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Mr .  Cha i rman ,

My de legat ion assoc ia tes  i tse l f  w i th  the s ta tement  made ear l ie r  by  the de legat ion o f  s t  v incent

and  the  Grenad ines  on  beha l f  o f  t he  Car ibbean  Commun i t y  (CARICOM) .  l  wou ld  l i ke  to  use  th i s

oppor tun i ty  to  make supplementary  comments  f rom a nat iona l  perspect ive '

Mr .  Cha i rman ,

The programme of  Act ion (poA)  prov ides a  v iab le  foundat ion f rom which the in ternat iona l

communi ty  can bu i ld  a  so l id  p la t form to  co l lec t ive ly  conf ront  the scourge o f  the i l l i c i t  t rade in

smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons.  ln ternat iona l  cooperat ion and ass is tance is  c ruc ia l  and in  many

ins tances complements  nat iona l  e f for ts  to  tack le  th is  prob lem.

I t  i s  in  th is  context  that  we welcome the ongoing in i t ia t ives a t  the in ternat iona l ,  reg iona l  and

sub-reg iona l  leve ls  to  bo ls ter  cooperat ion and ass is tance to  address the t ra f f ick ing in  i l lega l

weapons.  Jamaica has benef i t ted s ince 2001 f rom cooperat ion wi th  our  deve loped count ry

par tners  as  wel l  as  Uni ted Nat ions and hemispher ic  ins t i tu t ions which have ass is ted us in  the

implementat ion of  the pOA. Only recent ly Jamaica hosted a two day awareness regional

workshop on internat ional  standards on f i rearms destruct ion and stockpi le management

organized in col laborat ion with the United Nat ions Development Programme. The Workshop

was an inva luab le  source o f  in format ion shar ing,  in format ion exchange and methodology,  for

po l icy  makers  and pract i t ioners  a l ike .

S ign i f icant  ass is tance has a lso come f rom the UN Regiona l  Cent re  for  Peace and Disarmament

in  Lat in  Amer ica and the Car ibbean -  UNLiREC.  Mr .  Chai rman,  these reg iona l  Centers  have a

impor tant  ro le  to  p lay  in  he lp ing to  ident i fy  and respond to  spec i f ic  ass is tance needs o f  the

count r ies  and to  fos ter  reg iona l  cooperat ion.

We take this opportuni ty to cal l  for  the further strengthening of these regional of f ices,

espec ia l ly  UNLiREC.  Jamaica a lso jo ins  i ts  CARICOM par tners  in  re i tera t ing our  ca l ls  for  the

reopening o f  the Uni ted Nat ions Of f ice  for  Drugs and Cr ime (UNDOC) in  Barbados.  l t  i s  i ron ic

and unfor tunate  that  the UNDOC is  not  present  in  an area recognized as hav ing the h ighest

inc idence o f  gun- re la ted v io lence in  the wor ld .



Mr .  Cha i rman ,

The drugs and guns nexus must  be tack led f rom a i l  f ronts  and we see the reopening o f

th is  o f f ice  as  pray ing a  cruc iar  rore  in  that  regard.  such a  move wi l t  a lso  send a  pos i t ive  s igna l  to

the in ternat ionar  communi ty ,  re f rec t ing our  f i rms reso lve to  conf ront  and e l iminate  the i l l i c i t

t r ade  i n  sma , '  a rms  and  r i gh t  weapons  and ,  b reak ing the  ne fa r i ous  l i nk  be tween  d rugs  and  i l l i c i t

guns.  At  th is  very  cr i t i car  juncture ,  par t icurar ry  for  my count ry ,  we hope our  appeals  do not

cont inue. to  fa t l  on deaf  ears

As  s t .  V incen t  and  the  Grenad ines  po in ted  ou t  ea r l i e r ,  t he  reg ion  has  a l so  bene f i t t ed  f rom

cooperat ion f rom the organ izat ion o f  Amer ican s ta tes  under  the In ter -Amer ican convent ion

agains t  the i i l i c i t  Manufactur ing o f  and r ra f f ick ing in  F i rearms,  Ammuni t ion '  Exp los ives and o ther

Retated Mater iars  (c rFTA)  and the rggT Model  Regula t ions for  the cont ro l  o f  the ln ternat iona l

Movement  o f  F i rearms,  the i r  par ts  and components  and Ammuni t ion (Model  Regula t ions)  o f  the oAS'

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,

As  pa r t  o f  ou r  na t i ona r  poA  impremen ta t i on  p ran ,  t he  Governmen t  i s  commi t ted  to  add ress ing

in  a  sus ta ined  manner  the  roo t  causes  tha t  l ead  to  the  demand  fo r ,  and  i nd i sc r im ina te  use  o f

i l l ega r  a rms .  soc ia l  i n te rven t i on  p rog rammes  a re  be ing  deve loped  and  imp lemen ted  i n  va r ious

commun i t i es  i n  t he  i s rand ,  one  such  p rog ramme tha t  i s  be ing  deve loped  by  the  M in i s t r y  o f

Na t iona l  secu r i t y  i s  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  an  i n te r -depar tmen ta l  c r ime  Preven t i on  and

communi ty  safe ty  s t ra tegy.  Th is  new s t ra tegy wi l l  have a  spec i f ic  focus on youth '  par t icu lar ly

mares ,  t he  ma in  pe rpe t ra to rs  and  v i c t ims  o f  v io rence ,  i nc lud ing  gun - re la ted  v io lence '  l t  w i l l

i nc lude  a  range  o f  i n te rven t i ons  to  add ress  spec i f i c  r i sk  fac to rs .  The  a im  i s  t o  reduce  the  poo l  o f

ava i l ab le  you th ,  who  a re  vu lne rab le  and  suscep t i b le  to  the  pe rce i ved  l u re  o f  t he  gun '

l n te rna t i ona l  coopera t i on  and  ass i s tance  w i t l  be  requ i red  i n  t h i s  and  o the r  a reas  o f  p reven t i on

and in tervent ion.

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,

wh i l e  i n te rna t i ona l  coopera t i on  and  ass i s tance  i s  c r i t i ca l  and  can  even  be  cons ide red  as  a  co re

ing red ien t  i n  t he  e f fo r t s  t o  comba t  t he  i l l i c i t  t r ade  i n  sma l l  a rms  and  l i gh t  weapons ,  i n  ou r  v iew

the prob lem wi l l  no t  be e f fec t ive ly  conf ronted wi thout  more concer ted act ions by suppl ie r

coun t r i es  to  s tem the  ou t f l ow  o f  i l l i c i t  weapons  f rom the i r  sho res '  Jama ica  i s  no t  a

manu fac tu re r  o f  weapons  and  ye t  we  a re  awash  w i th  sma l l  a rms  because  o f  ou r  po rous

borde rs .  wh i l e  we  fu l l y  respec t  t he  domes t i c  l aws  o f  each  coun t r y ,  we  ca l l  on  manu fac tu r i ng

s ta tes  and  supp l i e r  s ta tes  to  deve lop  and  imp lemen t  more  s t r i ngen t  measures  and  mechan isms

to s top the i l l i c i t  f low of  these weapons '



Mr .  Cha i rman ,

As I  have a l luded to  ear l ie r ,  in ternat iona l  cooperat ion has increased s ince 2001 '  l t  has not '

however ,  been a t  the leve ls  requ i red to  adequate ly  address,  conta in  or  e l iminate  the i l l i c i t  t rade

in  these weapons.  Much more needs to  be done and as qu ick ly  as  poss ib le .  To be e f fec t ive ,

ef forts must be mult i faceted and sustained over a protracted per iod'

Jamaica be l ieves that  severa l  o f  the areas o f  urgent  needs and pr ior i t ies  emanat ing f rom BMS3

are jus t  as  re levant  a t  th is  BMs4 meet ing.  we therefore  th ink  i t  necessary  that  these areas be

ref lected in the outcome document of  BMS4, for the sake of consistency and more important ly '

so  that  greater  a t tent ion can be pa id  to  these areas.  Th is  w i l l  he lp  to  ensure max imum re turns

for  s ta tes  wish ing to  take advantage o f  the ava i lab le  exper t ise  emanat ing f rom the

in ternat iona l  ca l l  to  implement  the PoA.  one area that  mer i ts  spec ia l  a t tent ion,  in  our

est imat ion,  is  that  o f  the impor tance o f  improv ing the ident i f i ca t ion and communicat ion o f

needs and ava i lab le  resources and s t rengthen ing the match ing o f  needs and resources '

,
Mr .  Cha i rman ,

A nuc lear  catas t rophe is  nowhere more eminent  than the over  200,000 l ives  that  are

los t  or  the es t imated 1 .5  mi l l ion  casual t ies  occur r ing annual ly  g loba l ly ,  as  a  resu l t  o f  the g loba l

t rade  i n  sma l l  a rms  and  l i gh t  weapons .  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  t hese  f i gu res  do  no t  i nc lude  dea ths  o r

casual t ies  occur r ing in  areas o f  conf l ic ts .  Let  us  reso lve therefore ,  a t  th is  meet ing -  BM54,  to

spare no efforts to create an effect ive plat form to hal t  the i l l ic i t  t raf f ic in smal l  arms and l ight

weapons .

I  t hank  you .


