global salws menace there is now more the need for capacity building of manpower Training in Weapons Electronic Training Instrument (WET) which was developed by Canada and now used by many INTERPOLS.

Sierra Leone’s local gun manufacturing is at a very rudimentary stage though not to mean that the scale of manufacturing is insignificant.  Guns produced by local gun-smiths jotted in many parts of the Country are guns marked.  On the other hand, a majority of imported guns are marked.  Before the war. Record keeping of licensable fire arms in the country was under the responsibility of the Sierra Leone police through the Fire Arms Licensing Bureau. Even though it is difficult to establish the fact that poor record keeping had been a problem, this does not mean that proper record keeping was being done. The Police are yet to learn and to be equipped for fire Arms Training.
