UGANDA COUNTRY REPORT
Reporting on the implementation of the UNPOA to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its aspects at the 3rd Biennial Meeting of States 14-18 July 2008- New York

1. NATIONAL POINT OF CONTACT

The National Focal Point on Small Arms and Light Weapons besides being the National Co-ordinating Agency on all matters related to SALW, is also the National Point of Contact on the Implementation of the UNPoA and other International Instruments pertaining to SALW.  Among the core functions of the NFP, is the mandate to exchange inter-state information and good practices regarding SALW and co-ordination of the formulation of National Policy and Practices to combat and eradicate the proliferation of SALW.

2. DRAFT NATIONAL POLICY AND BILL TO AMEND THE FIREARMS ACT 1970
Wide-ranging nationwide consultation Workshops with all stake-holders (the last one will be held in mid-April, 2008 with the Parliamentary Sectoral Sub-Committee on Defence and Internal Affairs) were conducted to obtain views and input into the Draft Policy and Bill that seeks to regulate the import, export, transport, transit, brokering, possession, transfer, etc... of SALW and to amend the relevant obsolete sections of the Firearms Act 1970 to bring it in line with the provisions of all international instruments (including the UNPoA) that Uganda is a party to.  The amended draft will be presented to Government for approval and enactment into law as soon as it is ready.
3. UNODA/INTERPOL CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT TO ENABLE STATES TO IDENTIFY AND TRACE IN A TIMELY MANNER, ILLICIT SALW 10-11 DECEMBER, 2007

Uganda was represented at the above captioned Workshop and has been implementing the recommendations arising therefrom.  Two contact persons (one within the NFP and another from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) were designated to be responsible for the timely preparation and submission of Country Reports in respect of the UNPoA and the ITI.

4. NATIONAL MARKING, RECORD KEEPING AND TRACING OF STOCKPILE

As part of the UNPoA & ITI implementation in Uganda, a national Marking Exercise has been undertaken beginning with state-owned firearms (those belonging to the Armed Forces) and it is envisaged that all legitimately held SALW will ultimately be marked for ease of identification and tracing.  This practice will be institutionalized such that henceforth all firearms in the country will be appropriately marked depending on the category they belong to and in accordance with the provisions of the relevant international instruments/protocols, Uganda is a signatory to.  As part of consolidating the Marking process, Uganda will be joining other member states attending the RECSA organized Workshop on Marking to be conducted in Mombasa, Kenya w.e.f 31st March to 4th April, 2008.
5. COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS SALW

We are currently working on a project aimed at improving storage of firearms in the Uganda Police Force.  A country-wide audit in all Police Armouries is being conducted and all surplus arms will be collected, stored at secure central stores and disposed of appropriately in due course.  In November, 2007 400 tons of obsolete military ammunition were destroyed with the assistance from the South African Army.  A further 260 tons are pending destruction by mid year.  The exercise was well publicized as a means of raising public awareness about the dangers associated with SALW.
6. ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

In Uganda, we have very vibrant CSO’s (they are part of the NFP) which have actively participated in the implementation of strategies to combat the proliferation of illicit SALW. In fact, due to their proximity to the population especially in the rural areas, many illicit SALW have been surrendered to them thereby assisting in the national efforts to recover illicit SALW.  Plans are at hand to conduct a Workshop aimed at raising awareness of operatives at district level, some time in May, 2008.

7. RESEARCH

As a way of improving the appreciation of the nature and scope of the problems associated with the illicit SALW trade in all its aspects, the NFP in collaboration with RECSA and ISS will conduct a Second Workshop for Researchers’ on Small Arms and Human Security w.e.f 17-18 April, 2008.  The First one was conducted late 2006 and this is a follow-up to evaluate the impact and consolidate the process of confidence building between state agencies and civil society in matters related to SALW.

8. DISARMAMENT, DEMOBILIZATION AND RE-INTEGRATION

Within the context of the current national Peace, Reconstruction and Development Programme for Northern and Karamoja Regions of Uganda, the NFP is mandated to co-ordinate and monitor the progress of the disarmament exercise.  With the northern insurgency coming to an end, it is envisaged that a lot of SALW will either be surrendered or otherwise recovered from the ex-combatants. In the Karamoja region that is notorious for cattle-rustling well over 10,000 SALW were collected in 2007 and the military-led exercise is on-going.  It is envisaged that as a result of a combination of awareness raising and military pressure, a higher recovery rate will be realized this year. Within the NFP we also have a Conflicts Early Warning and Response Desk which works on peace-building initiatives aimed at addressing the root causes of conflicts and insecurity. 

