ZIMBABWE REPORT

Chapter one

a.
National Point of Contact information


Contact Officer
-Assistant Commissioner Rodias CHIRINDA

Host Institution
-Ministry of Home Affairs/Zimbabwe Republic 




 

 Police


Postal Address
-C.I.D HQ P.O.BOX CY 683





 Causeway Harare





 Zimbabwe


Email


-ncb.harare@ZW.igcs.int




-rodiaschirinda@yahoo.com

Telephone

-263-4-724291





-263-4-700171 ext 3262


Mobile phone
-263-11 801 233


Fax


-263-4-799456

b.
Marking Practice

i.
Zimbabwe does not manufacture weapons, it is an importer.


Zimbabwe does not ask manufacturers to put a unique mark on all firearms exported


to Zimbabwe.


Zimbabwe does not remark firearms at point of entry into the country.


Zimbabwe uses the manufacturer’s serial number to register all 
firearms in the


country.


The manufacturer’s records are kept at the Central Firearms Registry 
where each


weapon has got a history file. Gun dealers are required to keep import records


including the manufacturer’s record as long 
as the firearm is active and the year of


import.


The army and police weapons which are state weapons, have additional 
departmental markings supplied by the respective quartermasters; the 
manufacturer’s serial number should not be 
obliterated. It should remain clear and 
easily readable.


The police are mandated to mark home made weapons upon registration.

ii.
Even on transfer of Government stocks to permanent civilian possession, 
Zimbabwe does not remark weapons, the manufacturer’s 
marking is sufficient for 
registration. 

iii.
Small arms and light weapons in possession of Government armed and security 
forces are remarked by the respective departments and the records are kept there, the 
police have access to the records when the need arises.

iv.
Zimbabwe has not recovered or found illicit small arms and light weapons in 
her territory, if found the due process of the law will come into effect and ultimately
the weapons will be destroyed.

v.
Zimbabwe does not remark or put a unique marking on firearms, parts and 


components. Zimbabwe uses the manufacturer’s markings.

c.
Record Keeping

i.
The manufacturer’s record and all other records including records of 
import and 
export are kept permanently at the Firearms Registry and 
the gun dealers as long as 
the weapon is in service.


When a weapon has become obsolete or destroyed the weapon history file is 
transferred to the National Archives for safe keeping.

ii.
Zimbabwe does not have companies outside which do business 
weapons.

d.
Co-operation in tracing


Zimbabwe will co-operate with any state on information relating to tracing though 
we have not received any requests. All provisions of the instrument will be abided


with.

e.
Tracing requests


Zimbabwe has and will always use the Interpol Weapons Electronic Tracing System 
when the tracing need arises.

f.
Responses to tracing requests


Zimbabwe will acknowledge on the receipt of the request and will comply with 
the Instrument though no request have been received or experienced.

g.
Implementation


The National Point of Contact is in place. Bilateral and regional co-operation exists


within the framework of the Southern African Police Chiefs Co-operation


organization (SARPCCO).

h.
International Criminal Police Organisation


Zimbabwe is a member of Interpol and enjoys full use of Interpol database and will


co-operate with all member states.

Chapter two


Reporting on the implementation of the Programme of     

        Action

a. National Coordination Agency
i) The national coordinating agency is responsible for coordinating and harmonizing small arms policies and activities in Zimbabwe.  This body oversees preventive measures in combating and eradicating the illicit trade in SALW in all aspects.


The agency is called the National Task Force on Firearms, Ammunition and other related materials.  This National Taskforce is the national contact point.


Basic Information


Zimbabwe National Taskforce on Firearms, Ammunition and other Related Materials.

Postal Address 
– CID HQ P.O.Box CY 683 Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe

Email


- ncb.harare@ZW.igcs.int

- rodiaschirinda@yahoo.com
Telephone

- 263-4-724291

- 263-4-700171 ext 3262

Mobile phone  
- 263-11 801 233

Fax

        - 263-4-799 456

Date of establishment 3 June 2003.

The agency is responsible for the implementation of all international and regional instruments on SALW. This agency is composed of members of different government departments i.e. Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Defence, President’s Office, National Parks and Wildlife, Immigration, Civil Aviation Authority of Zimbabwe, Customs Officers and Zimbabwe Shooting Federation.  All security ministries, which deal with SALW, are represented in this coordinating body.  The agency liaises with gun dealers, hunting and sporting clubs concerning the implementation of existing agreements/regulations relating to small arms.

Zimbabwe does not have manufacturing companies of SALW, so the agency mainly concentrates on controlling the trading and licencing of firearms and ammunition.

The National Taskforce on Firearms and Ammunition and Related materials has 13 members and these members are not permanent but are only representatives of the security ministries and civil society. There is no budget for the National Task Force per se, ministries use their own votes. The National Task Force meet quarterly.

b.
National Point of Contact



Contact Officer 
- Assistant Commissioner Rodias CHIRINDA

Host Institution 
- Ministry of Home Affairs/Zimbabwe Republic 

                                    Police


Postal Address  
- C.I.D HQ   P.O.BOX CY 683




     
  Causeway Harare




     
  Zimbabwe 

Email


- ncb.harare@ZW.igcs.int

- rodiaschirinda@yahoo.com
Telephone

- 263-4-724291

- 263-4-700171 ext 3262

Mobile phone  
- 263-11 801 233

Fax


- 263-4-799456

The National Point of Contact crafted the National Action Plan on Firearms, oversees the implementation and is sourcing for funds in conjunction with the civil society to roll out the action plan. This information was spread to other countries electronically by Internet.  The national point of contact also facilitates the exchange and dissemination of information nationally and internationally.  

The National Contact Points liaises with other SADC States on the implementation of the UNDPoA and the SADC Protocol on firearms, ammunition and other related materials.

c.
Legislation, regulation, administration procedures.


i) National Laws and Regulations
· Firearms Act Chapter 10:09

· Public Order and Security Act Chapter 11:17

· Customs & Excise Act Chapter 23:02

· Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Act Chapter 22:15 

· Parks and Wildlife Act Chapter 20:14

	NATIONAL LAWS REGULATIONS AND DECREES

	PRODUCT AREA
	LAW/REGULATION/DECREE
	DATE

	PRODUCTION
	No specific law since Zimbabwe does not produce SALW
	 -----------

	EXPORT
	Firearms Act 10:09 

Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Act Chapter 22:15, 

Customs & Excise Act Chapter 23:02

The Law stipulates that for anyone who want to export firearms must have a valid firearms licence.  The country where that company or individual want to export SALW must issue an import permit to the exporter.  The exporter must meet the requirements of the Reserve Bank. Further the exporter is required to satisfy all the requirements of the Customs where Bills of entry are completed. 
	Adopted 1956 but amended several times

Adopted 13/08/1999 

Adopted 1955 Amended several times

	IMPORT
	Firearms Act 10:09 

Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Act Chapter 22:15, 

Customs & Excise Act Chapter 23:02

The law states that for anyone whether a company or individuals who want to import SALW, must submit a written application to the controller of Firearms for assessment.  The application forms are completed.  An import permit is given after the Controller of Firearms is satisfied that there is a good reason for the issuance of an import permit.

Bills of entry are completed at the port of entry
	Adopted 1956 but amended several times

Adopted 13/08/1999 

Adopted 1955 Amended several times

	TRANSIT
	Firearms Act 10:09 

Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Act Chapter 22:15, 

Customs & Excise Act Chapter 23:02

The laws of Zimbabwe control and regulate the passage of SALW through Zimbabwe.  Companies or individuals who intend to use Zimbabwe as transit point must apply to the Controller of Firearms stating the quantity of Consignment, date of passage, name of transporting company.  A transit permit is then issued after provision of proof where the SALW were purchased.  The vehicle carrying the Arms is escorted by the Police from port of entry to port of exit and a copy of the temporarily permit is sent to Controller of Firearms by Customs officials confirming that the weapons have reached intended destination
	Adopted 1956 but amended several times

Adopted 13/08/1999 

Adopted 1955 Amended several times

	RETRANSFER
	Firearms Act 10:09

The transfer of firearms is guided by the Firearms Act. The individuals who wish to transfer should apply to the Controller giving details of the receiver. The receiver is vetted. If he qualifies he is issued a licence. Transfers outside the country are treated as exports.
	Adopted 1956 but amended several times




(ii) Zimbabwe does not manufacture SALW, therefore if anyone wants to manufacture weapons, special authority has to be obtained from the Minister of Home Affairs as authorized by the Firearms Act Chapter 10:09.  This Ministerial authority is granted after the person conforms with certain requirements and conditions relating to manufacture, marking, handling, storage and disposal of firearms.

All weapons imported to Zimbabwe have the manufacturer’s number and this is the one used as the mark on the firearm.  Information such as renewal, forfeiture to the state, loss through theft, misplacing or destructions by fire and subsequent recovery is updated on the gun card kept at Central Firearms Registry. 

(iii) All national laws, regulations and procedures are published in government gazette and sold at government printers, which is accessible to members of the public.  The Zimbabwe Republic Police and Zimbabwe National Army carry out some awareness campaigns, distribute pamphlets and flyers to the general public at Trade Fairs and Agricultural Shows.

d.
Law Enforcement/Criminalization

(i) 
(a)
Firearms Act 10:09



(b)
Presidential Amnesty of 2/2002

The Firearms Act 10:09 Section 4 provide penalty for possessing or purchasing firearms or ammunitions without firearms certificate.  The maximum sentence for keeping an unregistered firearm is 5 years or fine or both fine and sentence.  The Presidential Amnesty of 2/2002 invited all those who possessed SALW without Licences to surrender them to the police without being charged or questioned.  This amnesty led to the recovery of 38 weapons.

(ii) No groups have been identified so far but only individuals were arrested for possessing firearms without licences. These were brought before the Courts of Law being charged of breaching sections of the Firearms Act 10:09.  

(iii) United Nations Security Council measures on arms embargo are well covered by our Firearms Act as no organization or individuals can bring or transit firearms in Zimbabwe without a permit. 

e.
Stockpile management and security
(i) Stocks held by armed Forces, Police or other authorized bodies have their own inventories kept by the respective quartermaster and are subject to inspection on regular basis by the National Focal Point.

(ii) Stocks held by Police and army are reviewed monthly at station level and checked once annually at national level.

On other authorized bodies checks are done quarterly or whenever the Police is on enquiry.  Weapons are marked according to manufacturer’s serial numbers.

(iii) Zimbabwe does not have surplus stocks of SALW held by the armed forces, Police and other authorized bodies. 

f.      Collections and Disposal
(i)
This has not been experienced in Zimbabwe. 

(ii) Destruction will be means to dispose off the stocks if ever they surface.

(iii) National Armoury is there to safe guard such stocks when they surface. 

(iv) All SALW are destroyed, there are no exceptions

(v) Not experienced

g.
Export Control
(i) On exportation, the exporter must have a valid firearms licence.  The country where the SALW are exported should issue an import permit to the exporter. On importation, the end-user should submit an application for importing SALW to the Controller of Firearms, for assessment.  The application is accompanied by a set of fingerprints.  Authority to export from the exporting country should be supporting proof.

The exporter must produce supporting document stating the need for the firearm.  When all these requirements are exhausted the controller of firearms then issues an export permit.

(ii) The export and transit of SALW is governed by the Customs and Exercise Act Chapter 23:02 and the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Act 22:15.

The exporter must have a valid firearms licence plus an import permit issued by the country where the SALW are exported.  For transit, a transit permit is given after the company/individual who wants to use Zimbabwe as transit provides proof of where he/she purchased the firearms.  If the permit is granted it is only effective for 28days and it must be produced at the port of entry.  From the port of entry the whole consignment is escorted by Police to confirm that the weapons have passed Zimbabwe.  The quantity of Consignment, full particulars of exporter and transporter are noted.

(iii) End-User Certificates

The end-user has to produce some documents on the need to have the SALW.  Full particulars of the user are noted i.e. full names, physical address, quantity of consignment, transporting company.

These are to be produced before a transit permit is issued.

We do not monitor what happens beyond our borders.  However, we presume that the SALW reach their destination once they are outside our borders.

(iv) Zimbabwe notifies the exporting state since we facilitate the movement and passage of SALW to other states.

h.
Brokering
Section 15 The Firearms Act 10:09 deals with firearm brokers.  To be a broker one should have no criminal record, have good reason to be in that business of brokering.  The person must be of good mental health.  Automatic rifles are not permitted to be possessed by members of the public or broker as outlined by the Firearms Act 10:09.

i.
Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR)

(i) Disarmament and demobilization was done soon after we attained our independence in 1980.


The Presidential Amnesty of 1986 and 2002 invited all the people who held unregistered weapons to voluntarily surrender them to the police without being questioned or charged.

(ii) Since 1980 Zimbabwe has never experienced an armed conflict and there are no children who are affected.  There is no reunification with family members as Zimbabwe is at peace.

(iii) Zimbabwe has not supported any disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes throughout the world. We still need assistance to clear out landmines along our borders. 

j.
Awareness-raising
(i) The security forces normally exhibit yearly at Agricultural shows and – International trade fair.  At these shows informative pamphlets are distributed and lectures are conducted where people can ask whatever questions they would want to ask.  The public is also conscientised through the print and electronic media.
(ii) For the reduction of the proliferation of SALW, the government through its department of police has adopted the Whistle Blower Policy where informers make anonymous calls to the police. 
Suggestion boxes are scattered all over the country where informers just write information and drop the suggestion in the suggestion boxes.  Identity of the informer will not be revealed.
 k.   
REGIONAL LEVEL

Legally Binding Instruments
(i) We are a signatory to the SADC protocol (14/08/01), Bamako declaration (1/12/00).  Lastly Zimbabwe is also participating in the UN Programme of Action (UN POA)

(ii) The SADC protocol was ratified on 26 June 2004 and it’s being implemented, it includes exchanging information on prohibited weapons, circulation of suspected groups/individuals trading in SALW.

l.
Moratoria and Regional action Programmes

We have not been involved in these programmes since Zimbabwe does not manufacture weapons.

m.
Regional Cooperation

(i) Simultaneous and bi-lateral operations with neighbouring countries are held periodically.  Relevant security organizations participate in these operations.

(ii) Zimbabwe participates fully in regional operations and meetings.  Joint Operation Committees with other countries were formed and meet quarterly to discuss appropriate steps and combative measures.

n.
GLOBAL LEVEL

o.
International Instruments against Terrorism and Crime


(i)
(a)
Tokyo Convention



(b)
Montre Protocol



(c)
Chicago Convention



(d)
Signatory to CITES

p.
International Cooperation and Assistance
(i) Zimbabwe is participating in United Nations Peace keeping duties in Africa and abroad.

(ii) Assistance rendered to us was in conducting the meeting on drafting the UN draft on implementation of the UN Programme of Action to prevent Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its Aspects.  We would greatly appreciate assistance in the form of computerization of the Central Firearm Registry presently it is manually done.

Training of personnel in records management is also a necessity.  All our ports of entry need to be computerized and have proper X-ray machines and scanners to detect hidden weapons.

(iii) Harmonisation of legal laws is under consideration but currently we work extradition treaties signed with other countries.

(iv) We are ready to assist in any way to combat illicit trade in SALW linked to drugs and terrorism.  A group of 70 mercenaries was intercepted at the Harare International Airport en-route to Equatorial Guinea and different assortments of arms of war were recovered.

(v) As a member of Interpol we are willing to assist on request.

(vi) Zimbabwe is connected to the Interpol’s International weapons and Explosives Tracking System Database.  We can check in the database if the need arise.

(vii) We are ready to cooperate whenever embargoes are notified.

(viii) Zimbabwe has fully participated in regional initiatives and civil society conferences.  These meetings lead to regional simultaneous operations held after every three months.

 q.   Cooperation with Civil Society and NGOs

The Civil Society and NGOs are being considered for membership in National Taskforce Agency representatives.   NGOs work with government on rehabilitation of Criminals and those criminals of SALW are no exception.

r.
Information Exchange
(i) Zimbabwe attended a SARPCCO meeting on 3-4 April 2003 sponsored by Institute of Security Studies (ISS).  The Police on approval by the Controller mark all SALW, which need additional markings beside that of the manufacturer.

(ii) 38 SALW confiscated under the Presidential Amnesty are to be destroyed.  The information was circulated to SARPCCO countries.

s.
Training Capacity Building Research
(i) It’s under consideration.  It has been hampered all along due to lack of training materials and funding.

(ii) Nil

(iii) Nil
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