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On behalf of Jos6 Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American

States, I would like to thank the Office for Disarmament Affairs for inviting the OAS to

participate in the Fourth Bienniai Meeting of States to Consider the Itnplerrentation of

the programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Erradicate the Illicit Trade in Small

Arms unO t-igL,t Weapons in All Its Aspects. We welcome the opportunitl'to share u'ith

disti'guished delegates a summary of the efforts taken bv the OAS since 2008 to

implement the Programme of Action.

The OAS has a long history of addressing illicit weapons trafficking in the Westeru

Hemisphere. While the OAS General Secretariat places greatest effort on promoting

implementation of its own firearms instrument--the Inter-American Convention against

the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and

Related Materials (CIFTA)--iI is widely recognized that the CIFTA and the Programme

of Action share many similarities and that the OAS and the LIN are united in their

mission to eradicate illicit arms trafficking at the national. regional and international

levels. With a view to strengthening cooperation and dialogue on this issue the OAS is

pieased to help promote implementation of the Programme of Action. as well as other

relevaut regionai and international instruments'

Model legislation

One of the key similarities between the Programme of Action and CIFTA is the focus on

ensuring that adequate laws, regulations and other legislative lneasures are in place to

combat illicit firearms manufacturing and trafficking.

As a legally bilding instrument, CIFTA sets forth a series of provisions that. upon

ratification, States Parties must include in their national firearms laws and reguiations.

CIFTA has been signed by all 34 OAS Member States and ratif-red bt' 30 of thern. To

assist states with these legislative requirements, many of which al'e rleasures similar to

those outlined in the Programme of Action, States Parties have adopted various nlodei

legisiations over the past 10 years on such issues as broker regulatious, marking and



tracing, strengthening controls at exporl points. establishing criminal offenses, and most

recently, confiscation and forfeiture of itiegat firearms, which was ir'rst adopted at the

oAs General Assembl), Iast week. All of these are public documents that are available

for reference or use b1, an1, government interested in strengthening theiL legal regimes'

Three additional modei legisiations will be considered over the next two vears: on record-

keeping, confidentiality, and exchange of information; on securitY measures; and on

controlled deliverY.

In addition, through a project to be funded later this year by the Government of Spain, the

OAS General Secretariat will offer specific legislative assistance to 9 cottntries of South

America, namell, Argentina, Bolivia, Colornbia, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay" Peru'

Uruguay and Ven ezvela. to prevent and reduce armed violence and strengthen public

,..uiity b-v helping to ensure ihut their respective national legisiations establish effective

criminal offenses for illicit arms manufacturing and trafficking'

Marking

Like the programme of Action and the International Instrument to Enable States to

Identify and Trace. in a Timely and Reliabie Manner. Illicit Small Arms and Light

Weapons, CIFTA also assigns significant importance to the need for states to mark

firearms at the point of manufacture and/or impon.

In this vein, the OAS General Secretariat has initiated a project to strengthen the nationa,

capacity of 30 governments of the region to mark imported or confiscated firearms. as

*.ll ur those at the point of manufacture, Ensuring that firearms are appropriately marked

is cruciai to combating illicit arms trafficking. since marked arms are easier to trace and

can therefore be more effectively' linked to the crimes in which they were used.

With the filancial support of the Government of the United States. this project is

providing at least one state-of-the-art dot peen-t)'pe marking macirine. along with the

training required for their effective use. to 30 potential beneficiarv countries throughout

the region. To date, I l  countries have indicated their interest in participating in the
project. including Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina. The Bahamas. Barbados, Belize,
Bolivia, Chiie, Costa Rica. Dominica, Ecuador. Guatemala, Gu1'ana. Peru. St. Kitts and

Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguat'. Other member

states interested in participating are kindll' requested to notifl' the General Secretariat
before June 30.

Through the framework of this project, the OAS General Secretariat is also preparing a
comprehensive study' to identifl, and anah'ze national firearms marking legislation in
Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as to identifl, current marking processes and
practices in the region. It is expected that this studv u,ill be completed and published later
this year.



Stockpile Management and f)estruction

In l ine with Articles 18. 1 g.20 and 21 0f the Programlne of Action regarding stookpile

management ard destruction measures, the oAS has also recentl;' launched a pl'ogram

funded through the Merida lnitiative to strengthen the capacitl' o1' Central American

countries to manage their stockpiles and destroy obsolete or surplus firearms and

ammunition.

Specifically this proiect is assisting Guatemaia and Nicaragua in the destruction of

obsolete arms and ammunition in order to prevent large-scale accidents in urball areas

where storage facilities are located, as well as to prevent the loss or diversion of arms for

illicit purposes. In the past three months the proiect has contributed to the destructior-r of

over 150 tons of ammunition of different calibers frorn various sites throughout

Guatemala, including 1400 white phosphorus projectiles and more than 6000 white

phosphorus grenades. the presence of which posed a maior risk due to their location in

tn. ui.inity of residential neighborhoods in the capital city. Destruction activities are

cu*entl1, addressing ammunition stored at the headquarters of the Guatemalan Air Force.

including 500 ZSO-t<itogram bombs, as well as 2,000 tons of obsolete ammunition-

ranging from 14.5 to 1 52 millimeters, in four different facilities throughout Nicaragua.

An g-week lolg intensive training course will also be offered to technical experts fiom

Beiize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Panama on proper

destruction techniques of arms and ammunition, completion of which will enable them to

conduct aldior supervise the destruction of either individual or bulk explosive ordnance

and explosive devices.

Strengthening Border Controls

In keepilg with the Programme of Action's goals of establishing trans-border customs

coopeiation and networks, the OAS General Secretariat. together with the Goverrunents

of Canada and the Ulited States, organlzed a 3-day seminar in March 2009 to encourage

the exchange of information among law-enforcement authorities and custotns officials

regarding bist practices at national customs facilities and borders, with a vieu'to better

address and combat the illicit trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives. attd other

related materials across borders. With funding from the Government of Canada. the OAS

General Secretariat wiil be organizing several other seminars during 2010-201 1 to

strelgthen border controls throughout the Hernispirere. with a t,ieu' to eliminating the

trafficking of firearms. drugs and people.

Cooperation

Of course the OAS plays only a small role in wirat must be a combined effort of many

countries and multilateral institutions to address the issue of arms trafficking in the

Hemisphere. Over the years, the OAS has developed solid partnersirips u'ith other

irrternational and regional organrzations, sucir as the Regionai Center of the United

Nations for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America aud the Caribbean.



w h e r e w e h a v e j o i n t l l d e r , e l o p e d c a p a c i t l ' - b u i l d i n g i n i t i a t i v e s f o r l a w e n f o r c e n r e n t
agencies; p.orrd.d regal anail,sis and drafting se^,ices; and assisted countries of the

hlmisphere with thei*to"kpil. management and destruction needs'

The OAS has also collaborated with the U\'s Coordinating Action on Small Arms

Meshanism (GASA) in the development of the standardized set of international norms to

control small arms, as well as with the LIN Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna to

support regional implementation of their Firearms Protocol. on a subregional level the

OAS has been working more recently with the small arms dii'ision of the Central

American Integration System (SICA-CASAC) to identify areas of mutual interest, as well

as with the securitl, 6.unch of CARICOM (IMPACS) on capacitl' building initiatives for

law enforcement officers in the Caribbean'

The OAS also places signif icant emphasis on collaborating with civi l societl '  and private

industry for the exchange of reievant information and experiences and has been working

with FLACSO, Viva Rio. Asociacion de Polit icas Publicas, Fundacion Arias, IANSA and

Project Ploughshares, among others.

Conclusions

Mr. Chair, the OAS is particularly pleased to see the strong leadership role assumed b1'

Mexico in combating illicit arms trafficking. The Government of Mexico is not onll'

chairing this highll,regarded meeting, but has also been eiected Secretarl' Pro-Tempore

of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA for the period 2010-201 I . \L'e are confident that

under Mexico's guidance and direction, the OAS member states w ill continue to

strengthen their efforts to combat the illicit manufacture and movement of firearms,

ammunition, and explosives throughout the region and strive for greater implementation

of both CIFTA and the Lhl Programme of Action.

For its part, the OAS General Secretariat looks forward to continued collaboration with

the various agencies of the United Nations. as well as with other international and

regional organrzations and civil society'. to support apphcation of all relevant and

applicable instruments and together work tou'ards elimination of firearms trafficking

throughout the world.

For additional information regarding CIFTA, please contact:
Alison August Treppel
Section Chief, Transnational Organized Crime
Department of Public Securitl'
Q02\  45 8-3483
atreppel@oas.org



PEACE, SECURITY AND COOPERATION

TRANSPARIiNCY IN CONVENTIONAL WtrAPONS ACQT]ISITIONS

Declaration of Lima, June 6-8' 2010

The Member States of the Orgamzation of American States (OAS). gathered in Lima.

peru on the occasion of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly. adopted the

Declaration of Lirna. thus strengthening their commitment with peace. securitl' and

cooperation as the sole mechanisms to confront traditional and ne\v tirreats that aff'ect the

regiol. The Declaration emphasizes the obligation of the member States to streugthen

inter-American cooperation for integral development, the importance of continuing to

promote in the Hemisphere an environment propitious to the control of weapons: tire

bu.r.o.ning of situations of tension and the solving of crises; and other aspects related to

peace, security and cooperation.

The Member States reaffirmed their commitment to promote transpareucf in arms

acquisitions in keeping with pertinent United Nations and OAS resolutions on the matter;

and to invite those states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying the

lnter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.

Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

'fire 
Dominican Republic deposited its instrument of ratification for the Inter-American

Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in 2009. bringing

the total number of ratifications to thirteen. The Convention entered into force on

November 21,2002 with twenty signatory States of the thirtl,-three Member States of the

OAS, signaling theiL commitment to contribute more full1, to openness and transparellc)'

by exchanging inforrnation on weapon systems covered by both the Convention. of which

the OAS is depository, and the LIN Register of Conventional Arms.

The lJnited Nations recommendation to member states to repofi on tl-reir acquisitions to
the LIN Register of Conventional Arms, according to a list of seven categories of
conventional weapons, has now become a legally binding commitment in the

Hernisphere. The OAS General Secretariat, tlrough its Secretariat for Multidimeusioual

Security. distributes these reports for the purpose of promoting confidence amoltg States

in the Americas, and is actively pursuing consultations with the LIN Secretariat on the

functioning and application of mechanisms for the presentation of repofis for
implementation of the Convention, since many of these countries submit their reports to
tire tIN as well.

For additional information on the Convention on Transparency, please contact:
Gala Redington
Seniol Advisor for Multidirnensional Securitl'
(202)4s8-3450
gredington[4)oas,org


