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Mr Chairman

At the outset, I congratulate you on you r assumption of the chair of the 4'" Biennial Meeting of States to the Program me of Action to

prevent ,  combat  and eradicate the i l l ic i t  t rade in  smal l  arms and l iSht  weapons in  a l l  i ts  aspects.

Mr Chairman

l n  2005,  Papua New Guinea prov ided to  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  i t s  Nat iona l  Repor t  on  ac t ions  taken in  imp lement ing  the  2001

Programme o f  Ac t ion  to  Prevent ,  Combat  and Erad ica te  the  l l l i c i t  T rade in  Smal l  Arms and L i8h t  Weapons in  A l l  l t s  Aspec ts .  S ince

then,  fu r ther  deve lopments  have taken p lace  wh ich  are  a lso  i inked to  the  broader  deve lopment  asp i ra t ions  o f  the  Count ry .

Firstly, Papua New Guinea (PNG) does not manufacture and/or export any type of arms whatsoever. Yet it suffers greatly from the
i l l ic i t  use of  and t rade in  smal l  arms and l ight  weapons especia l ly  in  the hands of  the wrong people.  These smal l  arms and l ight
weapons or ig inate most ly  f rom the armour ies of  Government  inst i tu t ions inc luding the Mi l i tary ,  Pol ice and pr ivate users for  example
secur i ty  companies.  Anecdota l  in format ion a lso suggests that  there has been i l legal  t ra f f ick ing of  arms across our  porous land and
sea borders. The Challenge therefore facing PNG is to:

deve loo  base l ine  da ta  no t  on lv  to  mon i to r  and measure  reduc t ion  in  the  leve l  o f  a rmed v io lence bu t  a lso  the  k inds  o f  smal l
a rms and l igh t  weapons used and whether  these are  new or  the  same ones ,  wh ich  are  be ing  c i rcu la ted  th rough var ious
i l lega l  " loan"  o f  these weapons by  var ious  in te rmed iar ies  and par t ies ;  and,
dea l  w i th  cur ren t  p rob lems emanat ing  f rom the  use  o f  smal l  a rms and l igh t  weapons espec ia l l y  in  conf l i c t  and c r ime
s i tu  a t rons .

Second ly ,  s ince  2005,  Papua New Guinea has  progressed in  a  number  o f  in i t ia t i ves  ou t l ined  in  i t s  2005 Repor t .  These inc lude:

A na t ionwide  Guns Cont ro l  Awareness  and Road show programme,  wh ich  cu lmina ted  in  the  comple t ion  o f  the  'Guns

Contrcl Report Recommenddtions" in 2005. The Report recommended a holistic approach in addressing the issue of small
a rms and the i r  i l l i c i t  use  inc lud ing  leg is la t i ve  and po l i cy  changes as  we l l  as  e f fec t i ve  opera t iona l  en forcement  and awareness
in  par tnersh ip  w i l l  C iv i l  Soc ie ty  Organ isa t ions .  The Repor t  was  accepted  by  the  Nat iona Par l iament  in  August  2009.  The
Repor t ' s  227 recommendat ions  have been rev iewed bV the  Depar tment  o f  Pr ime Min is te r  &  Nat iona l  Execut ive  Counc i l
(PM&NEC)  and an  imp lementa t ion  mat r ix  has  been deve loped,  wh ich  w i l l  soon be  re tu rned to  Cab ine t  fo r  endorsement .
Once Cab ine t  endorsement  i s  g iven ,  the  imp lementa t ion  process  w i l l  commence.

fn terms of Notionol lnstitutionol Fromework for coordinating implementation of the Programme of Action, a more focused
ins t i tu t iona l  a r rangement  i s  cur ren t ly  be ing  d iscussed by  a  Po l icy  team wi th in  Government  and w i l l  be  f ina l i sed  soon and
brought before the National Government for approval as part of the implementation strategy of the Guns Control Report
Recommendat ions  no ted  above.  Th is  has  become necessary  because o f  a  s t rong recommendat ion  in  the  Repor t  fo r  the
es tab l i shment  o f  a  mechan ism to  spec i f i ca l l y  focus  on  Guns Cont ro l .  ln  look ing  a t  th is  a r rangement ,  the  team a lso  had the
benefit of studying materials produced by the UNDP through the Bureau for Crisis Prevention & Recovery {BCPR)
par t i cu la r ly  in  re la t ion  to  es tab l i shment  and func t ion ing  o f  Smal l  Arms & L igh t  Weapons Commiss ion .  The cur ren t
institutional arrangement is under the Law & Justice Sector but is considered too broad in its focus and scope of activit ies
and consequent ly  p lac ing  less  emphas is  on  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Programme o f  Ac t ion .
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3 . l n t e r m s o t s t o c k p i | e m d n a g e m e n t , P N G h a s r e f u r b i s h e d a l l i t s m i I i t a r Y a r m o u r i e s a n d a m m u n i t i o n s t o r a g e f a c i l i t i e s a n d
installed a computerised svstem wiirr standard operating procedures for monitoring access and issuance of f irearm The

A u s t r a | i a n G o v e r n m e n t h a s o e e n V e r y s u p p o r t i v e i n t h i s p r o j e c t ' s u r r e n d e r a n d d e s t r u c t i o n o f w e a p o n s o n B o u g a i n v i l | e
tsland in the aftermath of the settlement of civil confl ict remains an important part of the peace building init iative and

reconcil iation as required withi; the provisions of the Bougainvil le Peace Agreement, an agreement reached pursuant to

the  prov is ions  o f  the  Nat iona l  Const i tu t ion  o f  Papua New Guinea

4. ln terms of Marking, Record keeping ond Tracing'

o f  con tac t  fo r  t rac ing  o f  f i rearms th roughout  Papua

In addition to progress noted, Papua New Guinea is in the process of f inalising its f irst ever National Anti corruption strategy as part

of the fulf i lment of its obligations under the united Nations convention aSainst corruption (UNCAC)' which was ratif ied in 2007'

once completed and implemented, it is envisioned that this strategy wil l address issues of Governance at all levels of government

and soc ie ty  inc lud ing  the  regu la to ry  en forcement  ins t i tu t ions  and wh ich  w i l l  complement  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Guns cont ro l

Strategy.

Th i rd ly ,  i t  i s  ev ident  in  Papua New Guinea tha t  the  demand fo r  smal l  a r rns  and l iSh t  weapons espec ia l l y  in  the  contex t  o f  con f l i c t  and

cr ime has  genera ted  a  ne twork  o f  peop le  whereby  a  sys tem o f  loan inS f i rearm is  p rac t isedTh is  i s  a  t rend tha t  i s  a l ready  under

pressure because of excessive demand now beinE Senerated by the perceived threats from new developments in the mining and

resource industry to community preservation at the vil lage-commu nity level and is l ikely to propagate a rise in the supply of small

a rms and l igh t  weapons f rom outs ide  Papua New Guinea '

F i n a l | y , P a p U a N e w G u i n e a r e c o s n i s e s t h a t p e o p | e e m p o w e r m e n t t h r o u g h e n h a n c e d e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e f o r m s
of  inc reased income genera t ing  oppor tun i t ies  and serv ice  de l i verY w i l l  have a  s ign i f i can t  impact  in  cur ta i l ing  the  demand fo r  smal l

a rms and l igh t  weapons and there fore  the  supp ly  and/  o r  the  c i rcu la t ion  o f  such weapons '

with its 40 vear vision Plan, the Papua New Guinea Government aims to do exactly that and eventually make the country a "smort'

Wise, Foir, Heolthy and Hoppy society by 2050"

Mr .  Cha i rman

In  c los ing ,  Papua New Guinea w i l l  be  submi t t ing  a  de ta i led  Nat lona l  Repor t  on  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  2001 Programme o f  Ac t ion

by December 2010.

Thank you.

the  Reg is t ra r  o f  F i rearm has  respons ib i l i t y  over  th is  and is  the  key  po in t

N e w  G u i n e a .


