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Mr.  Cha i rman,  I  am . lu l  i anne  Versne l  and  I  rep resen t  the
second  Amendment .  Founda t ion  o f  the  un i ted  s t .a tes .  we
c o n s i d e r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  f  i r e a r m ' s  o w n e r s  t . o  b e  o f  p r i m a r y  a n d
f u n d a m e n t a l  l m p o r t a n c e ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  n a t u r a l -  r i g h t .  T h i s  i s
w h a t  o u r  s t a t e m e n t  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d .  T o d a y ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,
r  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b r i e f l y  s p e a k  t o  t h i s  r i g h t  a s  a  w o m a n .

Much  o f  the  po l i cy  d iscuss ion  su r round ing  the  Programme
o f  A c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s o  c a l l e d  " g e n d e r  i s s u e s . ' ,
T h e s e  g e n d e r  i s s u e s  a r e  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g
women as v ic t  ims .  No one woul-d deny that  women are the
v i c t i m s  o f  m u c h  o f  t h e  u n t o w a r d  v i o l e n c e  i n  t . o d a y ' s  w o r l d .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  d s  a  w o m a n  I  p a r t i c u l - a r l y  i d e n t i f y  a n d
e m p a t h r z e  w i t h  w o m e n  a s  v i c t i m s .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h i s
meet ing  and  the  Programme o f  Ac t ion ,  the  ques t ion  becomes
h o w  t o  b e s t  p r o t e c t  w o m e n  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  v i c t i m s .  L e t  m e
of fe r  wha t  m igh t  be  a  s t range  sound ing  answer  to  many  o f
y o u .

You do not  protect  women by d isarming them or  those who
w o u l d  p r o t e c t  t h e m .

The  agen ts  o f  a  sLa te ,  be  t ,hey
o t h e r ,  c a n  n o t  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n  a s  t h e
w o m e n  i n  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d .  I n d e e d ,  i t
t hose  ve ry  p ro t .ec to rs  a re ,  t .oo  many
o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n .

p o l i c e ,  f f i i l i t a r y  o r
s o l e  p r o t e c t o r s  o f

i s  a  t e r r i b l e  f a c t ,  t h a t
t i m e s ,  t . h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s

I t  i s  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h i s  s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t
t o  a d e q u a t e l y  d i s c u s s  t h i s  p o i n t .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  m a y  s e e m  a
d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  b u t .  f u t u r e  P O A  p o l i c i e s  o r  p r o j e c t s
which have the ef fect  o f  tak ing t ,he means away f rom women to
d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  r a p e ,  m u r d e r ,  m u t i l a t i o n  o r  s e x u a l
e n s l a v e m e n t ,  s h o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  r  b e g a n  b y  m e n t i o n i n g  r i g h t s .  r n  L }  B
the  I JN adop ted  the  Un ive rsa l  Dec la ra t ion  o f  Human R igh ts .
A r L i c I e  3  s t a t e s  t h a t .  e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e l
l  i b e r t y  a n d  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  p e r s o n .  r t  i s  m y  v i e w  t , h a t
inheren t  i n  the  secur i t y  o f  pe rson  i s  the  fundamenta l  r i gh t .
o f  every  woman to  p ro tec t  he rse l f .  When phrased  th i s  wa t
M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  t o  d e f e n s e  o f  s e l f  d o e s  n o t
s o u n d  s o  s t r a n g e .

As the Programme of  Act ,  ion i  s  evaluated and.  impl-ement ,ed.
1 e t  u s  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t .


