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Sta tement  by  H.E.  Mr .  Care :n  NAZARIAN Ambassador ,

pe rmanen t  Rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t he  Repub l i c  o f  A rmen ia  t o  t he  Un i t ed  Na t i ons

M r .  Cha i rman ,

A l l ow  me  to  ex tend  t o  you  ou r  cong ra tu la t i ons  on  you r  assump t i on  o f  t h i s

very  impor tan t  pos t  and tc l  a lso  congra tu la te  the  o ther  members  o f  the

Bureau  on  t he i r  e l ec t i on .  I  can  assu re  you  t ha t  you  have  my  De lega t i on ' s

fu l l  suppo r t  and  coope ra t i on  f o r  t he  success  o f  t h i s  mee t i ng .

Armen ia  a t taches  grea t  impor tance to  the  prob lem o f  p ro l i fe ra t ion  and

misuse  o f  sma l l  a rms  and  l i gh t  weapons  and  ac t i ve l y  suppo r t s  t he  e f f o r t s

o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t i ons  and  o the r  i n te rna t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons  a imed  a t

s topp ing  t he  sp read  o f  SALW and ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r ,  t he  s t reng then ing  o f  t he

ex i s t i ng  d i sa rmamen t  i ns t rumen ts  as  we l l  as  i n te rna t i ona l  ve r i f i ca t i on

m e c h a n  i s  m s .

M r .  Cha i rman ,

As i t  i s  commonly  recogn ized now,  the  SALW prob lem is  no t  mere ly  an

a r m s  c o n t r o l  a n d  d i s a r m a m e n t  i s s u e .  l t  i s  a  m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l  t h r e a t .

The pro l i fe ra t ion  and misuse o f  SALW exacerbates  v io lence,  p ro longs

con f l i c t s ,  unde rm ines  t he  i n te rna l  secu r i t y  o f  S ta tes ,  i nc reases  t he

ac t i v i t i es  o f  t r ansna t i ona l  o rgan i zed  c r ime ,  P romo tes  t e r ro r i sm  and

in te r f e res  w i t h  peace  bu i l d i ng .



I t  a lso af fects a l l  levels of  s 'cc ietY,

grea t  degree o f  human su f fe r ing ,

l ink between the sPread of  SALW

co n f  l i c ts .

economical ly  and soc ia l ly ,  caus ing a

as is  v iv id ly  demonstrated by the d i rect

and  the  invo lvement  o f  ch i ld ren  in  a rmed

lwould l ike to  note,  however ,  that  whi le  SALW play a s ign i f icant  ro le  in

exace rbat ing conf  l ic ts ,  the roots  o f  those conf  l ic ts  l ie  in  po l i t ica l ,

economic ,  e thn ic  and  cu l tu ra l  d i f fe rences  and  d ispar i t i es .  These  a re  o f ten

aggravated by governance-re la ted def ic ienc ies,  lack of  or  weak

democra t i c  ins t i tu t ions ,  f l on -observance  and  d is respec t  fo r  human r igh ts

and fundamenta l  f reedoms; ,  as wel l  as d isregard of  the r ight  o f  peoples to

se l f -determinat ion.  We should be aware of  the fact  that  the complex

nature of  conf l ic ts  requi re : ;  a  comprehensive approach and that  the

problem of  SALW is  on ly  ar r  e lement  o f  a  conf l ic t .

Because the SALW problem is  so mul t i faceted,  w€ must  have a

comprehensive approach to  e f fect ive ly  address i t .  Armenia be l ieves that

the  p rob lem mus t  be  tack led  in  para l le l  on  a l l  f ron ts ,  namely  na t iona l ,

reg iona l  and  in te rna t iona l .

On the  na t iona l  l eve l ,  the  ( lovernment  o f  A rmen ia  has  es tab l i shed  s t r i c t

cont ro l  over  the smal l  arm's  and l ight  weapons in  i ts  ter r i tory  and regular ly

prov ides updated in format ion to  the UN Regis t ry  on Convent ional  Arms.

Armenia  a lso  advocates  the  need fo r  p romot ing  reg iona l  coopera t ion  in  the

f i e l d  o f  SALW,  wh i ch  we  be l i eve  i s  a  v i t a l  e l emen t  i n  ach iev ing  sus ta inab le

resu l t s  and  respec t i ng  ou r  ob l i ga t i ons .  A rmen ia  has  l aunched  e f f ec t i ve

coopera t ion  w i th  i t s  in te rna t iona l  par tners  in  p revent ing  i l l i c i t  t ra f f i ck ing  o f

SALW in  accordance w i th  l \ rmen ia 's  leg is la t ion  in -e f fec t  regard ing  arms

con t ro l .

I n  pa r t i cu la r ,  A rmen ia  has  been  wo rk ing  c l ose l y  w i t h  t he  OSCE in  t h i s  f i e l d .

Acco rd ing  t o  t he  OSCE Documen t  t he  o rgan i za t i on ' s  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  s ta tes ,

i nc l ud ing  A rmen ia ,  sha re ,  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t he i r  na t i ona l  l aws  and

th rough  es tab l i shed  channe l s  such  as  INTERPOL,  po l i ce  f o r ces  o r  and

cus toms agenc ies ,  in fo rmat ion  in  the  many areas  re la ted  to  the  i l l i c i t

t ra f f i ck ing  in  smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons.



This  type  o f  exchange o f  in to rmat ion  can be  car r ied  ou t  w i th in  sub-

reg iona l  f rameworks  as  we l l .  Such in i t ia t i ve  may work  in  para l le l  w i th  the

conf l i c t  reso lu t ion  e f fo r ts  i r t  reg ions  l i ke  ours  by  prevent ing  fu r ther  a rms

race  and  se rv i ng  as  a  s i gn i f i can t  con f i dence -bu i l d i ng  measu re .

Mr.  Chai rman,
Armenia remains commit ted to ef fect ive and fu l l  implementat ion of  the

SALW program of Action. T'he adoption of the Program of Action in 200.|

was an impor tan t  mi les tone.  l t  re f lec ts  the  shared unders tand ing  o f  the

common respons ib i l i t y  to  s top  the  pro l i fe ra t ion  o f  SALW tha t  has  become

fue l i ng  agen t  i n  many  con f l l i c t s  t h roughou t  t he  wo r l d .

The  poA  i s  an  i nd i spensab le  gu ide  f o r  comprehens i ve  e f f o r t s  t o  add ress

the  SALW prob lem.  In  par t i cu la r ,  we be l ieve  tha t  the  PoA can serve  as  an

ef fec t i ve  suppor t  mechan ism fo r  na t iona l  demi l i ta r i za t ion  e f fo r ts  in  the

reg ion  and improvement  o1 [  the  na t iona l  and in te rna t iona l  p rocesses  o f

weapons reg is t ra t ion  mana.gement .  l t  can  have i t s  unden iab ly  pos i t i ve

ro le  i n  r educ ing  reg iona l  t f r r ea t s  and  i ns tab i l i t y .

In  the  contex t  o f  the  PoA i rnp lementa t ion ,  we wou ld  l i ke  to  no te  the

impor tance o f  conso l ida t ing  our  na t iona l  and co l lec t i ve  e f fo r ts  and the

need  to  have  mechan i sms  to  mon i t o r  p rog ress  and  sha re  l essons  l ea rned

and bes t  p rac t ices .  We a lso  wou ld  l i ke  to  acknowledge the  impor tan t

con t r i bu t i ons  made  by  t he  c i v i l  soc ie t y  t owards  t he  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he

poA,  and encourage coopera t ion  w i th  and broader  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  the

c i v i l  soc ie t y  i n  t h i s  p rocess .

M  r .  Cha i rman ,

L ike  many o ther  de legat ions ,  we have grea t  expec ta t ions  f rom th is

mee t i ng .  We  hope  tha t  t he  sp i r i t  o f  coope ra t i on  and  read iness  t o  f i gh t  t h i s

scou rge  w i l l  p reva i l  and  w i l l  b r i ng  us  new  resu l t s .

We  rema in  f u l l y  commi t t ec l  t o  ou r  i n te rna t i ona l  ob l i ga t i ons  on  a rms  con t ro l

and  d i sa rmamen t  and  be l i eve  i n  v i ab i l i t y  and  e f f i c i ency  o f  t he  Un i t ed

N a t i o n s  i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  e n h a n c i n g  t r u s t ,  b u i l d i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d

p romo t i ng  reg iona l  d i a l ogue  and  coope ra t i on .  Such  an  app roach  becomes

even more appropr ia te  wi th  the perspect ive of  the 2012 Review

Confe rence .

Than k  you


