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	Section II, para 2

Section II, para 3

Domestic Laws and procedures to control production, transfer of  SALW

Legislation to criminalize illicit SALW activities


	The main control on firearms in England, Scotland and Wales (Great Britain) is the ‘Firearms Act 1968’.  There have been several amendment Acts between 1982 and 1997. GB has some of the most stringent controls on civilian gun ownership in the world, and as a result of this has reduced the diversion of SALW to unauthorised recipients. The licensing system includes the need for character references and demonstrating a good reason to possess a weapon. Among the factors that can be taken into account is the applicant’s history of violence.

A person wishing to trade in firearms must be registered as a Firearms Dealer with his local Police Constabulary.  The Police must be satisfied that the person concerned can be trusted to deal in guns, that he has a genuine proposed business, and that the security of his premises is sufficient.  A dealer must also keep records of the firearms that he trades in: Part IV of the 1998 Firearms Rules place obligations on Firearms Dealers – and Manufacturers are required to be Dealers – to keep detailed registers of firearms.  GB law currently requires these records be kept for at least 5 years.  However, we have been working with the European Commission, and other Member States, on the implementation of the provisions on record-keeping, set out in the UN Protocol on Firearms. The Protocol requires that records be kept for at least 10 years. EU Member States countries have opted for a minimum of 20 years. Further information on the 1998 Firearms Rules, together with comprehensive information on Security Procedures and a number of information reports relating to Firearms prepared by the Home Office, can be found on their website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/index.htm.

Changes to our domestic firearms law include the introduction of a mandatory, minimum 5-year sentence for illegal possession of a prohibited firearm and a ban on future import and sale of air weapons using the self-contained air cartridge system. Controls have also been introduced on the sale of ammunition primers and the importation, manufacture and sale of realistic imitation firearms has been banned except for certain purposes connected with re-enactment, film making etc. 

The export of SALW from the UK is regulated by the provisions of the Export of Goods, Transfer of Technology and Provision of Technical Assistance (Control) Order 2003. As amended, it prohibits the export - without a licence - to all destinations of military, security, para-military goods and arms, ammunition and related material listed in “The Military List”.  Also relevant is the EC Weapons Directive that contains provisions on the transfer of certain SALW within the EU.  The policy of Her Majesty's Government (HMG) is in accordance with national and international law and other national and international commitments that HMG has made regarding the export of strategic goods, in particular the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria announced on 26 October 2000. The Organisation for Security & Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) common export criteria are incorporated into the elements of the Consolidated Criteria (which are politically binding) and form the guidelines against which export licence applications are considered. The UK's international commitments are also set out in the criteria given above. 

An export licence will not be issued if it breaches the UK’s international obligations and commitments, or if there are concerns that the goods might be used for internal repression or international aggression, or the risks to regional stability or by other considerations as described in these criteria.

The criteria include UN sanctions, human rights, national security of UK and allies, respect for international law and counter terrorism, diversion and development concerns of the recipient country.

Under the Export Control Act 2002, the UK introduced new controls in May 2004 on trafficking and brokering of military equipment (including SALW). This stipulates that if any of these activities take place partly or wholly in the UK, they will require a licence. Full extra territorial controls have been introduced on UK persons whose activities facilitate the supply of military equipment to embargoed destinations. New controls on the transfer abroad of military technology by electronic means were also introduced in May 2004.
In June 2007, a review of the impact and effectiveness of the export controls that were introduced in 2004 was carried out by the UK Government, through a public consultation document. The Government's Initial Response to this Public Consultation was published on 6 February 2008, with a further response to follow in Spring 2008. The Initial Response does outline some envisaged tightening of the trafficking and brokering controls (known as "Trade Controls" in the UK) in relation to SALW, fulfilling a commitment made by the Prime Minister in his speech delivered at Mansion House on 12 November 2007. UK involvement in the trading of SALW (definitions of which are under consideration) would be controlled where appropriate and also prevent unscrupulous traders pursuing deals that are of concern to the UK from other countries.

Further information can be found on the following websites: www.berr.gov.uk - go to ‘European Trade’ and then ‘Strategic Export Control’ and http://www.fco.gov.uk  - go to ‘International Security’ and then ‘Arms Control & Non-Proliferation’.


	Through the UK Global Conflict Prevention Pool (GCPP), the UK has provided support to the Governments of Uganda and Kenya to develop and begin  implementation of national action plans on SALW, including drafting new appropriate national legislation on domestic manufacture, production, export, import and transfer of SALW, and to prevent diversion.  

The UK’s Export Control Outreach Programme also provides advice on improving export controls, including on SALW, to other governments. 

This has included working with both Bulgaria and Romania prior to their accession to the EU. 

We have also been conducted Outreach activities in a number of South Eastern European states, including Albania, Bosnia-Herzogovina, Croatia and Serbia.
	Working within the framework of the UN Programme of Action (UNPoA), in 2003 the UK worked to promote and develop SALW transfer controls. Initially known as the “Transfer Controls Initiative”, aimed at securing international agreement to common standards on the export, import and transhipment of SALW at the UNPoA Review Conference in 2006.  This is based on a bottom-up and region by region approach, working through dialogue, meetings and workshops around the world to establish common ground.  We have funded regional seminars in Buenos Aires, Nairobi and Managua, which made excellent progress. We also provided funding to Saferworld to assess and provide written reports on the current legal status concerning transfer controls in Uganda, Moldova and Ukraine. We continue to see signs that countries support the need for improved transfer controls and are working to achieve this.  We continue to believe that an agreement on reducing illicit transfers of SALW would be a major achievement in preventing irresponsible transfers, which might contribute to instability, conflict or repression. Despite the disappointing lack of consensus at the 2006 Review Conference, the UK will continue to work in partnership with countries from all regions in an effort to develop shared understandings on export controls. The UK is also at the forefront of work into a possible ATT.



	Section II, para 4

National co-ordinating agencies responsible for researching and monitoring illicit SALW trade


	In the UK, responsibility for researching and monitoring illicit SALW trade is generally shared between Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs (HMRC), the Serious and Organised Crime Agency (SOCA) and police forces. 

The UK Small Arms Policy Committee, (SAPC) chaired by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO), co-ordinates national implementation of the UNPoA.


	The UK’s support for the development of national action plans includes provision of advice and assistance for establishing and operating such agencies.

The UK supports several regional initiatives for monitoring the illicit trade: 

· The Regional Centre on Small Arms (RECSA) in Nairobi for its assistance to National Focal Points (NFPs) in eastern Africa, the Great Lakes region and the Horn of Africa;

· Through financial support to UNDP, the UK assists the work of a number of countries and regional programmes to control small arms and reduce armed violence. These include the South Eastern Europe Clearing House on SALW (SEESAC), which works with governments in that region to strengthen their capacity to monitor and research the illicit SALW trade;

· The UK supports UNDPs work to drive the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence Reduction

· The UK also supports the UN Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament (Lima), which provides training of police and law enforcement officials in prevention of trafficking through improved record keeping, marking, tracing, information-sharing and safe disposal of weapons.
	

	Section II, para 5

Establish a national point of contact for liaison on implementation of UNPoA
	Miss Melanie J. H. Scarlett

Small Arms & Light Weapons Desk Officer

Security Policy Group 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office

Room W3.121

King Charles Street

London SW1A 2AH

Tel:  +44 20 7 008  2251

Fax: +44 20 7 008  2635

Email: melanie.scarlett@fco.gov.uk

	
	Through its work with RECSA and Saferworld, the UK has helped support the establishment of functioning national focal points on small arms in Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. 



	Section II, para 6

Identify groups associated with illicit SALW activities


	HMRC, SOCA, Ministry of Defence (MoD), police forces and other government agencies co-operate to identify groups associated with illicit SALW activities. 
	
	Upon request and within the constraints of UK law, the UK shares information on groups or individuals, identified as being involved in illicit SALW activities, with Interpol and individual governments.


	UN Programme of Action
	UK Implementation of the UNPoA 


	UK Assistance in Support of the UNPoA 


	U.K Global/Regional Activity in Support of the UNPoA 

	Section II, para 7

Section III, para 12

Section II, para 8

Marking of all SALW at time of manufacture;

Exchange on marking practice

Measures to prevent manufacture, transfer of unmarked SALW
	The UK has been working with the European Commission and the European Parliament to amend the European Weapons Directive, to meet the requirements of the  UN Protocol against the Illicit manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts, Components and Ammunition. A final text has been agreed and will shortly be adopted. This will require Member States, at the time of manufacture of each firearm, either to :

(a)  uniquely mark, including the name of the manufacturer, the country or place of manufacture, the serial number and the year of manufacture (if not part of the serial number). This is without prejudice to the possible affixation of the trademark. For these purposes, the Member States may choose to apply the provisions of the Convention of 1 July 1969 on Reciprocal Recognition of Proofmarks on Small Arms (CIP); or 

(b) maintain any alternative unique user-friendly marking with a number or alphanumeric code, permitting ready identification by all States of the country of manufacture. 

The marking must be affixed to an essential component of the firearm, the destruction of which would render the firearm unusable. Member States must also require the marking of every single elementary package of complete ammunition, providing the name of the manufacturer, the identification batch (lot) number, the calibre and the type of ammunition. For these purposes Member states may choose to apply the provisions of the CIP. Furthermore, they must ensure, at the time of transfer of a firearm from government stocks to permanent civilian use, the appropriate unique marking permitting identification by States of the transferring country.
The Gun Barrel Proof Acts require guns that are exposed for sale, exchange or export to be proved and marked as proved. This is done at two Proof Houses.  

The Firearms Protocol contains practical, tools-based measures, designed to assist law enforcement communities, by enhancing international cooperation and promoting greater transparency in legal transfers of firearms. The Firearms Protocol sets out comprehensive procedures for the import, export and transit of firearms, their parts and components, and ammunition. It is a reciprocal system, requiring countries to provide authorisations to one another before permitting shipments of firearms to leave, arrive or transit across their territory. It also enables law enforcement to track the legal movement of shipments to prevent theft and diversion.

All UK military SALW are marked with a unique serial number. The number is engraved into the metal of the body, trigger mechanism housing, or receiver of the weapon. When the UK MoD has involvement in the procurement of a new weapon system, we request in the contract the format of the full serial number.

The UK MoD is fully compliant with the International Marking and Tracing instrument and has accounts for our weapons dating back a number of years. The UK MoD operates a total ban on small arms re-sale to private companies and individuals; this has been in place for a number of years. Records of all serial numbers and the history of weapons are held indefinitely. 
The UK Defence Manufacturers Association promotes awareness and compliance among all reputable, registered manufacturers to mark SALW produced in the UK with place of manufacture and serial number. 

	Through the GCPP, the UK provides support to a number of organisations:

· the UN Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development (Lima) to train police and law enforcement officials in trafficking, record keeping, marking, tracing and safe disposal of weapons in the Latin America and Caribbean region.

· Viva Rio to develop harmonised tracing in 14 states in Brazil and to assist the Governments of El Salvador and Mozambique as they develop database and tracing programmes.

· RECSA to support a forthcoming  programme of marking and tracing in East Africa, the Great Lakes Region and Horn of Africa under the Nairobi Protocol.
	The UK was actively involved in the negotiating of the International Marking and Tracing Instrument (ITI). For full details of how the UK implements the ITI, please see separate UK Implementation Report for the ITI.

The UK participated in UN Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) to consider further steps to enhance international cooperation in preventing, combating and eradicating illicit brokering of SALW and welcomes the recommendations contained in their report.


	Section II, para 9

"Record keeping" on manufacture, holding, and transfer


	UK signed the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts, Components and Ammunition on 6 May 2002.  

Under the terms of the revised European Weapons Directive, Member States must ensure, by 31 December 2014, the maintenance of a computerised data filing system:

(a) either a centralised system or 

(b) a decentralised system which guarantees access of the authorised authorities to the data filing systems in which each firearm, subject to the Directive, shall be recorded. 

This filing system shall record and maintain, for not less than 20 years, each firearm's type, make, model, calibre, serial number and the names and addresses of the supplier and the person acquiring or possessing the weapon. The UK is in the process of developing a national Firearms Register.

Dealers, throughout their period of activity, will be required to maintain a register in which all firearms, subject to the Directive and which are received or disposed of by them, shall be recorded. The register will also contain the particulars that enable the weapon to be identified and traced, in particular the type, make, model, calibre, serial number and the names and addresses of the persons supplying and acquiring the weapon. Upon the cessation of his activities, the dealer shall deliver the register to the responsible national authority.
The UK MoD keeps indefinite records of the serial numbers and the history of MoD owned weapons. 
	
	

	Section II, para 7, 10, 36

Identification and traceability of arms


	As above.


	
	


	Section II, para 11

Import and export licensing


	The UK has one of the strictest and most transparent arms export licensing systems in the world. Licences to export arms, and other goods subject to control for strategic reasons, are issued by BERR. All applications for export licenses are considered against the Consolidate EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria. Applications are circulated to other government departments for advice, in line with their own policy responsibilities. These departments are; FCO, MoD, and the Department for International Development  (DfID). The FCO is responsible for considering the foreign policy implications of any proposed export or supply of controlled goods and technology. This includes ensuring that recommendations on export licences given to BERR are consistent with overall FCO policy on defence exports and consistent with the UK's international obligations and commitments (including in relation to arms embargoes and prevention of human rights abuses). The MoD is responsible for considering the potential risk to the security of the UK, British forces overseas and our allies. MoD also considers the risk of diversion to third countries of potential concern; provides military, technical and equipment security advice; assesses whether goods are controlled and whether they are appropriate for the stated end-use; and provides advice on bilateral defence relations and advises on export sales generally. The MoD is also the lead Department for the Form 680 process, which allows industry to seek preliminary Government approval for the release of information or the potential export of defence equipment overseas, prior to the submission of a formal application for an export licence. DfID leads on advice on the potential impact of the proposed export on sustainable development (Criterion 8 of the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria) and comments on other criteria, notably human rights and internal repression (Criteria 2 and 3).

Up to 2004, the UK reported annually to the UK Parliament through an Annual Report on Strategic Export Controls. This contributed to increased transparency and information exchange. Since 2004, to further enhance transparency into the UK's export control system, quarterly reporting was introduced, alongside the annual reporting. The Quarterly Report includes the numbers and types of licences issued, together with information on the equipment on the licences and the values of Standard Individual Licences (SIELs). There is also information on SIEL refusals. The report includes specific information on SALW. Quarterly Reports are published three months after the end of each quarter, meaning information is published on the UK's export licensing decisions nearer to the time the decision is taken. The newest information will be three months old, and the oldest, six months.

Under the Export Control Act 2002, secondary legislation introduced controls on trafficking and brokering activities that take place partly or wholly in the UK (see section II, para 2). This includes SALW trafficking and brokering activities, and intangible technology transfers.

The UK has a number of import restrictions which are maintained on a national basis, mainly on security grounds.  These licensing requirements (administered by  BERR’s Import Licensing Branch (ILB)) include controls on firearms and ammunition which back up the domestic controls (administered by the Home Office), as set out in the Firearms Act 1968 (amended).  These controls ensure that restricted firearms, ammunition and component parts are only in the hands of people authorised to possess them.  Most firearms and ammunition require an individual import licence.  However, Open Individual Licences are available to importers for commercial imports of non-prohibited firearms, ammunition and component parts consigned from outside the EU and that are issued against Certificates of Registration as a Firearms Dealer.  A transfer licence, instead of an Open Individual Licence, may be required if the firearms, ammunition or component parts are being transferred from within the EU.
	The UK has provided financial, and other support, to several NGOs working on export controls. These include Saferworld (focusing in particular on the EU Code of Conduct and EU accession states); Viva Rio (in Brazil and southern America) and the Small Arms Survey.

The Export Control Outreach Programme also provides advice and support on export and import licensing procedures to other nations. Since 2003, the UK has held bilateral Outreach discussions with South Africa, Libya, Russia, Serbia Montenegro, China, Albania and Malaysia. Further work is anticipated within the G8 with regard to MANPADS, looking at regional groups and states who have not recognized the statement made at Evian.
	The UK is a firm believer in an approach to export controls that is  based on specific factors for consideration. For the UK, these are based on the UK national and EU consolidated criteria, based on the EU Code of Conduct. We discuss these factors with interested governments and organisations, to share ideas and best practice.

The UK is a supporter of the International Conference on Export Controls, the last of which was held in Bucharest, Romania in March 2007. This conference included invitees from a number of states who had previously not attended and who contributed greatly to the three day event.



	Section II, para 12

End-user certification, legal and enforcement measures


	The UK monitors arms transfers, investigates suspicious activity and acts quickly to curtail exports to those recipients who do not meet the strict criteria for responsible use.  

Special arrangements are in place for SALW. Under the terms of the EU Weapons Directive, a Prior Import Consent, in lieu of an End User Undertaking, is required from the appropriate EU member state when applying for an export licence for small arms transfers. For export outside the EU (not covered by the terms of the Weapons Directive), an End User Certificate (EUC) is required in addition. A copy of an import permit, or some other form of documentation issued by the authorities of the importing state confirming that they were content for the individual/dealer to possess the weapon/weapons, must be detailed in the licence application. (This is also in line with UN Firearms Protocol provisions).    

More generally, for those goods falling outside these arrangements, Standard Individual Export Licence (SIEL) applications must be supported by an End-User Undertaking before a licence can be granted, or, in cases where the consignee is a government body, a copy of the relevant part of the official purchase order. In respect of Open Individual Export Licences (OIELs), End-User Undertakings (or a copy of the official purchase order) must be obtained within 30 days of each export. These do not need to be presented to BERR but must be made available for inspection if required.

Guidance on End User certification can be found at:  

www.berr.gov.uk - go to ‘European Trade’ and then ‘Strategic Export Control’.


	
	The UK is an active participant in the Wassenaar Arrangement, and the EU Working Groups (COARM/CODUN). We actively encourage critical analysis of End Users.

The goal of our work on SALW transfers is to secure promote national and regional agreements to guide responsible SALW transfers from one country to another. We work closely with a range of NGOs to achieve this, including Oxfam, Saferworld, Amnesty and IANSA.



	Section II, para 13

Re-export authority 


	It is not UK practice to include ‘no re-export’ conditions on export licences. It is an essential part of the UK Government's strategy for the responsible management of strategic exports to seek to minimise the risk of equipment being diverted from the stated End-Use or End-User. HMG believes the only sure way of preventing diversion or misuse is through a thorough risk assessment at the licensing stage. All information available and provided in support of an export licence application (end-user undertakings are a useful tool here) can be considered, and the application refused where that risk is unacceptable. Checks on the proposed End Use and End-Users are carried out at this stage, to inform and support the decision making process.     

The UK carries out post export monitoring on a case by case basis, where we believe it can add value. But HMG considers it neither practical nor useful to monitor the End-Use of all strategic goods exported from the UK over their lifetime with the End-User, particularly when the steps outlined above have been taken to satisfy ourselves of the End-User's reliability and integrity before issuing a licence.   


	
	

	Section II, para 14

Regulation of arms brokers, legal and enforcement tools. 


	The July 2002 Export Control Act modernised the UK’s existing export control regime by introducing powers to control involvement in arms trafficking and brokering between overseas countries.   

SALW trafficking and brokering activities that take place partly or wholly in the UK require a licence (see Section II, Para 2), as do transfers of intangible technology.

	The UK recognises the need to ensure that future agreements reflect the concerns, problems, needs and priorities of developing countries. It has set aside funds for the participation of experts and officials from affected countries in regional and international negotiations. 

 
	On 6 December 2007, at a UK suggestion, The Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) agreed to amend the UK initiated set of "best practice guidelines" on Small Arms transfers to bring them in line with language adopted by the UN in 2005 on marking and tracing of SALW. At another UK request, the Plenary approved amendments to the 2003 Elements for Export Controls of MANPADS to ensure its more effective implementation, (see: www.berr.gov.uk – ‘European Trade’, ‘Strategic Export Control’ for details on the UK’s implementation of the Wassenaar Elements). The Wassenaar Plenary adopted Best Practices to Prevent Destabilising Transfers of Small Arms and Light Weapons through Air Transport containing a series of specific measures that may be taken at national level, regarding non-governmental air transport of small arms and light weapons.   

Also see Section II, Para 2.


	Section II, para 15, 32

Enforcement of UNSC embargoes; penalties for violation. 


	The UK strictly enforces arms embargoes and imposes criminal penalties for violations. Persons found guilty of deliberately breaching embargoes are liable to a maximum 7 years or 10 years imprisonment, (depending on whether an embargo is being implemented under the UN Act or the Export Control Act). NB: not all UN embargoes are now implemented under the UN Act. 
 
	
	

	Section II, para 17, 29

Management and security of national stockpiles

Section III, para 6,8 

Assistance for stockpile Management and security

Regional/International Programmes of specialist training in stockpile management


	See Section II, Paras 16, 19

MoD and Home Office have rigorous internal rules and procedures governing the management and security of stockpiles by military and police forces and are fully compliant with all national, transport, aviation, security and safety legislation.

Considerations include security measures, access control measures, inventory management and accounting procedures, protection measures for emergencies, transport security, loss and theft, security training and assistance to improve stockpile management and security procedures. 
	With the merger of strategy and funding for SALW control and security sector reform, the UK is exploring embedding SALW stockpile management expertise within an existing security sector reform advisory team.

Through its support to the UNDP Crisis Prevention and Recovery Thematic Trust Fund, and through support for the development of national action plans, the UK is assisting efforts to improve stockpile management and security.

The UK MoD’s Joint Arms Control Implementation Group (JACIG) undertakes a number of outbound stockpile inspections and also host inward bound visits by other states that wish to learn more about stockpile management. 


	Since the adoption of the Wassenaar Elements in 2003, the UK has continued looking for ways to increase the scope of what was negotiated, identify gaps and use the elements as a gold standard for non-WA participating states to adopt and take forward. Since this time we have seen the G8 adopt a plan of action at Sea Island and have seen the OSCE release their own guidance based on the Elements. 

JACIG continues to participate in Staff Assessment Visits (SAV) with Belarus.  Between December 2004 and March 2005, there have been various scoping visits culminating in some destruction efforts. 

 

In April 2006, JACIG staff also verified destruction taking place in Bosnia and there was a follow up meeting in Zagreb in December 2006 to scope future projects.

In July 2006, JACIG undertook a PSSM SAV to Tajikistan and in February and May 2007, JACIG staff visited Afghanistan to verify destruction of SALW/CA (Conventional Arms).  

In addition, after a scoping visit to Moldova early in 2007, JACIG hosted a visit to the UK in November 2007 by Moldovan staff officers to view UK SALW and CA storage facilities.

Within the G8, the UK has agreed an extensive Outreach program to help identify states that may need help and encouragement with their MANPADS export controls and practices.

Both alone and with other states the UK has made headway in increasing the amount of destruction work around the globe. 

The UK has also written internal guidance for advisors regarding the processing of licence applications. This guidance seeks to ensure that the recommendations within the recently updated WA Elements are implemented within UK licensing process.

The UK also participates in the Multinational Small Arms Group (MSAG) Symposia.  The MSAG is an informal group of nations whose SALW practitioners meet twice yearly to discuss SALW topics and identify best practises.  There have been symposia in the UK (early 2006), Berne (October 2006), Madrid (July 2007) and Oslo (November 2007) with the main outputs being the OSCE Best Practice Guides for SALW.  At the Oslo symposia the UK (JACIG) took on responsibility for maintenance of the MSAG database which contains details of national practitioners, national capabilities, contact details, project involvement and known forthcoming SALW events.  

 

One of the other main projects for the MSAG was the development of a SALW course to be run at the NATO School in Oberammergau.  The trial course was held in Oberammergau in July 2007. A 'theory-only' version of the course is being developed and is due to be trialled in November 2008.

The UK has helped in obtaining agreement for the destruction of MANPADS in Belarus and  Ukraine and is actively seeking more projects like this in this area.

The UK is currently drafting a document for the WA, detailing our domestic stockpile security and management practices as well as an update on the implementation of the Elements. 

In Belarus, via the OSCE, the UK  led a stockpile management project involving a total of 18 storage sites. 



	Section II, para 18

Regular review of States’ stocks, identification of surplus, safe storage, disposal/destruction


	MoD oversees the management and security of national military weapons stockpiles as outlined above. In addition, regular and annual reconciliation of all small arms held is performed.
	The UK assists countries in the destruction of excess and illicit SALW stocks. The UK contributes significant funding to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Crisis Prevention and Recovery Thematic Trust which includes assistance for regular review of stocks, surpluses and storage/destruction within its programmes. 

Through its support to Mines Advisory Group (MAG) and Cleared Ground Demining, the UK contributes to the review, management and destruction of surplus SALW and ammunition in Guinea Bissau, Democratic Republic of Congo and Republic of Congo.  
	Within the OSCE, the UK together with partners Switzerland and Spain and as part of an ongoing project, have provided Belarus with SALW stockpile management assistance and advice.

Also see Annex. 



	UN Programme of Action
	UK Implementation of the UNPoA 


	UK Assistance in Support of the UNPoA 


	UK Global/Regional Activity in Support of the UNPoA 

	Section II, para 21, 30, 34 ; Section III, para 16

Support effective DD&R, including collection, storage, destruction of SALW; Int'l assistance for same


	The UK has a National Action Plan for implementing UNSCR 1325, on Women, Peace and Security.
	The UK has provided support for Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) in a number of post-conflict situations, including Sierra Leone, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Sudan as part of wider post-conflict reconstruction assistance. Through its financial support to the UNDP Crisis Prevention and Recovery Thematic Trust Fund, the UK assists with programmes aimed at helping former combatants reintegrate into society in countries such as Central African Republic, Colombia and Haiti.  The UK has assisted in some cases with collection and destruction efforts. 

Through the Africa Conflict Prevention Pool, the UK has contributed to DDR programmes in Liberia, Sudan, Ethiopia and several countries in Central Africa through a regional DDR pool.
	The UK has worked with a number of others to support multi-donor DDR processes, such as the Multi-donor Demobilisation and Reintegration Programme for the Great Lakes region.  The UK is seeking to work with partners in the UN, the World Bank and other organisations to enhance the effectiveness of DDR processes.  The UK is also keen to further its understanding of the linkages between peace support operations, security sector reform, and DDR processes.

Also see annex.

	Section II, para 22 

Special needs of children in armed conflict, rehabilitation, and reintegration


	The UK supports a number of DDR initiatives, with specific emphasis on children included, in a number of countries  including DRC, Nepal, Burundi, Uganda, Afghanistan, and Sudan. The UK is providing support for UNICEF emergency response capacity building, including developing programme and policy guidance on addressing the needs of children affected by armed conflict to enable more effective DDR of child soldiers.


	Through its funding to UNICEF, the UK has contributed to improvements in the reintegration of child soldiers in Burundi, Nepal and Uganda, Afghanistan, Colombia and Côte d’Ivoire,
	

	Section II, para 23

Voluntary submissions on destruction, illicit trade; transparency in laws and regulations.


	UK laws and regulations on import, export, manufacture, brokering, and marking of SALW are available on the internet (www.berr.gov.uk - go to ‘European Trade’ and then ‘Strategic Export Control’).

The UK has provided information on UK laws regarding import, export, manufacture, and destruction of excess SALW to the OSCE. Up to 2004, the UK reported to UK Parliament through an Annual Report on Strategic Export Controls. This contributed to increased transparency and information exchange. From 2004, to further enhance transparency into the UK's export control system, quarterly reporting was introduced alongside the annual reporting. (See also Section II, Para 11)

The UK also reports annually to the UN Register of Conventional Arms on all exports of military equipment in major categories and will again provide this information including additional voluntary background reporting of Small Arms and Light Weapons transfers, and destruction from stocks. 


	Whilst all reporting to the UN Register is voluntary, the UK continues to attach a high level of importance to regular and comprehensive reporting and actively encourages all UN member states to participate with similar levels of transparency.

The UK is currently the only member state of the EU to publish details of brokering licences, including refusals.


	The UK participates in and supports the OSCE SALW and the UN Register of Conventional Arms information exchange.

The UK Is a strong supporter of the UN Register and was instrumental in negotiating the expansion of it to include voluntary reporting of SALW. The UK also funds the production of booklets in English, French and Spanish explaining the purpose of the Register and how to report information.

	Section II, para 24 (regional) 

Designation of regional and sub-regional POC on UNPoA implementation
	See Section II, Para 5.


	
	

	Section II, para 25, 26

Encourage, where appropriate, negotiation or strengthening of regional instruments to combat illicit trade


	The UK is an active member of the EU’s COARM Working Group, including consideration of ways to further strengthen the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports, and on regulating brokering activities. 
	The UK has given financial support to RECSA, which supports and monitors the implementation of the Nairobi Protocol, and has also been active in EU moves to bolster the EU/SADC process. In addition, the UK supports the UN Lima Centre, which is working to train law enforcement officials in combating illicit trafficking. This initiative aims to support the implementation of the Organisation of American States (OAS) Convention on Illicit Trafficking and the Concise International Chemical Assessment Documents (CICAD) Model Regulations.

The UK has supported Viva Rio in their work on drafting a regional law model for the Latin American Parliament (PARLATINO).

The UK believes that civil society actors are key partners in these processes, and has facilitated their participation at various meetings, supports the work of organisations such as Saferworld and the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), who assess progress made in implementing regional agreements.  The London-based IANSA Secretariat also supports civil society action in implementing the UNPoA, including in the implementation of regional agreements.

	In the OSCE, the UK is working towards improved information exchange and best practice guidance in implementation of the OSCE Document on Small Arms. 



	Section II, para 27,28

Law enforcement co-operation, information sharing, implementing existing laws by region


	Outreach, in the form of bilateral talks and awareness raising seminars, continues to play a key role in HMG’s efforts to promote and support the implementation of responsible and transparent export control policy and practice around the world. This includes implementation of the OSCE Document on Small Arms and the UNPoA.

HMRC has established national and international customs co-operation and information sharing networks with a view to combating the illicit trade in SALW.

 
	Export control issues (including Small Arms) are often on the agenda of bilateral political-military talks which regularly take place in London and

overseas.  In addition, joint teams of officials from the FCO, BERR, MoD, HMRC and DFID conduct export control bilateral meetings with their counterparts to address the detailed practical issues surrounding export licensing and in

particular enforcement.  Outreach seminars focus on the specific operational needs and interests of the country in question and are held either in London or

in-country.  All aspects of follow-up are co-ordinated from London, involving

our bilateral and multilateral Posts overseas as appropriate.    

Through the GCPP, the UK supports training activities for law enforcement officers organised by RECSA (for eastern Africa, Great Lakes region and Horn of Africa) and by the UN Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Lima. 

The UK GCPP is developing an integrated approach to safety and security by bringing together its work on its SALW and Security Sector and Justice Reform programmes, into one Conflict Prevention Pool, Security and Small Arms Control Programme.

Viva Rio, a Brazilian NGO supported by the UK government, has been very active in working with the police to strengthen their capacity to deal effectively with small arms issues in communities.  The UK is also supportive of work undertaken by Saferworld to strengthen community policing capacities with the Government of Kenya. 

The IANSA network, supported through the GCPP, has raised awareness of the need to implement the UNPoA, and has partnered governments in their activities to implement it.
	The UK supports and co-operates with foreign law enforcement agencies as well as with Interpol and the World Customs Organization (WCO). It provides specialised law enforcement training in areas such as customs inspection and maritime interdiction.



	Section II, para 31

Encourage regional transparency


	
	Outreach, in the form of bilateral talks and awareness raising seminars,

continues to play a key role in HMG's efforts to promote and support the

regional transparency. 
The UK continues to attach a high level of importance to regular and comprehensive reporting and actively encourages all UN member states to participate with similar levels of transparency.


	The UK supports transparency instruments such as the UN Register of Conventional Arms. It was instrumental in negotiating its expansion to include voluntary reporting of  SALW, OSCE SALW information exchange, the Wassenaar Arrangement, and efforts undertaken within the OAS. 

The UK also funds the production of booklets in English French and Spanish explaining the purpose of the Register and how to report information.


	Section II, para 33

(global) 

Provide voluntary reports to UN DDA on progress on implementing the POA
	The UK provides voluntary reports to UN DDA, supporting UNGA resolutions relating to SALW. 
	
	

	Section II, para 35

Encourage UNSC, where applicable, to include DDR for peace operations
	The UK believes there is a need to increase awareness and integrate SALW activities into a wider framework for future sustainability.

The UK has co-funded the UN in developing an inter-agency approach to DDR. 


	
	As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, the UK endeavours to ensure that DDR matters are given due consideration in peace support operations, where appropriate. 



	Section II, para 36

Strengthen the ability of states to identify and trace illicit SALW


	A new National Ballistics Intelligence Service (NABIS) will deliver, for the first time, comprehensive forensic information to identify weapons and link gun crime incidents. It will include: 

· a complete registry of all recovered guns and ammunition coming into police possession in England and Wales

· a ballistics comparison capability to link crimes and incidents within 24 to 48 hours

· intelligence relating to suspects, weapons, locations and incidents.


Scientists and technicians will provide rapid intelligence to investigators that will link the criminal use of firearms and speed up criminal investigations.

	Through visits and seminars, assistance is offered on classification and tracing of seized weapons by MoD and SOCA. The UK supports the work of the UN Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Lima to train law enforcement officers to identify and trace illicit SALW.  


	

	Section II, para 37

Co-operation with Interpol and WCO to identify and prosecute illicit traffickers


	HMRC, SOCA and police forces co-operate with other government authorities and Interpol. SOCA provides technical and liaison assistance in firearms trafficking efforts.


	
	The UK continuously co-operates with Interpol and the WCO through increased assistance in investigations and increased information-sharing with national law enforcement authorities.

	Section II, para 38

Encourage states to ratify int'l legal instruments on terror and global crime.


	The UK has put into effect orders against those linked to terrorist activities, and many other initiatives in the fight against terrorism. 

UK signed the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts, Components and Ammunition on 6 May 2002. We are encouraging others to sign the Protocol and work towards implementing it. 


	The UK has bilateral information exchanges through law enforcement channels. It is seeking to improve international sanctions, anti-money laundering coordination, as well as other initiatives in the fight against terrorism.

Through the IANSA network, supported by GCPP funds, global civil society has been raising awareness of the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking of Firearms, their Parts, Components and Ammunition.
	The UK has ratified all 12 UN Counter Terrorism Conventions including the Bombing and Financing Convention on 7 March 2001. 

The UK supports UNSC 1373, has signed the UN Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, the UN Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, supports the “Rio Treaty”, Egmont Group, OAS, OAU, ASEAN, EU, APEC, OSCE and many more initiatives against terror and global crime.



	Section II, para 39

Develop common understanding on, and work to combat, illicit brokering.


	
	
	The UK is very supportive of international efforts in this field and encourages the adoption of effective brokering laws and regulations by other states.

	Section III, para 1-3, 6

Promote international co-ordination/co-operation, technical and financial assistance in implementing POA


	Development of this Matrix of UK domestic and international measures.
	See throughout this Matrix. Through its bilateral consultations, the UK promotes and encourages coordination and cooperation to maximize donor resources and will work to support the co-ordination donor assistance.

The UK has worked with other bilateral and multilateral donors, as well as small arms control practitioners such as UNDP, to develop a more holistic and comprehensive concept of small arms control and armed violence reduction as an integral component of development assistance. The UK’s Armed Violence and Poverty Initiative has gathered evidence of the impact of small arms availability and armed violence on poverty, as well as the contribution of armed violence reduction interventions to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals.  The UK will work with partners to test the findings and encourage the development of programming guidelines with the OECD and other donor forums.
	The UK is developing an integrated approach to safety and security by bringing together its work on  SALW and Security Sector and Justice Reform programmes into one Conflict Prevention Pool Security and Small Arms Control Programme

 The UK has also been involved in other efforts to promote donor co-ordination and co-operation in assistance to implementation of the UN PoA, but believes that this crucial issue merits further consideration by States. 

	Section III, para 7

Information exchange among experts.


	The UK takes part in international information exchanges in areas relating to SALW and provides technical, legal, and other advice on U.K practices relating to SALW. Other UK government departments, for example, MoD, BERR, HMRC and  SOCA offer advice on issues such as export controls,  marking and tracing, stockpile management, firearms identification.   


	Various. See throughout this Matrix.
	Various. They include expert groups, meetings, conferences, bilateral, NGO meetings, regional seminars, experts studies, etc.

	Section III, para 8

Regional and int'l Programmes for training in stockpile management and security
	
	The UK provides financial assistance to UNDP and the UN Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development to provide training in stockpile management and security at the regional level, particularly in South Eastern Europe (UNDP) and South America (UNLiREC)


	

	Section III, para 9

Support for Interpol IWETS database
	SOCA conduct tracing requests online with the IWETS database.
	
	The UK shares information on a bilateral basis and with Interpol.

	Section III, para 10, 11

Develop technologies, co-operate on tracing illicit weapons


	The UK exchanges information and works to increase co-operation in controlling the export of UK- origin munitions.  SOCA provides technical advice and legal assistance on tracing systems.

The intelligence gathered by NABIS (see Section II, Para 36) will also be used to prevent and detect the importation into and manufacture of illegal firearms and ammunition within, the UK.
	SOCA assists countries in tracing UK-origin illicit arms used in criminal activities.  
	Within the G-8 Counter-terrorism Experts Group and the Lyon Group, the UK has advanced cooperation in illicit arms tracing among G-8 countries.

	Section III, para 13

Mutual legal assistance in investigations of illicit trade in SALW


	The UK works closely with other governments on SALW trafficking investigations.


	
	

	Section III, para 15

Assistance to combat illicit trade related to drugs, crime and terror


	UK provides investigative assistance on international trafficking cases involving drug trafficking, terrorism, and organised crime.
	UK law enforcement agencies provide awareness training and support to drug-producing and transit countries worldwide.
	

	Section III, para 16
	See Section II, Para 35 and Section III, Para 8.
	
	

	Section III, para 17

Address development concern as they relate to SALW proliferation


	The UK is currently researching how best to mainstream SALW issues into its development assistance programme, and into wider development policy and programmes to ensure greater compatibility and sustainability.  

DfID is working to integrate SALW control policies and activities into sectoral and country programmes. 
	The UK-supported development of national action plans by several governments in Africa includes consideration of development activities in relation to small arms.

The UK itself and through supporting IANSA member NGOs, continues to analyse the links between armed violence, insecurity and poverty. The UK has signed the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, an important step towards recognising the rights of survivors of SALW violence within a development framework.
	The UK with UNDP and the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD is developing guidance on programming SALW and Armed Violence Reduction into development initiatives and programmes. 

The UK is also a signatory of the Geneva Declaration of Armed Violence and Development.

	Section IV, para 1

Review conference by 2006; biennial meetings on implementation of PoA; UN study on tracing; further steps to combat illicit brokering


	The UK was disappointed that the 2006 Review Conference did not manage to reach consensus on a final document, especially regarding the Transfer Controls Initiative.

The UK hopes that a more focussed approach to the 2008 BMS will result in a successful conclusion, reflected in a practical outcome document that:

· sets the framework for ongoing implementation work over subsequent years, 
· clearly highlights the successes and best practices in implementing the UNPoA, 

· and identifies areas where greater attention is needed. 

The UK wants a result that enhances the reputation of the UN as the pre-eminent forum for controlling and curbing the illicit spread of small arms and light weapons. 


	
	


Acronyms

BERR

Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform

(DDR)

Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration 

DfID

Department for International Development

ECOWAS
Economic Community of West African States 

FCO

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

GCPP

Global Conflict Prevention Pool

GGE

Group of Governmental Experts

HMG

Her Majesty’s Government

HMRC

Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs

IANSA

International Action Network on Small Arms

IWETS

Interpol’s International Weapons and Explosives Tracking System database

JACIG

Joint Arms Control Implementation Group

MAG

Mines Advisory Group

MoD

Ministry of Defence

NABIS

National Ballistics Intelligence Service

NFP

National Focal Point

NGO

Non-Governmental Organisation

OSCE

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe

RECSA

Regional Centre on Small Arms

SADC

Southern African Development Community 
SAPC

Small Arms Policy Group 

SOCA

Serious & Organised Crime Agency

SSESAC 
The South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons 

UNDDA 
United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs

UNDP

United Nations Development Programme

UNGA

United Nations General Assembly

UNLiREC
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (Peru)

UNPoA 

“United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects”

WA

Wassenaar Arrangement
WCO 

World Customs Organization

UK SALW online resources:

Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform website: http://www.berr.gov.uk/europeandtrade/index.html
Department for International Development website: http://www.dfid.gov.uk
Defence Export Services Organisation (DESO) website: http://www.deso.MoD.uk/overpol.htm
Foreign & Commonwealth Office website: http://www.fco.gov.uk  - go to ‘International Security’ and then ‘Arms Control & Non-Proliferation’.

Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs website: http://www.hmce.gov.uk/protect/ourfight/illegalfirearms.htm
Home Office website: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/index.htm.

SOCA website: http://www.soca.gov.uk/
ANNEX ON EXAMPLES OF UK SALW DESTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

Since 2006 when we last reported, the UK has continued to provide assistance with the destruction of SALW and SALW ammunition (the focus being on the former) in Africa, Eastern Europe and the Balkans region. We have continued our support for stockpile management, destruction and record-keeping in an OSCE-led project in Belarus. We also saw the conclusion of the second phase of a NATO-led destruction project in Albania, to which the UK contributed funding, during which 5,505.23 tonnes of ammunition were destroyed. UK funding provided in 2005 continued to be utilised throughout 2006 and 2007 to facilitate the destruction of over 38,000 SALW in Ukraine and the installation of an Explosive Waste Incinerator for destruction of SALW ammunition, again as part of a NATO project.
In 2006-7, in partnership with Sweden, we provided funding for the destruction of 12,000 weapons and 50 tons of associated ammunition in Kosovo. This project also included capacity-building with he KPS, training staff in safe and verifiable weapons destruction techniques. The UK is keen to focus its funding on destruction projects like this where local capacity building leaves a lasting impact in terms of skills and facilitate a continuation of destruction and better stockpile management, beyond the lifespan of UK support. 

In 2007-2008 we provided over £150,000 towards equipment (including vehicles and an explosive waste incinerator) to support a weapons and ammunition collection and destruction in Guinea-Bissau, led by a UK-based NGO training and working in conjunction with a local NGO. A wide variety of SALW and SALW ammunition has been destroyed with the help of UK-funded equipment, including 6 MANPADS. In s similar vein, we have provided funding towards equipment for an ammunition destruction project in Montenegro, working with the UK’s regional experts to enable us to fund this larger UNDP project which also covered heavy ammunition.

The above are amongst a number of projects which the UK has funded, and will continue to do so, to control and destroy small arms. We aim to ensure that, increasingly, future projects are carried out firmly in the context of broader security sector reform programmes.
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